
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

onewithchrist.org 



 

  

 

 

CHRIST 
A Bible Study Series  

 

SERIES FOUR 

Presence and Glory 
 

  

 

 

 

  

  

  

 G B Woodcock 

O NE  W IT H  





 

  

  

Now to Him who is able 

to keep you from stumbling, 

and to make you stand 

in the presence of His glory 

blameless with great joy, 

to the only God our Savior, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

be glory, majesty, 

dominion and authority, 

before all time 

and now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Jude 24-25 



 

English definitions of Greek and Hebrew words are taken from: 

- Thayer’s Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament. Public Domain. 

- Analytical Lexicon of the Greek New Testament Timothy Friberg, Barbara Friberg, and 

Neva F. Mille. © 2006, Trafford Publishing. All rights reserved. 

- HELPS Word Studies © 2014 HELPS Ministries Inc. All rights reserved 

- Online Bible Greek Lexicon © 2010 Online Bible North America. All rights reserved. 

- Online Bible Hebrew Lexicon © 2010 Online Bible North America. All rights 

reserved. 

 

Unless otherwise stated, all Scripture quotations are taken from: 

The New American Standard Bible ® (1995 Update) Copyright ©1960, 1962, 1963, 

1968, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1975, 1977, 1995 by the Lockman Foundation. Used by 

permission. All rights reserved. 

 

Scripture quotations marked (NKJV) are taken from the New King James Version, 

©1979, 1980, 1982 by Thomas Nelson, Inc. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 

Scripture quotations marked (AMP) are taken from the Amplified Bible, Copyright © 

1954, 1958, 1962, 1964, 1965, 1987 by The Lockman Foundation. Used by 

permission. 

One with Christ | Series Four - G B Woodcock 

A Bible study series on experiencing love and unity with God 

 

Copyright © 2014 Geoff Woodcock  

Freely receive, freely give. Permission is given to reproduce, distribute and share 

this material for non-commercial purposes. 

 

Web |  www.onewithchrist.org 

Email |  geoff@onewithchrist.org 

 

ISBN: 978-1-927316-06-1 

 

Published by Studyword Media 



vii 

Contents 

 

 

Introduction............................................................... ix 

1. The Seed of God........................................ 1 

2. Living Water ........................................... 11 

3. The Face of God...................................... 21 

4. Seeing God .............................................. 31 

5. Purity and Presence ............................... 41 

6. The Glory of God.................................... 51 

7. Abiding in Christ.................................... 59 

8. Pray Without Ceasing............................ 69 

9. The Voice of God.................................... 81 

10. Unity in the Body ................................... 93 

11. Gifts and Ministries.............................. 103 

12. Seek to Abound..................................... 113 

13. Be a Witness .......................................... 125 

14. Make Disciples...................................... 135 

15. Power and Authority ........................... 145 

16. Moses to David ..................................... 157 

Contact Us.............................................................. 169 

Reference Notes....................................................... 171 





ix 

Introduction 

 

But prove yourselves doers of the word, and not merely hearers 

who delude themselves. 

 James 1:22 

In Series Three we learned that the baptism of the Spirit is not a 

single event at a point in time but an ongoing immersion in 

the Spirit of God. Like a pickle, we need to stay in the solution 

of the Spirit. Like a garment soaked in dye, we need to let the 

Holy Spirit soak into every part of our being and bring us into 

unity with God.  

 It is important to remember that all the changes and 

blessings of being immersed in the Spirit only come as we 

enter into the actual, ongoing experience. Theory will never be 

more than theory. To be of any value to us, the theory must be 

completed by experience. So when we hear the word of God 

speak of the ongoing filling of the Spirit, we need to become 

doers of the word. We need to act on the word by preparing 

our hearts and seeking God to immerse us more and more in 

His Spirit. 
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Learning to Swim 

In many ways, being immersed in the Spirit is like learning to 

swim. If a person had never been exposed to water before, 

hearing about swimming could inspire them to learn about it. 

However, no amount of teaching will adequately convey what 

it is actually like to be immersed in the water. Swimming must 

be experienced to be known. When a person dives in the 

water for the first time, they find their senses overwhelmed 

and the theory dissolves in the moment of experience. Having 

entered into the water, they can then start to truly learn what 

it means swim.  

 In the same way, teaching can point us to Jesus as the 

source of our experience but it cannot tell us what the reality 

will really be like for us or what we should expect. How we 

experience the immersion will be unique to each of us. For 

some people, being filled with the Spirit may begin like diving 

into the water, making a big splash, and feeling the sudden 

rush of being plunged into a whole new world. Others will 

take their time, slowly wading into the waters of the Spirit. 

And this is all okay. Paul began his immersion in the Spirit in 

a completely different way than the disciples at Pentecost, yet 

they all received the same Spirit and served God with the 

same love, power and passion.1 So we do not need to worry if 

no tongues of fire are seen on our heads when we are filled 

with the Spirit.2 How we are filled does not matter; what is 

important is that we are filled again and again with the Spirit 

of Jesus.3  
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 Like a swimmer in the water, no two days in the Spirit will 

be exactly the same for us. Sometimes we might splash 

around in the shallows, while at other times we may explore 

the depths. One day we may have a real sense of communing 

with Jesus and being filled with His love. Another day, we 

might lack any feeling at all but still hear His voice through 

His word. Yet another day, we may be transformed by the 

Spirit just as we wait on God. Our part is simply to seek more 

of the Spirit of Christ within us and then to be open to receive 

Him in whatever way He comes. His part is to fill us, change 

us and to make us more one with Him.4  

Abiding 

Just as the baptism of the Spirit starts with being filled and 

then continues as we abide in His presence, so the act of being 

physically immersed in water is just the beginning of our 

baptism. Our immersion into Jesus continues as we dwell in 

His living word and are saturated by His truth.5 As we learn 

to abide in the Spirit and the word, we experience more of our 

new life in unity with Jesus.  

 Because our baptism into Christ is an ongoing experience of 

unity, we cannot afford to rest upon our past experiences of 

God. What is important is not that we have been baptized in 

the Spirit but that we are being immersed in the Spirit. 

Baptism is a way of life. It is constantly abiding in Christ. So if 

we want to stay immersed in the Spirit then we need to use 

the time we have right now to connect with God and ask Him 

to fill us with His Spirit. Right now, the present, is all we have.  
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Devotion 

Philippians 3:13-14 

Brethren, I do not regard myself as having laid 

hold of it yet; but one thing I do: forgetting what 

lies behind and reaching forward to what lies 

ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of 

the upward call of God in Christ Jesus. 

 

Because there are always greater depths of the Spirit to 

explore, we need to constantly press on to greater maturity in 

Christ. In this passage, the Greek word epekteinomai (meaning 

reaching forward) speaks of the extreme striving made by a 

runner in a race, where the runner engages every muscle and 

nerve and gives every ounce of their strength to reach the 

finish line.6 Like Paul, we need to focus every part of our 

being on taking hold of our inheritance in Christ. We need to 

completely devote ourselves to our high calling of becoming 

one with Christ. 

Looking Forward 

In Series Four we continue our focus on the Spirit of God. In 

the first few studies we will look at the presence of God and 

how we can enter into His presence. We will then focus on 

abiding in God through His Spirit. As part of learning to abide 

in Christ we will learn more about how the Spirit fills us, 

transforms us, moves through us, and connects us to each 

other in the body of Christ. 
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 May you be richly blessed as you continue your journey in 

God. May His Spirit fill you over and over with the love and 

life of Christ, and may you be found faithful with every skill, 

talent, blessing, gift, and revelation you have been given by 

God, according to His amazing grace and love. 
 

Author, One with Christ 
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Study 1 

 

The Seed of God 

No one born of God makes a practice of sinning,  

for God’s seed abides in him, and he cannot keep on sinning 

because he has been born of God. 

1 John 3:9 (ESV) 

When we are born of God, the seed of God comes to abide in 

us. But what is the seed of God? What does it mean for God’s 

seed to dwell within us? 

Potential Life  

In nature a seed is a unit of reproduction that allows for the 

creation of another seed-bearing adult. In the New Testament, 

the Greek word translated as seed is sperma, which is the 

source of the English word sperm. In this sense, a seed is a 

potential life. In order to bring forth new life, a seed needs to 

lose itself in conception so it can grow into its full design and 

bring forth new life.  
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Seed of Promise 

Galatians 3:15-16 

Brethren, I speak in terms of human relations: 

even though it is only a man’s covenant, yet 

when it has been ratified, no one sets it aside or 

adds conditions to it. Now the promises were 

spoken to Abraham and to his seed. He does not 

say, “And to seeds,” as referring to many, but 

rather to one, “And to your seed,” that is, Christ. 

 

In terms of people, Scripture often uses the word seed to refer 

to a person’s offspring or descendants.1 In the beginning, God 

promised a final solution to sin through the seed of Eve.2 Here 

we see God continue that promise through the seed of 

Abraham. Spiritually speaking, Abraham is a type of God the 

Father and Abraham’s son Isaac is a type of Jesus.3 So even 

though Isaac was Abraham’s physical seed, the true seed who 

received the blessing and covenant promises of God was Jesus 

Christ. He is the seed of God and the spiritual fulfillment of 

the seed of Abraham.  

 

1 John 3:9 (AMP) 

No one born (begotten) of God [deliberately, 

knowingly, and habitually] practices sin, for 

God’s nature abides in him [His principle of life, 

the divine sperm, remains permanently within 

him]; and he cannot practice sinning because he 

is born (begotten) of God. 
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Jesus is the seed of God. Therefore to have the seed of God 

abiding within us is to have the divine nature of Christ 

formed within us. It is to experience the life of Jesus filling our 

hearts through His Spirit. 

 Scripture says that God’s seed abides in the one who is born 

of God. So how are we born of God? How do we receive the 

seed of Jesus into our hearts?  

Born of Seed 

1 Peter 1:22-25 

Since you have in obedience to the truth purified 

your souls for a sincere love of the brethren, 

fervently love one another from the heart, for 

you have been born again not of seed which is 

perishable but imperishable, that is, through the 

living and enduring word of God. 

 For, “all flesh is like grass, and all its glory like 

the flower of grass. the grass withers, and the 

flower falls off, but the word of the Lord endures 

forever.” And this is the word which was 

preached to you. 

 

The seed of Christ is sown into our hearts when we are born 

again through the living word of God. When the Spirit of God 

breathes upon His word, He fills it with the nature and life of 

Jesus. So when we receive the living word into our hearts, we 

receive Jesus Christ Himself as a seed. Through the living 

word of God, the seed of Jesus is implanted into our hearts.4  
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Sowing the Seed 

Luke 8:4-14 

When a large crowd was coming together, and 

those from the various cities were journeying to 

Him, He spoke by way of a parable: “The sower 

went out to sow his seed; and as he sowed, some 

fell beside the road, and it was trampled under 

foot and the birds of the air ate it up. Other seed 

fell on rocky soil, and as soon as it grew up, it 

withered away, because it had no moisture. Other 

seed fell among the thorns; and the thorns grew 

up with it and choked it out. Other seed fell into 

the good soil, and grew up, and produced a crop a 

hundred times as great.” As He said these things, 

He would call out, “He who has ears to hear, let 

him hear.” His disciples began questioning Him as 

to what this parable meant. And He said, “To you 

it has been granted to know the mysteries of the 

kingdom of God, but to the rest it is in parables, 

so that seeing they may not see, and hearing they 

may not understand. Now the parable is this: the 

seed is the word of God. Those beside the road are 

those who have heard; then the devil comes and 

takes away the word from their heart, so that 

they will not believe and be saved. Those on the 

rocky soil are those who, when they hear, receive 

the word with joy; and these have no firm root; 

they believe for a while, and in time of 

temptation fall away. The seed which fell among 
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the thorns, these are the ones who have heard, 

and as they go on their way they are choked with 

worries and riches and pleasures of this life, and 

bring no fruit to maturity. But the seed in the 

good soil, these are the ones who have heard the 

word in an honest and good heart, and hold it 

fast, and bear fruit with perseverance. 

 

In the parable of the sower, Jesus shows us that the condition 

of a person’s heart directly affects the life of His seed. If we 

have good and honest hearts, the seed of Jesus will take root 

within us, mature, bear fruit and multiply. However, if our 

hearts are not fertile then the seed of Christ will fail to grow 

and may be lost altogether.5  

 The principle of a prepared heart is true for every stage of 

our growth in Christ. For example, like the rich young ruler, a 

heart that is ready to embrace eternal life may not be prepared 

for sacrificial love. Likewise, a heart that is ready for material 

sacrifice may not be quite ready to embrace the sanctifying 

power of the Holy Spirit. Therefore throughout our lives we 

need to continually prepare our hearts for more of God and 

faithfully nurture His seed within us. This care of the heart is a 

work of grace that we undertake with the Spirit. As we seek 

God to soften and change us, the Holy Spirit fertilizes the 

ground of our hearts and gives us the ability to receive more 

of His life. By maintaining a humble and fertile heart, the seed 

of Jesus within us is able to grow and bring forth the fruit of 

the life of Christ.6 



1 | The Seed of God 

6 

Seasons of Sowing 

The call to continually prepare our hearts for God echoes our 

call to continually abide in the living word of God.7 Preparing 

the heart and receiving the seed of God through His living 

word is not a one-time experience. As we grow in Christ, the 

Spirit of God will constantly sow His seed into our hearts. 

Every living word we hear from God has the potential to take 

us into a deeper experience of Christ. For example, if the word 

of peace is sown in our hearts, we can experience more of 

Jesus as our peace and so reap a harvest of peace within us. 

The seed of love can bring us into a harvest of love. The word 

of joy can lead us into the reality of knowing Jesus as our 

overflowing joy. The degree of the harvest all depends on 

whether or not we prepare our hearts and how we nurture the 

seed within us.  

Bad Seed 

Matthew 13:24-30 

Jesus presented another parable to them, saying, 

“The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a 

man who sowed good seed in his field. But while 

his men were sleeping, his enemy came and 

sowed tares among the wheat, and went away. 

But when the wheat sprouted and bore grain, 

then the tares became evident also. The slaves of 

the landowner came and said to him, ‘Sir, did you 

not sow good seed in your field? How then does it 

have tares?’ And he said to them, ‘An enemy has 



The Seed of God | 1 

7 

done this!’ The slaves said to him, ‘Do you want 

us, then, to go and gather them up?’ But he said, 

‘No; for while you are gathering up the tares, you 

may uproot the wheat with them. Allow both to 

grow together until the harvest; and in the time 

of the harvest I will say to the reapers, “First 

gather up the tares and bind them in bundles to 

burn them up; but gather the wheat into my 

barn.”’” 

 

Just as the Spirit of God constantly sows the seed of Christ 

into our hearts, so the enemy will also continually try to sow 

his seed into us. Through ungodly media, news, movies, 

books, television, magazines, vain entertainment, the internet, 

and worldly people, the enemy will use any means possible to 

sow his seed in us. If we let bad seed take root, it will bear bad 

fruit and draw us away from God. This seed will lead us into 

worldly pursuits, isolation, lust, emptiness, greed, pride, 

selfishness, vanity, deception and fantasy. The weeds that 

come from this seed will choke the word of God in us and 

destroy the fertility of our hearts.  

Guarding the Heart 

Proverbs 4:23 

Watch over your heart with all diligence, for 

from it flow the springs of life. 
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Our life flows from our heart and so we need to cultivate a 

heart that is receptive to God and fortified against our enemy. 

Like a garden, we protect our hearts by nurturing the seed of 

Christ within us so that it can dominate our hearts. We guard 

against the seed of the enemy by being discerning about the 

things we allow in. We constantly ask “what is sowing in me?” 

As we examine the nature of what we are taking in, we can 

also stop to sense the life of the Spirit in things. If what we 

read, watch, listen to, or partake of lacks a sense of spiritual 

life then it will not lead us closer to God. At best it will have 

no effect. At worst it will let the enemy sow the seed of sin 

into our hearts which will then erode our spiritual life and 

reduce our fruitfulness in Christ. In these situations, we 

should not waste time on lifeless activities. Rather we should 

act with wisdom and turn away from spiritual danger.8 As we 

close our hearts to the enemy’s seed, we open them up to the 

Spirit of God. We can turn to God and enjoy letting Him sow 

in us those things that contain real life and will produce 

lasting fruit. 

Summary 

Jesus is the seed of God. He is the eternal and imperishable 

Word of God. The words of Jesus are spirit and life because 

they contain His actual nature and life. Through His words, 

Jesus sows His life into our hearts. His words are His seed.  

 The Holy Spirit is constantly sowing His seed into our 

hearts and so the need to prepare our hearts does not end 

when we first come to salvation. Rather all through life we 



The Seed of God | 1 

9 

need to focus on guarding our hearts and keeping them 

always ready to embrace more of His truth and life.9 

  Just as a seed is hidden in the ground until a shoot breaks 

through, when we first receive the living word of God, the 

seed of Jesus can also be hidden in us. We may not see the 

fruit of His Spirit straight away, but we can be confident that 

because we have received the word by faith, His seed is there. 

If we are faithful to prepare our hearts and abide in the living 

word, we can be sure that the harvest will come: the awesome 

life of Christ will be revealed within us and bear lasting fruit 

for God.10  

Questions 

What seeds have I let be sown into my heart?  

How is the enemy trying to sow his seed into me? 

How can I deal with bad seed?  

What am I sowing into others?  

How can I sow more of Christ into my heart? 
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Living Water 

But I tell you the truth, it is to your advantage that I go away;  

for if I do not go away, the Helper will not come to you;  

but if I go, I will send Him to you. 

John 16:7 

In Series Three we learned that God saves us for a reason. Jesus 

took our sin away not just to save us for eternity, but to enable 

us to be filled with His Spirit. Jesus’ focus was not just on 

securing our future life with Him in heaven after we die, but 

on transforming our present life on earth by filling us with His 

Spirit and making us one with Him.  

 With this purpose in mind, Jesus revealed to His disciples 

that it was better that He went away. It was better because 

following His death and resurrection, Jesus would pour out 

His Spirit into their hearts and change their lives forever.  
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The Fountain of Living Water 

John 7:37-39 (original Greek emphasis) 

Now on the last day, the great day of the feast, 

Jesus stood and cried out, saying, “If anyone is 

thirsty, let him come to Me and drink. He who 

believes in Me, as the Scripture said, ‘From his 

innermost being will flow rivers of living water.’” 

But this He spoke of the Spirit, whom those who 

believed in Him were to receive; for the Spirit 

was not yet given, because Jesus was not yet 

glorified. 

 

Here Jesus places special emphasis on the living waters that 

flow from our innermost being.1 So what are living waters? 

How do we come to have a spring of living water within our 

heart? And once the spring is present within us, how do the 

living waters then flow through us?  

 

Jeremiah 17:12-13 

A glorious throne on high from the beginning is 

the place of our sanctuary. O LORD, the hope of 

Israel, all who forsake You will be put to shame. 

Those who turn away on earth will be written 

down, because they have forsaken the fountain of 

living water, even the LORD. 

 

In John 7, Jesus says that the living water is the Spirit. Here we 

find that Yahweh (the LORD) is the fountain of living water. 

He is the source of the Spirit and the spring of all life.  
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Water from the Rock 

Numbers 20:9-11 

So Moses took the rod from before the LORD, just 

as He had commanded him; and Moses and Aaron 

gathered the assembly before the rock. And he 

said to them, “Listen now, you rebels; shall we 

bring forth water for you out of this rock?” Then 

Moses lifted up his hand and struck the rock 

twice with his rod; and water came forth 

abundantly, and the congregation and their beasts 

drank. 

 

1 Corinthians 10:1,4 

For I do not want you to be unaware, brethren, 

that our fathers were all under the cloud and all 

passed through the sea…and all drank the same 

spiritual drink, for they were drinking from a 

spiritual rock which followed them; and the rock 

was Christ. 

 

In the wilderness, Moses struck the rock and water flowed 

out. This event was a spiritual picture of Jesus at the cross.2 

Jesus is the spiritual rock containing the living water of God. 

At the cross, Jesus was struck by God and in His death water 

and blood flowed from His side.3 Through Christ’s sacrifice, 

the living water of God was poured out.  

 So like the Father, Jesus is the source of living water. He 

and the Father are One. They share one Spirit and together 

they exist in perfect union as the fountain of living water.  
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A Well of Water 

In Series Two we saw how water is a type of the living word. 

When the Holy Spirit brings His word to life, it becomes like 

living water, filling us with life and drawing us into reality.  

 

John 4:10-14 

Jesus answered and said to her, “If you knew the 

gift of God, and who it is who says to you, ‘Give 

Me a drink,’ you would have asked Him, and He 

would have given you living water.” She said to 

Him, “Sir, You have nothing to draw with and 

the well is deep; where then do You get that 

living water? You are not greater than our father 

Jacob, are You, who gave us the well, and drank 

of it himself and his sons and his cattle?” Jesus 

answered and said to her, “Everyone who drinks 

of this water will thirst again; but whoever drinks 

of the water that I will give him shall never 

thirst; but the water that I will give him will 

become in him a well of water springing up to 

eternal life.” 

 

To have living water within our innermost being is to have the 

Spirit, word, life, and presence of Jesus welling up within us 

and flowing through us. Like the Samaritan woman, if we 

want to possess this water, all we need to do is come to Jesus 

and ask for a drink. When we ask with simple faith, Jesus will 

pour His Spirit into us, speak His living word to us, and abide 

in us as our fountain of living water.  
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Continually Drink 

John 7:37 

Now on the last day, the great day of the feast, 

Jesus stood and cried out, saying, “If anyone is 

thirsty, let him come to Me and drink.” 

 

In this passage Jesus uses the Greek present imperative tense 

to call us to continually come to Him and habitually drink of His 

living water.4 So in order for the living water to well up within 

our hearts, we need to learn to constantly come to Jesus. We 

need to make a habit of drinking of His Spirit and soaking in 

the waters of His living word.5  

Glorified 

John 7:38-39  

“He who believes in Me, as the Scripture said, 

‘From his innermost being will flow rivers of 

living water.’” But this He spoke of the Spirit, 

whom those who believed in Him were to 

receive; for the Spirit was not yet given, because 

Jesus was not yet glorified. 

 

Here we learn that Jesus had to be glorified before the Spirit of 

God could be poured out on all mankind. But why? What 

does it mean for Jesus to be glorified? When was He glorified?  
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The Hour has Come 

John 12:23-24 

And Jesus answered them, saying, “The hour has 

come for the Son of Man to be glorified. Truly, 

truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls 

into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it 

dies, it bears much fruit.” 

 

When faced with the cross, Jesus revealed that the time had 

come for Him to be glorified. Jesus spoke of His death as a 

time of glory because after His sacrifice Jesus would be raised 

from the dead and exalted to the right hand of the Father. 

Having overcome sin for all time, Jesus could then pour out 

His Spirit into His people and bring them into intimate unity 

with Him. So for the joy set before Him Jesus endured the 

cross, knowing that through His death and resurrection, He 

would come to live in unity with His people. 

 It was in this context that Jesus likened Himself to a grain 

of wheat that had to die so it could bear much fruit. In the 

natural realm, if a seed germinates and grows then it will 

produce a mature plant of its own kind. This mature plant can 

then produce more seed and continue the cycle. In this way, 

the loss of a single grain can come to produce an abundant 

and continually increasing harvest.  

 Thus the glory of a seed is not in its death but in the new 

life and fruitfulness that comes after death. So like the grain of 

wheat, the glory of Jesus’ death was not just found in the 

salvation that it bought, but in the reproduction of His life in 

people. Through the pouring out of His Spirit, Jesus could fill, 
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dwell within and become one with anyone who would 

believe. By His Spirit, those believers could then produce a 

great harvest by sowing the seed of Jesus into other people. 

Let the River Flow 

In John 7 Jesus promises us if we believe in Him and continue 

to come and drink of Him that rivers of living water will flow 

out of our innermost being. But how does living water flow?  

 

Flow: rheo (rheh-o) 

To flow; to pour forth, to utter. The base of 

rhema (that which is or has been uttered by the 

living voice, thing spoken, word). 

 

The Greek word rheo is the base for the word rhema, which 

means a spoken word. From these words we get the English 

word rhetoric, which is a flow of speech.  

 When we are filled with the Spirit of God, the fountain of 

His presence can well up within us and living waters can flow 

out through our words. As we speak from our hearts, the 

words we speak are more than just words. They are spiritual 

waters, containing the life and presence of God. They are the 

seed of Christ, able to implant the very life and nature of Jesus 

into the heart of the hearer.  
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Words of Life 

John 6:63 

“It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits 

nothing; the words that I have spoken to you are 

spirit and are life.” 

 

John 3:31-34 

“He who comes from above is above all, he who is 

of the earth is from the earth and speaks of the 

earth. He who comes from heaven is above all. 

What He has seen and heard, of that He testifies; 

and no one receives His testimony. He who has 

received His testimony has set his seal to this, that 

God is true. For He whom God has sent speaks 

the words of God; for He gives the Spirit without 

measure.” 

 

The words of God flow directly from His Spirit. He is the 

source of His seed. So as we let the Spirit of Jesus infuse our 

words with His life, we can speak forth His words and let the 

living waters of Christ flow out through us. Jesus is the Truth, 

so as we speak the truth, the seed of His life is planted in 

others’ hearts. He is salvation, so as we talk about the reality 

of salvation through Jesus, the seed of salvation is planted in 

others. Jesus is love, so as we share the word of God’s love, the 

seed of Love is planted in people’s hearts. If a person’s heart is 

prepared and ready, the seed of Jesus will grow and bear fruit 

within them, bringing them into the reality of His life, 

salvation, joy, truth and love. 
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Summary 

Isaiah 58:11 

“And the LORD will continually guide you, and 

satisfy your desire in scorched places, and give 

strength to your bones; and you will be like a 

watered garden, and like a spring of water whose 

waters do not fail.” 

 

It was at the cross that the water flowed from Jesus’ side. So if 

we are thirsty, we need to come to Jesus through the cross. As 

we come in love and simple faith, Jesus will quench our thirst 

with His Spirit and His word. He will water the garden of our 

hearts and will make us like a spring of water to other people.  

 To be a source of living water in the world, we first need to 

have the Fountain of God dwelling within our hearts. When 

the Holy Spirit lives within us we can come and drink of 

Jesus. As we make a habit of continually drinking of Christ, 

the well within our heart will begin to fill and overflow with 

living water. Then as we release the living waters by speaking 

God’s words, the seed of Christ will be sown. His seed can 

then grow to maturity and be sown in the hearts of others 

over and again. Through the cycle of sowing and reaping, the 

seed of Christ can become a great harvest, bringing glory and 

pleasure to God.  
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Questions 

Is there a spring of living water in my heart?  

Have I asked Jesus for a drink lately? 

Have I ever received the living waters of the Spirit flowing to 

me through another person? 

Do I need to endure sacrifice so that I might experience glory?  

Or has Jesus suffered so that I do not need to suffer? 
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Study 3 

 

The Face of God 

For the LORD is righteous, He loves righteousness;  

the upright will behold His face.  

Psalm 11:7 

Seeking His Face 

Psalm 105:3-4 

Glory in His holy name. Let the heart of those 

who seek the LORD be glad. Seek the LORD and 

His strength; seek His face continually. 

 

We are called to seek the LORD and be glad. Seeking God is 

designed to be a source of joy and encouragement for us. 

Every moment we spend seeking God can bring us life and joy 

and bear lasting fruit in our lives.  

 In this verse we are called to seek God’s strength and to 

continually seek His face. But what is the face of God? What 

does it mean to seek His face?  
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The Face of God 

Psalm 105:4 

This is the generation of those who seek Him, 

who seek Your face [paniym] – even Jacob. Selah. 

  

Psalm 68:8 

The heavens also dropped rain at the presence 

[paniym] of God. 

 

2 Corinthians 4:6 

…the knowledge of the glory of God in the face 

[prosopon] of Christ. 

 

Acts 3:19 

…times of refreshing may come from the 

presence [prosopon] of the Lord. 

 

Face/Presence: Prosopon (pros-o-pon) 

Face, countenance; literally, as a part of the 

body face; figuratively, as denoting personal 

presence in person.1  

 

In Scripture, seeing a person’s face refers to the act of coming 

into their presence.2 It involves a level of relationship and 

connection that comes as we meet someone in person. In 

terms of our spiritual life, to come before the face of God is to 

come into His presence and connect with Him in a personal 

and experiential way. So where can we find God? How can 

we enter into His presence? 
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The Presence of God 

Psalm 139:7 

Where can I go from Your Spirit? 

 Or where can I flee from Your presence [face]? 3 

 

Ezekiel 39:29 

 “I will not hide My face [presence] from them 

any longer, for I will have poured out My Spirit 

on the house of Israel,” declares the Lord GOD. 

 

The Spirit of Jesus brings with Him the presence of God. In 

Series Three, we looked at the personality of Jesus. God is not 

logic.4 He is not a formless, universal energy. He is not a state, 

a law, a force, or a divine principle. He is the unlimited and 

infinite Creator of all things, and while He is not a human like 

us, He is still a person who thinks, feels, loves, grieves and 

rejoices.5 So as we begin to seek the presence of God, we are 

not merely looking to experience a spiritual atmosphere or 

feeling. Rather, we are seeking to consciously encounter the 

real presence of the person of Jesus.  

 

Ephesians 3:14-17a (emphasis added) 

For this reason I bow my knees before the Father, 

from whom every family in heaven and on earth 

derives its name, that He would grant you, 

according to the riches of His glory, to be 

strengthened with power through His Spirit in 

the inner man, so that Christ may dwell in your 

hearts through faith… 
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In this passage we find that Christ dwells in our hearts 

through faith. The heart is the place of spiritual reality. It is the 

tabernacle and dwelling-place of the Spirit of Jesus. Therefore 

it is in our hearts that we find the life and presence of God.  

 

John 14:23 

Jesus answered and said to him, “If anyone loves 

Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will 

love him, and We will come to him and make 

Our abode with him.” 

 

When we love God, Jesus and the Father come to dwell in our 

hearts through the Spirit. So as God fills us with His Spirit, the 

actual life, nature, heart and voice of God become present 

within us. So to hear His voice we need to listen for His voice 

within us. To know His heart, we need to sense His love within 

us. Likewise, to enter into His presence, we simply need to 

turn our attention to our hearts and focus on the life of Christ 

within us. 

 

Psalm 16:11 

You will make known to me the path of life; in 

Your presence is fullness of joy; in Your right 

hand there are pleasures forever. 

 

Like David, if we genuinely seek God’s face, He will show us 

the path of life that leads to our hearts and into His presence. 

Our journey down this path begins when we receive the 
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revelation that God really is present within us. He lives in us. 

Truly, truly, God lives in us.  

 In Series Two we learned that revelation is more than a 

head-knowledge of the truth. It is the knowledge of the heart. 

Through revelation, the word of God becomes real for us and 

His truth becomes our truth. When we receive revelation from 

God, the knowledge of our mind is established in our heart 

and our whole life is changed. So how do we get revelation?  

 To get God’s truth from our head to our heart we need to 

ask the Spirit to bring His word to life and reveal His truth. As 

the Spirit breathes on His word, we need to honor His grace 

and take time to meditate on the truth and enjoy the sense of 

life in the word. We meditate on the word of God by thinking 

deeply about it. We ponder the truth and explore all its 

implications for us. We use our imagination to see the truth as 

reality and trust the Spirit to help us to both see and believe.  

 When we receive the revelation that the Father and Son are 

present in us through the Spirit, we can have the faith to 

boldly enter into God’s presence. We can turn our attention 

towards our hearts and focus on entering into the Holy of 

Holies within us. 

 Learning to tune into our hearts may be challenging at first. 

Our minds are often preoccupied with the natural world 

whereas our hearts are connected to the spiritual realm. So we 

need to ask the Spirit to help us to move our awareness from 

the senses of the mind to the reality of the heart. As we learn 

to connect with our hearts we not only discover the presence 

of God in us but we also find our true life in union with Him.  
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Pleasures Forever 

Psalm 16:11b 

…in Your presence is fullness of joy; in Your 

right hand there are pleasures forever. 

 

When we enter into God’s presence we discover the fullness of 

joy because joy is found in Jesus. It is a part of His personality. 

God is love and so in His presence we can enjoy the tangible 

reality of love. In the presence of God we can soak in the 

awesome life of Christ and simply enjoy who He is.  

 Because the personality of our God is so infinitely rich and 

diverse, we can expect our times in His presence to also be 

rich and diverse. Sometimes we may come into His presence 

and encounter Jesus as our healer. At other times, we may 

find the presence of Jesus flows through us like a river of 

peace. One day our Father may come to comfort us and take 

away our burdens, the next we may come into His presence 

and simply receive a quiet sense of divine life. At another time 

we may encounter Jesus as a refining fire or as the lover of our 

soul. Or we may come before God’s presence and encounter 

the awesome Creator of the Universe and fall in our faces in 

awe and worship. God is infinite and so there is no limit to the 

depths of His Spirit and the pure pleasures of Christ that we 

can experience in His presence.6  

 The presence of God is the source of spiritual pleasure not 

only because it is where we encounter God, but because it is 

where we were always designed to live. As such, entering into 

the sanctuary of His presence is like returning home for our 
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souls. In the presence of God we can wash off our make-up 

and see who we truly are in Christ. In His presence we can 

find rest and simply love and be loved. In the presence of God 

we can enjoy the pure, spiritual pleasure of simply being with 

Jesus. 

Seek His Face 

Psalm 27:7-8 

Hear, O LORD, when I cry with my voice, and be 

gracious to me and answer me. When You said, 

“Seek My face,” my heart said to You, “Your face, 

O LORD, I shall seek.” 

 

Just as God called David, so He is calling us to seek His face. 

This involves more than just praying that God would lead us 

into His presence. Through the tabernacle of Moses we learn 

that if we are to experience more of the presence of God then 

we need to prepare our hearts according to His design. 

Preparation precedes presence.  

 A key part of preparing our hearts for God’s presence is 

receiving the gift of faith that leads to lasting change. We need 

to be so desperate to know God’s presence that we are ready 

to have our whole hearts exposed, cleansed transformed, and 

renewed by His Spirit. As God starts to change our hearts we 

need to make seeing His face our main priority. This means 

we need to seek Him with the best of our time and energy. 

Often life can be so busy and demanding that we can 

unintentionally end up offering God the dregs of our day. Yet 
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if we are sincere in our devotion to our Love then we need to 

consider when we are at our very best and make seeking His 

face a focus in those times. When we give God our very best 

we will discover the joy of seeking Him.7 As our joy grows, 

we will find ourselves wanting to spend more and more time 

seeking God.  

 So how long do we need to seek God’s face for before we 

experience the reality of seeing Him? How can we be sure that 

we will find our way into His presence when we seek Him?  

With all the Heart 

Deuteronomy 4:29 

“But from there you will seek the LORD your 

God, and you will find Him if you search for Him 

with all your heart and all your soul.” 

 

Jesus took our sin because He wants to commune with us. He 

went through death so that we could join Him in His 

presence. Therefore we are not called to seek the presence of 

God in vain. It is God’s will that we would find Him and so 

He gives us the promise: if we seek Him with all our heart and 

soul then we will find Him.8 It is guaranteed.  

 God has never failed to keep His word and so we can seek 

Him with joy and complete confidence, knowing that we will 

find Him. God has called us to seek His face and He has made 

it possible. By His amazing grace, we can come into the actual 

presence of the Lord Jesus Christ to commune with Him.  
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Summary 

Acts 3:19 

“Therefore repent and return, so that your sins 

may be wiped away, in order that times of 

refreshing may come from the presence of the 

Lord…” 

 

Here Peter calls us to repent, return, and be cleansed from our 

sin so that times of refreshing may come from the presence of 

God.9 The goal of our salvation is not just life with God after 

we die, but it is life now. It is a life that is filled with the Spirit 

and renewed by God’s presence.  

 Learning to enter into the presence of God is an essential 

part of our spiritual growth in Christ. Through the Scriptures 

and the presence of God we come to personally know Jesus 

more and grow in our union with Him.  

 So like David, when we hear God’s call to seek His face, we 

need to respond in faith and say: “Your face O Lord, I shall 

seek.” From the depths of our hearts we need to resolve to 

quietly and relentlessly seek the face of God.  

 When we give ourselves to pursuing His presence, God 

will be faithful to keep His word. He will transform our hearts 

into living temples and fill us with His Spirit. He will show us 

the path of life that leads to our hearts and into the presence of 

Christ. By His grace, God will draw us into His presence to 

commune with Him in love, intimacy and unity. 
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Questions 

How can I know for sure if God is present in my heart? 

Do I really want to seek God’s face? 

Do I truly believe that I can enter into God’s presence?  

Am I afraid of coming into the presence of God? Why or why 

not?  
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Study 4 

 

Seeing God 

“Let them construct a sanctuary for Me,  

that I may dwell among them.” 

Exodus 25:8 

Heart of the Sanctuary 

1 Corinthians 3:16 

Do you not know that you are a temple of God 

and that the Spirit of God dwells in you? 

 

In Scripture, the sanctuary of God was found in the tabernacle 

or temple. It was the sacred dwelling place of God’s presence 

and glory.1 By filling us with His Spirit, Jesus has made us into 

a living temple of God. The presence of God that previously 

dwelt in the Holy of Holies of the tabernacle can now be 

found in the temple of our hearts. The heart is the new 

sanctuary of God. 
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Seeing God  

Psalm 63:2-3 

Thus I have seen You in the sanctuary, to see 

Your power and Your glory. Because Your 

lovingkindness is better than life, my lips will 

praise You. 

 

David saw God in the sanctuary. Like David, seeing God is a 

part of our inheritance in Christ. It is a reality that we can 

experience if we have the faith and desire to come into His 

sanctuary. But what does it actually mean to see God? How 

are our eyes opened to see?  

 

Ephesians 1:18-19a 

I pray that the eyes of your heart may be 

enlightened, so that you will know what is the 

hope of His calling, what are the riches of the 

glory of His inheritance in the saints, and what is 

the surpassing greatness of His power toward us 

who believe. 2 

 

See: Horao (hor-ah-o)3 

To see with the eyes; to see with the mind, to 

perceive, know; to see, i.e. become acquainted 

with by experience, to experience; to look to. 

Used in the metaphorical sense: “to see with the 

mind” (“spiritually see”); perceive (with inward 

spiritual perception) as in “I see what you mean.”4 
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God is Spirit and so we see God spiritually with the eyes of 

our heart rather than our natural eyes. In this way, to horao 

Jesus is not to see Him physically but to come to know Him by 

spiritual experience. So like David, we see God when we 

experience Him in the sanctuary of our hearts. As we come 

into the conscious awareness of God’s presence within us we 

see His face and we get to know Jesus through actual 

experience.  

 So how can we come into the sanctuary of the heart? 

A New and Living Way 

Hebrews 10:19-22 

Therefore, brethren, since we have confidence to 

enter the holy place by the blood of Jesus, by a 

new and living way which He inaugurated for us 

through the veil, that is, His flesh, and since we 

have a great priest over the house of God, let us 

draw near with a sincere heart in full assurance of 

faith, having our hearts sprinkled clean from an 

evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure 

water.5 

 

In the temple, the Holy of Holies was concealed behind a veil. 

Before the high priest could pass behind the veil he had to 

complete a cleansing ritual and clothe himself in robes which 

represented the holiness and righteousness of his heart. Only 

when the high priest was washed and clothed in righteous 

garments could he enter into God’s presence. 
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 In spiritual terms, this speaks of the standard of 

righteousness and purity that God still requires of those who 

would enter into His presence. It is the standard of the nature 

and life of Christ Jesus Himself. Because the flesh (perfect 

nature) of Jesus is the veil that separates us from God, the only 

way we can come into the Holy of Holies is through His flesh 

and blood. Jesus is our new and living way. 

Pure and Upright in Heart 

Matthew 5:8 

“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see 

God.” 

 

Psalm 11:7 

For the LORD is righteous, He loves righteousness; 

the upright will behold His face. 

 

Only those people who are righteous and pure in heart meet 

God’s criteria for entering into the Holy of Holies. So in terms 

of spiritual experience, if we are to enter into the presence of 

God and behold His face then we need to know the reality of 

being made righteous and holy before God.  

Pure and Holy 

1 John 1:7 

If we walk in the Light as He Himself is in the 

Light, we have fellowship with one another, and 

the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin. 
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In Series Two we saw how true purity is only found in the 

blood of Jesus. As we drink the blood of Jesus by faith, His life 

flows into us and cleanses us from all our sin. Through His 

indwelling life we are united with Christ and share in His 

holiness and purity.  

 Just as there is no darkness that can overcome light, so 

there is no sin that can overcome the blood of Jesus. His blood 

is the ultimate solution to all sin. The blood of Christ 

completely washes away the presence and defilement of all 

our sin, and then abides within us, replacing our sin with His 

life and purity.  

The Old Self 

Matthew 3:10-11 

“The axe is already laid at the root of the trees; 

therefore every tree that does not bear good fruit 

is cut down and thrown into the fire. As for me, I 

baptize you with water for repentance, but He 

who is coming after me is mightier than I, and I 

am not fit to remove His sandals; He will baptize 

you with the Holy Spirit and fire.” 

 

When John spoke of Jesus, he said that the axe was at the root 

of the trees. No longer was God just going to deal with the 

fruit of our sinful acts. Through the sacrifice of His Son, the 

Father was putting an axe to the root of sin within people. 
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Ephesians 4:22 

…that, in reference to your former manner of 

life, you lay aside the old self, which is being 

corrupted in accordance with the lusts of deceit… 

 

The root of sin is the old self. It is our distorted identity which 

is being constantly corrupted by lust and deceit. It is the 

indwelling power of sin that is also known as the flesh or the 

old man. This root of sin within us is the source of our sinful 

desires and fallen motives which lead us to act sinfully. It is 

this foreign nature of sin that distorts our true identity in 

Christ and constantly fights to keep us from the presence of 

God. 

 Jesus went to the cross, not just to secure forgiveness for 

our all our sinful acts, but to destroy the root of sin within us. 

As we saw in Series Two, Jesus conquered our old self at the 

cross. He became sin, bore the judgment of God and died. He 

took our old self into death so that we could live in unity with 

Him.  

 Jesus has done everything required for complete victory 

over our old life. Yet it is not enough just to know and believe 

in the power of the cross. It has to become a reality in our 

lives. So Jesus calls us to embrace the power of the cross and 

lay aside our old self. Like an old soiled garment, we are called 

to take off the old self and cast it into the fire of the cross. In its 

place we are then called to be clothed with Christ as our new 

self.  
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The New Self 

Ephesians 4:20-24 (emphasis added) 

But you did not learn Christ in this way, if indeed 

you have heard Him and have been taught in 

Him, just as truth is in Jesus, that, in reference to 

your former manner of life, you lay aside the old 

self, which is being corrupted in accordance with 

the lusts of deceit, and that you be renewed in the 

spirit of your mind, and put on the new self, 

which in the likeness of God has been created in 

righteousness and holiness of the truth. 

 

The new self is our true identity in union with Christ. In this 

passage we find that our new self has been created in holiness 

and righteousness. Our new self is holy because God created it 

without any corruption and it flows with the blood of Jesus. It 

is righteous because it is created in the righteous image of 

Christ and bears His nature.6  

 Because the new self is created in the likeness and image of 

God, it only exists in unity with Him.7 In this sense, the new 

self is not a new I but a new we. As we put on our new self we 

are being clothed with Christ and made one with Him. By 

faith, the nature and life of Jesus encompass us and soak into 

our very being. As we put on our new self we become a new 

creation that inherently meets God’s standard of purity and 

righteousness. We become people who live in Christ and can 

pass through the veil into the presence of the living God.8 
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Flesh and Blood 

John 6:53-56 

So Jesus said to them, “Truly, truly, I say to you, 

unless you eat the flesh of the Son of Man and 

drink His blood, you have no life in yourselves. 

He who eats My flesh and drinks My blood has 

eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last 

day. For My flesh is true food, and My blood is 

true drink. “He who eats My flesh and drinks My 

blood abides in Me, and I in him.” 

 

To enter into the presence of God we need to be united with 

Christ in His righteousness and holiness. As we saw in Series 

Two we are united with Jesus as we eat His flesh and drink 

His blood. When we eat His flesh, we partake of the divine 

nature and put on the new self. 9 When we drink His blood we 

put off the old self and are cleansed and filled with the living 

Spirit of God. This is the exchange of the cross. Jesus died not 

just to take our sin, but to give us His life. As we come to the 

cross we give Jesus our sin and corruption and in return we 

receive His holiness and righteousness.10 

 We eat the flesh of Christ as we devour His word. We drink 

His blood as we abide in His Spirit. Through this communion 

with Christ, the very nature and life of Jesus is formed within 

us. This principle of nature and life, flesh and blood, word and 

Spirit, and heart and presence is found throughout the 

Scriptures. The laver is needed to hold the water. The lamp is 

needed to hold the oil. The flesh needs the blood to live and 

the blood needs the flesh to flow. Wineskins are needed to 
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contain the wine. And a righteous heart is needed to be filled 

with the glorious life and presence of God. Therefore we 

cannot prefer the word to the Spirit or the Spirit to the word. 

We need to richly immerse ourselves in both the word and the 

Spirit in order to be conformed to the image of Christ and 

know more of His awesome presence. 

Grace of His Presence 

Psalm 41:12 

As for me, You uphold me in my integrity,  

And You set me in Your presence forever.  

 

It is God alone that sets us in His presence. Entering into the 

presence of God is a gift and privilege that God gives us 

entirely in His grace and love. Every aspect of our preparation 

is therefore also sourced entirely in the grace of God. Being 

called to seek God’s face is a call of grace. Eating and drinking 

of Christ is a gift of grace. Putting on our new self and putting 

off the old self are acts of grace. Receiving the living word is 

receiving the grace of God. Being washed and made pure is a 

gift of grace. From beginning to end, our whole journey into 

the presence of God is a journey of grace.11 

 As we saw in Series One, the only way to access grace is 

through faith. So as we prepare to enter into the presence of 

God we need to ask God to fill our hearts with His faith. As 

He forms His faith in us, we can receive His abundant grace 

and enter into His presence with confidence and boldness.12  



4 | Seeing God 

40 

Summary 

If we are to seek the face of God then we need to learn the 

ways of grace. Only God can set us in His presence and so we 

need to constantly depend on the Spirit for our every step into 

His presence. 

 To see the face of God we need to come before God in the 

holiness and righteousness of Christ. As we lay aside our 

sinful old life and let the blood of Jesus purify our hearts we 

are made holy in Him. As we put on our new self, we clothe 

ourselves with Christ and His nature is formed in us. When 

the nature and life of Jesus are present within us, we 

experience our true identity in Christ as the flesh and blood of 

our Father. Because we are the flesh and blood of God 

through Jesus, now and forever, we can freely pass through 

the veil and come into our Father’s awesome presence and 

behold His beauty and glory.  

Questions 

Is it really possible to put off the old self?  

Do I truly want to put off the old self? 

What is my next step in laying off the old self and putting on 

the new? 

Who is my true self?  

Am I truly righteous and holy? 
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Study 5 

 

Purity and Presence 

Pursue peace with all men, and the sanctification  

without which no one will see the Lord. 

Hebrews 12:14 

 

In Scripture, the sanctuary of God was an entirely holy place 

and so the need for purity was absolute. The high priest could 

only enter into the Holy of Holies after he had been made 

pure through blood and water. Like the high priest, if we 

want to see God in His sanctuary within us then we need to 

come before God in total purity. Therefore Scripture calls us to 

continually pursue the sanctification that we need if we are to 

see God in His presence.1  

 

Hebrews 10:10 

By this will we have been sanctified through the 

offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all. 



5 | Purity and Presence 

42 

In Hebrews 12 we are called to pursue sanctification, yet here 

we find that we have been sanctified through the offering of 

Jesus Christ. So if we are already sanctified through Christ 

then why are we called to pursue sanctification? Are we 

sanctified or not?  

Sanctification in Christ 

2 Corinthians 5:21 

He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our 

behalf, so that we might become the 

righteousness of God in Him. 

 

At the cross, the Father made Jesus to become sin on our 

behalf. Jesus became our sin. He then bore the wrath of God 

and took our sin to hell to be destroyed out of all existence 

and forever forgotten. The cross was a finished work of God 

that brought the complete and final victory over sin. So there 

is nothing that we can do to overcome sin and make ourselves 

holy. Sin was defeated by Jesus Christ alone, once and forever. 

He has done it all. Now and forever, sanctification is only 

found in Christ.2   

Experiencing Sanctification 

Ephesians 1:3-4 

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual 

blessing in the heavenly places in Christ, just as 

He chose us in Him before the foundation of the 
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world, that we would be holy and blameless 

before Him. 

 

In Series One we saw how God has given us an awesome 

inheritance in the life and presence of Christ Jesus. He has 

held nothing back. When we were lost in sin, God freely gave 

His Son for our redemption. Now, having become His 

children through faith, our Father gives us every spiritual 

blessing in Jesus. Jesus is our inheritance. 

 If the king of a far-away kingdom died and left all his 

riches to us, it would not change our lives unless we actually 

left our home, travelled to the kingdom, and took possession 

of our inheritance. In the same way, God has given us an 

awesome inheritance in Christ, but we need to take possession 

of our inheritance if it is going to transform our lives. So 

rather than settle for the knowledge of what God has given us, 

we need to seek God to make His work a reality in our lives. 

 

John 16:13 

“But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will 

guide you into all the truth [aletheia/reality]; for 

He will not speak on His own initiative, but 

whatever He hears, He will speak; and He will 

disclose to you what is to come.” 

 

The Father wants us to experience a living unity with Jesus 

and enjoy the blessings that we have in Him. So He gives us 

His Spirit to lead us into truth and reality. It is the role of the 

Spirit to lead us out from our old life and into the reality of 
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our new life in Christ. He takes the blessings that are ours in 

the heavenly realm and speaks them into being so that we can 

possess our inheritance in Christ through actual experience.  

 The same is true for our sanctification. Sanctification is 

being set apart from sin and the world and being made holy in 

Jesus. It is the purity that comes from having the blood of 

Jesus flowing through our hearts making us one with Christ.3 

So we were sanctified when we first gave our lives to Christ 

because at that time Jesus took us into Himself. Yet at the 

same time Jesus also gave us an inheritance in sanctification. 

So while we are able to claim to be holy in Christ from the 

very beginning, the Spirit of Jesus is determined to make the 

blessing of His holiness a reality that we experience in our 

present lives. He is set on purifying our hearts and making us 

holy and righteous in the way we think, believe feel and act. 

Therefore He calls us to constantly pursue sanctification. Jesus 

wants us to experience the power of the cross and to partner 

with His Spirit as He increases our unity, purity and ability to 

see God. 

Pure in Heart 

So is this all really possible? Is the personal experience of 

sanctification a reality that we can know in this life? Can God 

really make our hearts truly pure before Him? 

 

Matthew 5:8 

“Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see 

God.” 
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When Jesus blesses those who are pure in heart, He is not 

blessing an imaginary people. He is speaking the truth: those 

who are pure in heart will see God. Jesus is confident in His 

ability to purify our hearts and so this verse is both a 

statement of fact and a promise of our inheritance. If we let 

Jesus cleanse our hearts with His blood and share His holiness 

with us, we will see Him. We simply need to enter into our 

inheritance of purity and holiness of Christ. As we are united 

with Jesus in His holiness, we can enter into the presence of 

God and see Him with the eyes of our hearts. The presence of 

Jesus’ blood within us makes it all possible.  

 But what if we commit a sin? What if we lapse in our 

righteousness and dishonor our unity with Christ? Are we 

then excluded from the presence of God?  

Hiding from God 

By choosing to sin we act outside of faith and deny our unity 

with Christ. We do our will instead of God’s will and in doing 

so we create a sense of identity apart from Christ. Through 

sin, we allow unbelief to enter into our hearts and we deceive 

ourselves. In the moment of sin we choose to deny that we are 

who God says we are. We choose to act as one apart from Christ 

rather than one with Christ. 

 

Genesis 3:6-8 

When the woman saw that the tree was good for 

food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and 

that the tree was desirable to make one wise, she 
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took from its fruit and ate; and she gave also to 

her husband with her, and he ate. Then the eyes 

of both of them were opened, and they knew that 

they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves 

together and made themselves loin coverings. 

They heard the sound of the LORD God walking 

in the garden in the cool of the day, and the man 

and his wife hid themselves from the presence of 

the LORD God among the trees of the garden. 

 

When Adam and Eve sinned they hid themselves from God’s 

presence. Yet God did not hide Himself or remove His 

presence from Adam and Eve because of their sin. Instead of 

fleeing from His sinful children, the Father searched them out. 

He found Adam and Eve hiding, and in His love the Father 

covered His children with the skin of a sacrifice.  

 From the very beginning, sin has led people to hide from 

the presence of God. Darkness flees from the light and so like 

Adam and Eve, when we sin our natural instinct is to hide 

from the presence of God. But our Father’s natural instinct is 

to forgive our sin, cover us and take us back into His 

presence.4 

 To honor God’s heart, we need to act against our fallen 

instincts and learn to run to the presence of God in every 

situation. If we have sinned, we need to remember the love of 

God, the power of the cross and our unity with Jesus.5 We 

need to know that we do not approach the throne of God’s 

presence on the basis of our own works, worthiness or purity. 
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We come only on the basis of the holiness of Jesus and our 

unity with Him. We come because His blood flows through 

our hearts and we share in His holiness and purity. We come 

because we possess His Spirit and so we have the birthright 

and privilege to come before our Father in every circumstance.  

Letting Go 

Regardless of whether we have acted righteously or if we 

have missed the mark, God is calling us to seek His face and 

turn to His presence. We do not disqualify ourselves from 

God’s presence because of sin. Jesus died to overcome our sin 

and open the way into the presence of the Father. Therefore 

sin can only keep us from His presence if we choose to own 

the shame of our sin and hide ourselves from God.  

  

1 John 1:7-9 

But if we walk in the Light as He Himself is in 

the Light, we have fellowship with one another, 

and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from 

all sin. If we say that we have no sin, we are 

deceiving ourselves and the truth is not in us. If 

we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous 

to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 

 

The blood of Jesus cleanses us from all sin and all 

unrighteousness. There is no sin that is too great for the blood 

of Jesus. Yet even though we can know the truth of this in our 
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minds, our hearts can sometimes hold onto the memory of our 

sin and foster a sense of unworthiness, shame and failure. So 

how can we truly know the truth and joy of our absolute 

forgiveness in Christ? How can we let that truth open the 

doors to His presence? 

 

1 Timothy 1:5 

But the goal of our instruction is love from a pure 

heart and a good conscience and a sincere faith. 

 

Hebrews 9:14 

…how much more will the blood of Christ, who 

through the eternal Spirit offered Himself 

without blemish to God, cleanse your conscience 

from dead works to serve the living God? 

 

The blood of Jesus not only cleanses us from all our sin, but it 

is powerful enough to cleanse our conscience from the stain of 

sin.6 The blood of Jesus cleanses the heart and the mind. So if 

we sin, we need to remember that Jesus suffered and died to 

destroy that sin out of existence. To honor the sacrifice of 

Christ we need to embrace the love and forgiveness of God 

and let the blood of Jesus purify our heart and cleanse our 

conscience. When His blood soaks into our conscience we will 

find that we both intellectually and emotionally know the 

forgiveness of God. With a pure heart and clean conscience we 

can then run to the sanctuary of God and into the open arms 

of our Father. 
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Summary 

God has designed our hearts to be temples of His presence. 

The awesome glory and presence of God that was found in 

the Holy of Holies can now be found in the sanctuary of the 

heart.  

 However we can only come into the Holy of Holies when 

we have a pure heart. If we are to spiritually see the face of 

God then we need to pursue the reality of sanctification. We 

need to resist the urge to dwell on our sin and hide ourselves 

from God. Instead we need to let the blood of Jesus expose 

and wash away all sin, cleansing our heart and conscience 

from the corruption of sin. With the blood of Jesus flowing 

through our hearts and with His nature within us, we can 

then freely enter into the awesome glory of the presence of 

God.  

Who May Ascend? 

Psalm 24:3-6 

Who may ascend into the hill of the LORD? And 

who may stand in His holy place? He who has 

clean hands and a pure heart, who has not lifted 

up his soul to falsehood and has not sworn 

deceitfully. He shall receive a blessing from the 

LORD and righteousness from the God of his 

salvation. This is the generation of those who 

seek Him, who seek Your face—even Jacob. 

Selah. 
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The generation of those who seek the face of God are those 

people who seek to stand in the holy place of God’s presence 

and glory. They are people who have been washed and 

renewed by God and now have clean hands and a pure heart. 

They are people in whom the blood of Jesus flows. Like 

David, they are ordinary people who are overcome by the 

love of God. They are people who are devoted to knowing the 

reality of God’s presence and becoming one with Christ. So 

will we be a part of that generation? 

Questions 

What does it mean to be pure in heart? 

What would it take to become pure in heart?  

Is there any sin that the blood of Jesus cannot wash away? 

Do I want to experience more sanctification?  

Who does God say I am?  
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Study 6 

 

The Glory of God 

Thus I have seen You in the sanctuary, to see Your power and 

Your glory. Because Your lovingkindness is better than life,  

My lips will praise You. 

Psalm 17:15 (NKJV) 

When we come into the sanctuary of the heart we experience 

the presence of God. With the eyes of our hearts we see the 

power and glory of God. But what is the glory of God? How 

do we see God’s glory?1 

Moses and the Presence 

Exodus 33:7-11 

Now Moses used to take the tent and pitch it 

outside the camp, a good distance from the camp, 

and he called it the tent of meeting. And 

everyone who sought the LORD would go out to 

the tent of meeting which was outside the camp. 
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And it came about, whenever Moses went out to 

the tent, that all the people would arise and stand, 

each at the entrance of his tent, and gaze after 

Moses until he entered the tent. Whenever Moses 

entered the tent, the pillar of cloud would 

descend and stand at the entrance of the tent; and 

the LORD would speak with Moses. When all the 

people saw the pillar of cloud standing at the 

entrance of the tent, all the people would arise 

and worship, each at the entrance of his tent. 

Thus the LORD used to speak to Moses face to 

face, just as a man speaks to his friend. When 

Moses returned to the camp, his servant Joshua, 

the son of Nun, a young man, would not depart 

from the tent. 

 

Before God gave Moses the plans for the tabernacle, Moses 

would meet with God in a tent simply known as the tent of 

meeting. When Moses was in the tent, God would surround 

him with His awesome presence and then talk to Moses face 

to face as a friend. So for Moses, entering into God’s presence 

involved both awe and intimacy, humility and familiarity, and 

reverence as well as freedom.  

 Like Moses, when we enter into the presence of God we 

come into a place of intimate connection with the Spirit. As we 

spend time in God’s presence we grow in clarity, intimacy, 

unity, glory, and reality. And we are changed. The more time 

we spend with Jesus, the more His nature soaks into us and 

transforms us into His image.  
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Transformation 

Exodus 34:29-35 

It came about when Moses was coming down 

from Mount Sinai (and the two tablets of the 

testimony were in Moses’ hand as he was coming 

down from the mountain), that Moses did not 

know that the skin of his face shone because of 

his speaking with Him. So when Aaron and all 

the sons of Israel saw Moses, behold, the skin of 

his face shone, and they were afraid to come near 

him. Then Moses called to them, and Aaron and 

all the rulers in the congregation returned to him; 

and Moses spoke to them. Afterward all the sons 

of Israel came near, and he commanded them to 

do everything that the LORD had spoken to him 

on Mount Sinai. When Moses had finished 

speaking with them, he put a veil over his face. 

But whenever Moses went in before the LORD to 

speak with Him, he would take off the veil until 

he came out; and whenever he came out and 

spoke to the sons of Israel what he had been 

commanded, the sons of Israel would see the face 

of Moses, that the skin of Moses’ face shone. So 

Moses would replace the veil over his face until 

he went in to speak with Him. 

 

On Mount Sinai, God met with Moses and gave him the Ten 

Commandments. Through his time in the presence of God, 

Moses was changed. The glory of God’s presence literally 
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soaked into Moses so that when he came back down from the 

mountain, Moses’ face shone with the glory of God.  

 

Numbers 12:3 

Now the man Moses was very humble, more than 

any man who was on the face of the earth. 

 

Of all the people alive at the time, Moses was the most humble 

and also the most intimately connected with God.2 As Moses 

spent time with God on the mountain and in the tent, He was 

transformed by God’s presence. Outwardly, His face radiated 

with the glory of God and inwardly Moses’ heart was changed 

into God’s image. The nature of God was formed in Moses 

and could be seen in the depth of his humility. 

Presence and Glory 

2 Corinthians 3:4-16 

Such confidence we have through Christ toward 

God. Not that we are adequate in ourselves to 

consider anything as coming from ourselves, but 

our adequacy is from God, who also made us 

adequate as servants of a new covenant, not of the 

letter but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the 

Spirit gives life. But if the ministry of death, in 

letters engraved on stones, came with glory, so 

that the sons of Israel could not look intently at 

the face of Moses because of the glory of his face, 

fading as it was, how will the ministry of the 

Spirit fail to be even more with glory? For if the 
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ministry of condemnation has glory, much more 

does the ministry of righteousness abound in 

glory. For indeed what had glory, in this case has 

no glory because of the glory that surpasses it. For 

if that which fades away was with glory, much 

more that which remains is in glory. 

 Therefore having such a hope, we use great 

boldness in our speech, and are not like Moses, 

who used to put a veil over his face so that the 

sons of Israel would not look intently at the end 

of what was fading away. But their minds were 

hardened; for until this very day at the reading of 

the old covenant the same veil remains unlifted, 

because it is removed in Christ. But to this day 

whenever Moses is read, a veil lies over their 

heart; but whenever a person turns to the Lord, 

the veil is taken away.  

 Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit 

of the Lord is, there is liberty. But we all, with 

unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory 

of the Lord, are being transformed into the same 

image from glory to glory, just as from the Lord, 

the Spirit. 

 

The glory of the Mosaic law was only a shadow of the glory of 

the new covenant in Christ Jesus. The spiritual glory of a life 

lived in the faith, grace and love of Christ far surpasses the 

fading glory of the law.  
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 Just as Moses wore a veil to prevent people from seeing the 

glory of God in his face, so there was once a veil over our 

hearts that kept us from seeing the glory of God. However, 

when we entered into the covenant of faith with Jesus, He 

took the spiritual veil away from our hearts so that we could 

begin to behold His glory. But is it really possible to see God’s 

glory? What is the glory of God?  

The Glory of God 

Hebrews 1:1-3a 

God, after He spoke long ago to the fathers in the 

prophets in many portions and in many ways, in 

these last days has spoken to us in His Son, whom 

He appointed heir of all things, through whom 

also He made the world. And He is the radiance 

of His glory and the exact representation of His 

nature, and upholds all things by the word of His 

power. 

 

2 Corinthians 4:6 

For God, who said, “Light shall shine out of 

darkness,” is the One who has shone in our hearts 

to give the Light of the knowledge of the glory of 

God in the face [presence] of Christ. 

 

Jesus is the radiance of the glory of God.3 Jesus and the Father 

are One and so Jesus possesses and radiates the full glory of 

the Father. Because we can only come to know the Father 
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through Jesus, God has shone His light into our hearts to give 

us the knowledge of His glory in the presence of Jesus.  

 

2 Corinthians 3:17-18 

Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit 

of the Lord is, there is liberty. But we all, with 

unveiled face, beholding as in a mirror the glory 

of the Lord, are being transformed into the same 

image from glory to glory, just as from the Lord, 

the Spirit. 

 

When we enter into the presence of God, we come to see the 

glory of God in Christ Jesus and as we behold Jesus we become 

like Him.4 In His presence we are transformed into His image. 

Our hearts are infused with His nature of love and our life is 

overwhelmed with the living energy of His Spirit. As we 

spend time with God in His presence, we are united with 

Christ and are conformed to His image and likeness. 

 

Colossians 3:9-10 

Do not lie to one another, since you laid aside the 

old self with its evil practices, and have put on 

the new self who is being renewed to a true 

knowledge according to the image of the One 

who created him. 

 

Psalm 17:15 (NKJV) 

As for me, I will see Your face in righteousness; I 

shall be satisfied when I awake in Your likeness. 
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Like David, when we see the face of God we are changed into 

His likeness. In the presence of God we are clothed with our 

true selves and we become who God created us to be. Simply 

by beholding the glory of Jesus we are renewed and 

transformed into His image.  

Summary 

On Mount Sinai, Moses communed with God and was forever 

changed. When he came down from God’s presence, Moses’ 

face shone with the glory of God. And yet the radiance of 

Moses was like a shadow compared to the surpassing glory of 

the indwelling life of Christ.  

 So like Moses, when we abide in the presence of God the 

Spirit works in us to transform us into God’s original design. 

With effortless grace, the Holy Spirit renews and restores our 

heart, soul and mind. All we need to do is to open our heart 

and start to seek the face of God. If we are willing, the Spirit of 

Jesus will teach us how to enter into His presence, where we 

can begin to look upon the face of Christ. Then, as we behold 

the glory of Jesus, we will naturally take on His image and 

begin to radiate His love and shine with His glory.  

Questions 

What is my desire for the presence of God? 

What does it mean to speak face to face with God?  

How is our humility connected to the glory of God? 

Are there any veils over my heart that need to be removed?  
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Study 7 

 

Abiding in Christ 

Let me dwell in Your tent forever; 

Let me take refuge in the shelter of Your wings. 

Psalm 62:4 

One Thing 

Psalm 27:4 

One thing I have asked from the LORD, that I 

shall seek: That I may dwell in the house of the 

LORD all the days of my life to behold the beauty 

of the LORD and to meditate in His temple. 

 

David’s heart was at home in the presence of God. Such was 

his love for God’s presence that David’s only request of God 

was that he might dwell in the sanctuary all the days of his 

life. For David there was no greater way to spend his life than 

in God’s presence, simply beholding his beauty. 
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Seeking the Face of God 

Psalm 105:3-4 

Glory in His holy name; let the heart of those 

who seek the LORD be glad. Seek the LORD and 

His strength; seek His face continually. 

 

In this passage God is calling us to seek His face continually. 

Seeking God’s face is not to be something that we do just in 

our quiet times. Rather, we are to set our hearts on knowing 

His presence within us all the time.  

 If we are to continually seek God’s face then we need to 

move our focus from seeking to enjoy times in God’s presence 

to seeking to live our lives in His presence. As we believe in 

God’s constant presence, our faith accesses His grace. Through 

grace we can then learn how to maintain an awareness of His 

presence with us throughout our daily lives.  

  This call to live in the presence of God is similar to our call 

to worship. While we can have focused times of worshipping 

God, we are ultimately called to be living sacrifices as we lead 

a life of worship. The same principle applies to waiting on 

God. In Series Two we saw that beyond our specific times of 

waiting on God we are called to a life of waiting by being 

constantly available and attentive to Him. In the same way, 

we can all have times when we are blessed as we experience 

the presence of God in a magnified way. Yet we are called to 

take the sense of God’s presence beyond the walls of our quiet 

times. We are called to live continually in His presence.1  
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 Continually living life in the presence of God is a part of 

our spiritual inheritance in Christ. But is this really possible? 

Can we live in the unbroken sense of the presence of God? 

 

Matthew 7:7-8 

“Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you 

will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. For 

everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks 

finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened.” 

 

God does not call us to seek His presence in vain. Every call 

and command of God is a promise of our inheritance that we 

can experience by faith.2 What seems impossible for us is easy 

for Christ. So if we are faithful to continually seek God’s face 

then He will be faithful to let us continually find Him. By 

God’s amazing grace we can live in His presence.3  

Abide in Me 

John 15:1-8 

“I am the true vine, and My Father is the 

vinedresser. Every branch in Me that does not 

bear fruit, He takes away; and every branch that 

bears fruit, He prunes it so that it may bear more 

fruit. You are already clean because of the word 

which I have spoken to you. Abide in Me, and I 

in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself 

unless it abides in the vine, so neither can you 

unless you abide in Me. I am the vine, you are the 

branches; he who abides in Me and I in him, he 
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bears much fruit, for apart from Me you can do 

nothing. If anyone does not abide in Me, he is 

thrown away as a branch and dries up; and they 

gather them, and cast them into the fire and they 

are burned. If you abide in Me, and My words 

abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will 

be done for you. My Father is glorified by this, 

that you bear much fruit, and so prove to be My 

disciples.” 

 

This passage echoes our call to constantly live in the presence 

of God. For a branch to live and bear fruit it must continually 

abide in the vine. In the same way, if we want to live and bear 

spiritual fruit, we need to abide in Christ.  

 Abiding in Christ is more than spending regular time in 

His presence. It is continually living in His presence and love. 

It is being immersed in the Spirit of God and taking the sense 

of His presence and our conversation with Him into every 

aspect of our lives. It is learning to live out our natural lives 

while staying continually connected to God and keeping our 

hearts in His presence. 

 So how can we live our lives in the presence of God? 

Universal Presence of God 

Jeremiah 23:24 

“Can a man hide himself in hiding places so I do 

not see him?” declares the LORD. “Do I not fill 

the heavens and the earth?” declares the LORD. 
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Ephesians 4:4-6 

There is one body and one Spirit, just as also you 

were called in one hope of your calling; one Lord, 

one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all 

who is over all and through all and in all.4 

 

God is over all, through all, and in all. The presence of God is 

everywhere. Through His Spirit, God fills the heavens and the 

earth, and sustains and pervades all creation, including us. 

This is the universal and inescapable presence of God.  

 

Exodus 40:32-35 

When they entered the tent of meeting, and 

when they approached the altar, they washed, 

just as the LORD had commanded Moses. He 

erected the court all around the tabernacle and 

the altar, and hung up the veil for the gateway of 

the court. Thus Moses finished the work. 

 Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and 

the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle. 

Moses was not able to enter the tent of meeting 

because the cloud had settled on it, and the glory 

of the LORD filled the tabernacle. 

 

When God filled the tabernacle of Moses with the cloud of His 

presence, the glory was so awesome and intense that Moses 

could not enter the tent. What Israel encountered on that day 

was the manifest presence of God. It was a visible revelation 

of the spiritual glory of His presence. 
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 God is, has been, and always will be infinite, limitless and 

unchanging in glory.5 Therefore there is no real difference 

between the nature of His universal presence and His 

manifest presence. When God filled the tabernacle, He did not 

make Himself more glorious. Rather He simply manifested 

His presence so that Israel could see His glory with their 

natural eyes. 

 Therefore our experience of the presence of God is directly 

related to our ability to perceive His presence. So while at 

times God may give us a revelation and open our eyes to 

experience Him in a tangible way, our ability to see His glory 

or feel His presence does not alter the fact that the awesome 

presence of God is always with us.  

The Air of His Presence 

John 20:21-22 

So Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you; 

as the Father has sent Me, I also send you.” And 

when He had said this, He breathed on them and 

said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 

 

As in the beginning, here Jesus releases His Spirit through a 

breath of air. The Holy Spirit is the presence of God and in 

many ways He is similar to air. In the natural realm, even 

though the air surrounds us and keeps us alive, it is rarely 

thought of or noticed. It is only when our air is taken away 

that we fully appreciate our dependence on it and become 

truly focused on our ability to breathe. 
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 So like air, the Spirit of God is constantly surrounding us, 

flowing within us and giving us life. Yet like air, we rarely 

think of or sense the presence of God in our everyday lives. 

We know the truth that God is with us, but we are not always 

consciously aware of His presence. 

 This lack of sensitivity to the constant presence of air is in 

part due to our physical design. Our bodies are designed to 

respond to changes in our environment. For example, we only 

notice the air temperature when it becomes suddenly warmer 

or cooler. Likewise, our attention is only drawn to a constant 

noise when it becomes louder or quieter. In life we are 

continually filtering our senses and focusing on those things 

that are different. However, if we choose to, we can focus our 

attention on those things that are unchanging. We can slow 

down and take some time to look, listen and feel. We can stop 

and simply experience what it feels like to breathe. 

 The same is true for the presence of God. To experience the 

universal presence of God we need to act on the knowledge 

that He is already and always present with us. If we think of 

the presence of God like air then we simply need to remember 

that we are already breathing. God is already within us, 

bringing us life, and so we just need to learn to move our 

awareness from our minds to our hearts. As we take time to 

enter into the sanctuary of our heart, we will start to sense His 

presence. We will feel the radiance of His love. We will sense 

His abiding peace. We will hear His voice. We will become 

aware of His life welling up within us and we will know the 

truth that God is with us. 
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Come and Stay 

Once we come into God’s presence, the key to living there is 

simple: enter into His presence and stay there. Do not leave. 

 In our spirit, there is no distinction between our quiet times 

with God and our natural lives. Therefore we can go into our 

everyday lives without leaving behind the sense of God’s 

presence. In fact, the events of our natural lives can be used to 

prompt us to continually return to God’s presence. When we 

eat and drink we can be reminded to commune with Jesus and 

eat the flesh of His nature and drink the blood of His life. 

When we wash we can seek God to cleanse us spiritually and 

take us deeper into His presence. By God’s grace we can learn 

to carry out our day to day activities while focusing our minds 

on the tasks at hand and keeping our hearts in God’s presence. 

 At first we may find that we too easily wander from the 

presence of God. As our attention is drawn to the activities of 

daily life we can lose the sense of God’s presence in us. This is 

common and the way to overcoming it is simple.6 Every time 

we realize that we are no longer abiding in His presence, we 

focus our hearts back on Jesus, receive His grace, and simply 

enter into His presence again. Then, when we next realize that 

we have lost the sense of His presence, we return again to 

Him. We do not try to work out how we got distracted and we 

do not start to repent, fight or worship our way back to God. 

We do not even say sorry.7 We simply return our hearts to 

Jesus. The more often we return to His presence, the more 

natural and habitual it will become. It will be like coming 

home. 
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 If we give ourselves to living in His presence then by God’s 

grace we can develop a habit of always returning to His 

presence. As the habit grows it will become a lifestyle and 

eventually we will find that we are spending more time in 

God’s presence than out of it, to the point where it will be 

unnatural to be anywhere but in the presence of God. This all 

begins when we devote ourselves to constantly seeking the 

face of God. As we set our hearts on His presence, the Spirit 

will work in us to give us the faith, discipline, patience and 

grace we need to continually live in the presence of God. 

 In this way, seeking to live from the heart in the presence of 

God is both a discipline and a delight. It is a discipline because 

we need to have persistence (and grace) to create a habit of 

turning our attention to His presence throughout the day. Yet 

it is also a delight because the more we come to live in God’s 

presence the more we can experience the joy, life and pleasure 

that is found in communing with Christ.  

Summary 

God is always with us and so He calls us to seek His face 

continually. This is God’s desire for us and He has made it 

possible. Like David, through the grace of God we can seek to 

dwell in His presence forever. By His grace we can enter into 

His presence and we can then take the sense of His presence 

into our everyday lives. By His grace we can live, move and 

have our entire being in Jesus.8 This is our true design and 

calling, and it is all possible through the grace, power and 

love of God that we find in Christ Jesus.  
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Questions 

Do I really believe it is possible to live continually in God’s 

presence? 

Do I want to live in His presence? 

What could prevent me from experiencing the reality of living 

in His presence? 

How can I turn to God even when I’m busy? 

Are there any limits to what I can experience in His presence? 
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Study 8 

 

Pray Without Ceasing 

Rejoice always; pray without ceasing; in everything give thanks; 

for this is God’s will for you in Christ Jesus. 

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 

Just as God call us to live continually in His presence, so He 

also calls us to pray without ceasing.1 But is it possible to live 

a life of constant prayer? What does it mean to pray without 

ceasing? 

Communication 

At its essence, prayer is communication with God. However it 

is not always verbal communication. In the natural realm we 

constantly communicate without words. We use sounds to 

express anything from delight to disgust; our eyes and our 

facial expressions say more than many words; and we can use 

even a slight touch to send a powerful message to another 

person. Overall, the actual words we speak make up only a 
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small portion of our communication and the same is true with 

prayer. 

 Prayer is the expression of our hearts to God. Regardless of 

what we say to God, He always hears the heart. As such, our 

prayers are much more than the words we speak. Prayer is a 

state of the heart towards God.2 

 So to pray without ceasing does not mean that we need to 

constantly use words to talk to God. Rather it means that we 

need to constantly maintain a heart of love towards God, 

consciously living in His presence and listening for His voice.  

 

Romans 8:26-27 

In the same way the Spirit also helps our 

weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we 

should, but the Spirit Himself intercedes for us 

with groanings too deep for words; and He who 

searches the hearts knows what the mind of the 

Spirit is, because He intercedes for the saints 

according to the will of God. 

 

We are entirely dependent on the Holy Spirit to truly pray. He 

is the one who fills our hearts with love and teaches us how to 

pray. Only He can lead us in ceaseless prayer. When we are 

lost for words, it is the Spirit who helps us to connect with 

God without words. Through the Spirit we present the reality 

of our hearts to the Father, who responds to our hearts and 

intervenes to bring about His will in us.  
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A Time to Pray 

So does the prayer of the heart mean that we no longer need 

to pray with the mind? Does the call to pray without ceasing 

mean that we no longer need to have specific times alone to 

pray with God?  

 

Matthew 6:6 

“But you, when you pray, go into your inner 

room, close your door and pray to your Father 

who is in secret, and your Father who sees what 

is done in secret will reward you.” 

 

Jesus is clear in both example and teaching. Like Jesus, we 

need to have focused times of prayer when we express our 

hearts to God in words as well as learning how to live a life of 

ceaseless prayer.  

 In the Abiding in Christ study we saw this principle in 

worshipping, waiting and the presence of God. We are called 

by grace to have regular times of worship when we pour out 

our love upon God. However beyond these times we are also 

called to live a life of worship. Likewise we need to have 

specific times of waiting on God as well as being constantly 

available to God in the day. The same is true of the presence of 

God. While we are to have times of experiencing the manifest 

presence of God, we are also called to live in His presence and 

to constantly seek His face. It is exactly the same for prayer. 

We are to follow Jesus and have regular times of prayer as 

well as learning to pray without ceasing throughout the day.  
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Ongoing Conversation 

In terms of the words of prayer, we can learn to commune 

with God and pray naturally throughout the day by directing 

our thoughts and feelings to God. As we guide our thoughts 

to God, our inner thought-lives can become an endless prayer. 

Through our thoughts we involve the Father in the smallest 

details of our lives and let Him speak into every aspect of our 

day.3 As we listen for His voice, our prayer is no longer just 

talking at God, but rather it is talking with God. It is two 

friends constantly sharing their hearts with one another.  

 As we direct our thoughts to God, our conversation may 

change as we relate to God in different ways. Sometimes our 

conversation may be like that of a servant and master as we 

seek instruction and direction. At other times we may talk 

with our Father like children as we offer Him our thanks for 

all His little blessings. As friends we may converse with Jesus 

in a way that seeks to know His heart. Or our conversation 

may be like that of lovers as we simply whisper our love to 

God and quietly enjoy our lives with Him. 

Effective Prayer 

James 5:16-18 

Therefore, confess your sins to one another, and 

pray for one another so that you may be healed. 

The effective prayer of a righteous man can 

accomplish much. Elijah was a man with a nature 

like ours, and he prayed earnestly that it would 

not rain, and it did not rain on the earth for three 
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years and six months. Then he prayed again, and 

the sky poured rain and the earth produced its 

fruit. 

 

The effective and energized prayer of a righteous person can 

accomplish much. God hears and responds to the heart and so 

the righteous state of the heart is essential in prayer.4 In order 

to pray effectively, we need to learn to come before God in the 

righteousness of Christ. 

  

James 4:3 

You ask and do not receive, because you ask with 

wrong motives, so that you may spend it on your 

pleasures. 

 

If there is effective prayer then there is also ineffective prayer. 

Depending on our hearts, our prayers to God can be effective 

and powerful or they can be empty and meaningless. When 

the motives of our hearts are wrong, we waste our words and 

God does not hear us. It all comes down to the heart.  

 So when we pray to God we need to be aware of our true 

intentions in prayer. Do we really want what we pray for, or 

are we just praying what we think God wants to hear? Are we 

casual or fervent in prayer? Are we praying according to our 

heart’s desire, or we are simply discussing some good ideas 

with God? 
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Praying the Will of God 

1 John 5:14-15 

This is the confidence which we have before 

Him, that, if we ask anything according to His 

will, He hears us. And if we know that He hears 

us in whatever we ask, we know that we have the 

requests which we have asked from Him. 

 

James makes it clear that if we pray in doubt or seek our own 

pleasure that God will not hear our prayers.5 But here we find 

that if we lay down our desires and pray according to His 

will, God promises to grant every request that we make.6 

There is no doubt, disappointment or failure with this kind of 

prayer. It is guaranteed by the word of God: if we pray 

according to the will of God then He will hear us and grant 

our requests.  

 So how can we become united with the will of God? How 

can we know if we are praying according to the will of God 

rather than just praying according to our own will?  

The Exchange 

To pray: proseúxomai (pros-yoo-khom-eye) 

From prós (towards, exchange) and eúxomai (to 

wish, pray). Properly, to exchange wishes; pray. 

Literally, interact with the Lord to switch 

human wishes (ideas) for His wishes (i.e. as He 

imparts faith, “divine persuasion”). 
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Prayer is an exchange of desires with God. Prayer is not a case 

of trying to convince God to do our will or hoping that what 

we pray for might be in His will. When we pray to God, we 

connect with Him and actively exchange our desires for His 

desires. We lay down the cares and desires of our heart and 

ask God to replace them with His desires. When God reveals 

His desires to us we can then pray with complete confidence, 

knowing that He has clearly promised to fulfill His will when 

we pray. 7  

Nature, Life, Will 

Our union with Christ is a union of nature, life, and will.  

 In Series Two we learned that when we eat the flesh of 

Christ we exchange our sinful nature for His holy nature. By 

His grace our heart of stone is replaced with a heart of His 

flesh.8  Likewise, when we drink the blood of Christ, we 

exchange our sinful life with the life of His Holy Spirit. 

Through His blood, we receive the power, vitality, energy and 

life of His Spirit. This eating and drinking of Christ is 

symbolized in communion. When we eat and drink the bread 

and wine of Christ, we remind ourselves to continually 

exchange our nature and life with Jesus. 

 In the same way, prayer is an ongoing exchange with God. 

It is an exchange of the will. Through prayer we yield our 

desires to God and we take up His desires. We exchange our 

will with God and simply ask that His will be done.9  

 Therefore prayer is all about two-way communication. We 

need to listen as well as speak. If our hearts are truly seeking 
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the will of God then He will reveal His will to us and show us 

how we can pray according to His will. While at times this 

may come as an instant revelation, there will be times when 

discovering the will of God may take a little time and effort. 

The Scriptures are the written revelation of God’s will and so 

at times we may need to study and meditate on the word of 

God before coming to an understanding of His will. Once God 

reveals His will to us, we then need to be active, determined, 

and persistent in prayer until we feel released by the Spirit, 

secure in the knowledge that God will act to fulfill His will.  

Active Prayer 

When we pray we are united with God in His will and we 

release the spiritual power of God to fulfill His will. But what 

if God wants to answer our prayers through a person? What if 

God wants to fulfill His will through us? 

 

James 2:14-17 

What use is it, my brethren, if someone says he 

has faith but he has no works? Can that faith save 

him? If a brother or sister is without clothing and 

in need of daily food, and one of you says to 

them, “Go in peace, be warmed and be filled,” and 

yet you do not give them what is necessary for 

their body, what use is that? Even so faith, if it 

has no works, is dead, being by itself. 
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1 John 3:16-18 

We know love by this, that He laid down His life 

for us; and we ought to lay down our lives for the 

brethren. But whoever has the world’s goods, and 

sees his brother in need and closes his heart 

against him, how does the love of God abide in 

him? Little children, let us not love with word or 

with tongue, but in deed and truth. 

 

Prayer without faith is dead and faith without works is dead. 

So if we pray for someone in need but have no intention of 

helping to meet their need then our prayers are a pretense and 

we make ourselves hypocrites.10 Prayer does not release us 

from our responsibility to love others. We cannot ask God to 

meet a need but add the condition that God uses someone else 

to answer our prayers. On the contrary, if we are a part of the 

body of Christ then we need to expect God to act through us. 

So if we are going to truly pray then we need to discover 

God’s will and be fully prepared to personally act according to 

His will. Let us not love just in prayers and words, but in deed 

and in reality. 

 

Philippians 2:13 

…for it is God who is at work in you, both to will 

and to work for His good pleasure. 

 

True prayer unites our heart with the heart of God so that we 

will naturally will and work for His good pleasure.11 When we 
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sacrifice our desires to God, He gives us His desires as well as 

the energy and motivation to act according to those desires.12 

Together, the inner desire and the power to act according to 

the will of God has another name: it is the love of God.  

 In this sense, prayer is not only an exchange of desire, but it 

is an exchange of love. As we humble ourselves and die to our 

agendas and desires in prayer, we express our love for God 

and we open our hearts to receive His awesome and powerful 

love. Through prayer we are transformed by the Spirit and we 

are yoked with Christ so that we may work with Him in doing 

His will. In this way, prayer starts with communication and 

faith and is perfected through action.  

 From this perspective, we find that the call to pray without 

ceasing is a call to continually hear and obey the voice of God. 

It is a call to be constantly ready to act in love. 

Summary 

Prayer is a state of the heart towards God that can find 

expression in everything from silently waiting on God to 

pouring our hearts out before our Father. In prayer we can 

share with God all our hopes, desires, doubts and insecurities, 

and we can lay our hearts bare before God. We can then listen 

to hear His voice and receive His love. The ability to pray to 

the Creator of All Things and to commune with Him is a gift 

of infinite grace that we may never fully understand. And it is 

a gift that God calls us to enjoy without ceasing.  

 The command to pray without ceasing follows our call to 

constantly find grace (rejoice always).13 As we learn to find 
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grace in every situation, we can then exchange our desires 

with God and pray and act according to His will. As we then 

act in faith and obedience we will come to a place of genuine 

thankfulness to God. We will know the joy of working with 

Christ in active prayer to fulfill His awesome will of love.  

Questions 

What are my heart’s desires that I can exchange with God? 

How often have I been praying according to the will of God? 

Have there been times when God has worked through me to 

answer my own prayers? 

Do I really want to pray without ceasing? 
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True prayer is only another name for the love of 

God. Its excellence does not consist in the 

multitude of our words; for our Father knows 

what things we have need of before we ask Him. 

The true prayer is that of the heart, and the heart 

prays only for what it desires. To pray, then is to 

desire—but to desire what God would have us 

desire. He who asks what he does not from the 

bottom of his heart desire, is mistaken in thinking 

that he prays. Let him spend days in reciting 

prayers, in meditation or in inciting himself to 

pious exercises, he prays not once truly, if he 

really desires not the things he pretends to ask. 

 

- Spiritual Progress by Francois Fenelon 
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Study 9 

 

The Voice of God 

Give ear and hear my voice; listen and hear my words. 

Isaiah 28:23 

In Christ we are called to a life of constant prayer, love and 

communion. To enable us to live such a life, God pours out 

His Spirit into us. Because the Spirit of Jesus is constantly 

present within us, we can freely enter into His presence to 

commune , converse and live with Him.  

 Two-way communication is essential to communion and 

prayer. Lovers talk and so as the Spirit fills us He leads us into 

new realms of spiritual communication. This includes seeing 

visions, dreaming dreams, receiving prophesy, and hearing 

His voice with greater clarity. In this study, we will look at 

some of the ways that we can grow in hearing God and 

communing with Him. 
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The Voice of God 

John 18:37b 

“Everyone who is of the truth hears My voice.” 

 

God is not mute like some idol. He speaks all the time and 

absolutely everyone who follows Jesus can hear His voice. For 

some people, hearing God speak may come naturally and 

quickly. For others it may take time to learn. Yet from young 

to old, absolutely everyone is able to hear God speak. 

 Hearing God’s voice is one of the key reasons that He gives 

us His Spirit.1 He wants to speak to us and His desire for us to 

hear His voice is far greater than our own. So if we share His 

desire, we can trust Him to teach us how to discern His voice. 

God is forever faithful and He will not let us down. If we seek 

Him, He will teach us how to hear His voice.  

The Thoughts of Love 

Psalm 139:17 

How precious also are Your thoughts to me, O 

God! How vast is the sum of them! 

 

1 Corinthians 2:9-12, 16 

…as it is written, “Things which eye has not seen 

and ear has not heard, and which have not 

entered the heart of man, all that God has 

prepared for those who love him.” For to us God 

revealed them through the Spirit; for the Spirit 

searches all things, even the depths of God. For 
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who among men knows the thoughts of a man 

except the spirit of the man which is in him? 

Even so the thoughts of God no one knows except 

the Spirit of God. Now we have received, not the 

spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from 

God, so that we may know the things freely given 

to us by God…For who has known the mind of 

the Lord, that he will instruct him? But we have 

the mind of Christ. 

 

No one knows the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God. 

And we have received His Spirit.  

 Jesus has given us His Spirit so that He can share His mind 

with us. Like David, the more we open our hearts and minds 

to discern His thoughts, the more we realize just how vast, 

valuable and countless are the thoughts of God towards us.2  

 

Romans 5:5 

… and hope does not disappoint, because the love 

of God has been poured out within our hearts 

through the Holy Spirit who was given to us. 

 

John 16:13 

“But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will 

guide you into all the truth; for He will not speak 

on His own initiative, but whatever He hears, He 

will speak; and He will disclose to you what is to 

come.” 
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Often it is easier to accept that the Spirit of Jesus is the conduit 

of God’s love into our hearts than it is to accept that He is the 

conduit of God’s thoughts into our minds. We believe that 

God wants to fill us with His love, but for different reasons we 

can doubt that He also wants to fill us with His thoughts. 

However Scripture is clear: God has given us His Spirit to 

speak to us so that through the Spirit of Jesus we may hear 

His voice and know His thoughts.  

 In a very real sense, the voice of God is like the love of God. 

Love is a gift of surpassing grace that is always available to us. 

So is His voice. Because love only comes by grace, it makes no 

sense for us to try to receive God’s love. If we want to receive 

love, we simply believe that God loves us and we open our 

hearts to receive His love. So it is with His voice. If we want to 

hear God, we simply need to believe that God wants to share 

His thoughts with us and then open our hearts and minds to 

hear Him through faith. When we come before God and open 

our hearts to Jesus, we will find Him always waiting, not with 

anger, condemnation, judgment or scorn, but with arms of 

love wide open. 

Looking to Listen 

Habakkuk 2:1-3 

I will stand on my guard post and station myself 

on the rampart; and I will keep watch to see what 

He will speak to me, and how I may reply when I 

am reproved. Then the LORD answered me and 

said, “Record the vision and inscribe it on tablets, 
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that the one who reads it may run. For the vision 

is yet for the appointed time; it hastens toward 

the goal and it will not fail. Though it tarries, wait 

for it; for it will certainly come, it will not delay.” 

 

In this passage we have several keys to learning to hear God’s 

voice. Habakkuk deliberately made time to focus solely on 

God. As a soldier on watch, he stationed himself before God. 

Like Habakkuk, if we want to consistently hear from God then 

we need to learn how to come before God and watch Him 

with the eyes of our hearts. As we make time to focus on 

Jesus, we will find Him ready and willing to share His 

thoughts with us.  

 When Habakkuk writes of waiting on God, he literally says 

that he will keep watch to see what God will speak in him.3 

The voice of God came from within Habakkuk’s heart. So 

regardless of whether the voice of God comes to us as a vision, 

a dream, a word or an understanding, the source is the same: 

God speaks from the heart.4 So like Habakkuk, when we wait 

on God, we need to listen closely to what God will speak 

within us. Rather than listening for an audible voice or looking 

with our natural eyes for a vision, we need to focus with our 

hearts on seeing and hearing what God will say within us.  

 In Habakkuk we learn that faith is an important part of 

hearing God. When Habakkuk waited on God, it was not to 

see if God would speak but what God would say. Habakkuk 

expected to hear God’s voice. So like Habakkuk, when we wait 

on God, we need to remember God’s promise to speak to us. 
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We have the Spirit within us so we have God’s voice within 

us—all the time. Therefore we can always listen with the faith 

and expectancy that He will speak. We can be confident that it 

is not a case of if with God. God is already speaking and if we 

simply learn how to listen, we will hear His voice.  

Record the Vision 

God told Habakkuk to write down what he heard God answer 

within him. This is a powerful key that can help us to build a 

discipline of hearing God into our daily lives. Every day when 

we wait on God, we can take a pen and paper (or computer) 

and write down a question for God and see how He will 

answer us. Habakkuk’s vision came as a flow of words and so 

once we write our question to God we can then ask the Holy 

Spirit to lead us as we start writing down His response.5  

 Learning to hear God in this way can be like learning a 

foreign language: we need to listen carefully and practice a lot. 

As we practice listening and recording what He says each day, 

our faith and clarity will grow. If we continue to practice this 

written dialog with God, our conversation with Him can then 

grow beyond the paper and become an ongoing thought-

dialog with God, filling our days with the thoughts of Christ. 

Vision or Imagination? 

It can be common to doubt what we hear from God in the 

early stages of learning to listen. Visions appear on the same 

canvas as our imagination and God’s thoughts come to our 

minds in a similar way to our own thoughts. Therefore, we 
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need to be diligent to test every vision and every word from 

God.6 We cannot afford to confuse our thoughts with God’s 

thoughts and mistake our own imagination for His visions. 

Throughout history, great damage has been done through 

false visions and deceptive “words from God” and so it is 

essential that we learn to correctly discern between our own 

imagination and the voice of God.7  

 Discernment starts with preparation. Before we begin to 

wait on God we need to ask the Spirit to purify our hearts and 

minds. If we are carrying concerns or desires that may distract 

us from hearing the voice of God then we need to surrender 

those things to God in worship. Having laid down all our 

cares and agendas we can come before God and trust in Him 

to keep His promise and to clearly speak to us. 

 When we write down what we hear from God, we have a 

record of our conversation which we can then pray through as 

we seek understanding and confirmation.8 If we are unsure of 

the accuracy of a word we receive, we can share it with 

believers who are mature in discernment and follow God’s 

ways of testing the word He has spoken.  

Confirming the Word 

2 Corinthians 13:1 

This is the third time I am coming to you. Every 

fact [rhema] is to be confirmed by the testimony 

of two or three witnesses. 
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The rhema of God is the sound of His voice speaking to us. It is 

His living word. If we feel that we have heard God speak 

through a word or vision then we need to be faithful to ask 

Him to confirm His word. When God confirms His voice two 

or three times we can have confidence in His voice and receive 

His grace.9 But if we receive a vision or a word and the Spirit 

of God does not confirm it then we are wise to set it aside and 

move on. If it is from God, He will confirm it. It is a promise. 

The Word of God 

To be sure of His voice, God gives us a number of ways to test 

the words we hear and the visions we see to determine if they 

are true. The word of God is the standard of truth against 

which we are called to test every word. A true vision, word or 

dream from God will never contradict the Scriptures, for God 

does not contradict Himself. The Holy Spirit does not speak to 

us to replace the truth of His word, but to reveal His heart and 

mind to us. At times His voice may illuminate a truth of the 

word and make it real for us. At other times He may give us 

keys to applying His truth in our lives. He may reveal to us 

new depths of our inheritance in Christ or speak of things to 

come. Regardless of what the Spirit of God says to us, we can 

be sure that every spoken word from God will always 

perfectly align with the written word of God. So if a word or 

vision seems contrary to Scripture then we need to either 

disregard it or else continue to seek God to confirm His word 

and reveal its true meaning to us.  
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Witness of the Spirit 

The Spirit of God is also a witness to the truth and He has 

been given to lead us into truth.10 So when we hear a word or 

receive a prophecy or vision, we can wait on the Spirit to 

provide a witness to His word. He is the source of our 

discernment.11 If a word or vision is false, the Spirit can give 

us the inner discernment to know what is truly from Him. 

Spiritual Senses 

Hebrews 5:14 

But solid food is for the mature, who because of 

practice have their senses trained to discern good 

and evil. 

 

A key part of maturing in Christ is learning to train our 

spiritual senses to discern good and evil. Just as our natural 

senses such as seeing and hearing can help us to discern 

naturally, so our spiritual senses can be developed to help us 

to discern the true voice of God. 

The Nature of God 

Matthew 12:34b 

For the mouth speaks out of that which fills the 

heart. 

 

God speaks from His heart and so His words are always 

infused with a sense of His unchanging nature of love and life. 

Every word from God is spirit and life.12 So if a word we hear 
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or receive does not carry a tone of spiritual life and love then 

we can set it aside and move on.13 

Signs and Wonders  

Mark 16:19-20 

So then, when the Lord Jesus had spoken to them, 

He was received up into heaven and sat down at 

the right hand of God. And they went out and 

preached everywhere, while the Lord worked 

with them, and confirmed the word by the signs 

that followed. 

 

When Jesus sent out the apostles, He continued to work with 

them by His Spirit and to confirm His word with signs and 

wonders. In this way, signs and wonders from God can be a 

useful way to confirm His voice.14  

Test of Love 

Deuteronomy 13:1-3 

“If a prophet or a dreamer of dreams arises among 

you and gives you a sign or a wonder, and the 

sign or the wonder comes true, concerning which 

he spoke to you, saying, ‘Let us go after other 

gods (whom you have not known) and let us 

serve them,’ you shall not listen to the words of 

that prophet or that dreamer of dreams; for the 

LORD your God is testing you to find out if you 

love the LORD your God with all your heart and 

with all your soul.”15 
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While God can use signs and wonders to confirm His word, 

we need to be aware that there are false signs and wonders 

that can test our love for God. Deception leads us away from 

the love of God whereas the voice of God leads us into His 

love and truth. As such, our love for God can also be used to 

test a word. Does the word lead us to a greater love for Jesus? 

Does it have the sound of love and truth? Was it spoken in 

love? Even if a word seems to be confirmed in other ways or is 

followed with signs and wonders, it still needs to be weighed 

against the love of God. Any word or vision that would 

undermine our love for God is simply not from Him and 

needs to be rejected.  

Summary 

God has given us His Spirit so that we can live in His presence 

and continually commune with Him. A key aspect of this 

communion is communication: God wants to talk with us.  

 Through the Spirit we can begin to learn to communicate 

more intimately with God. We can learn to see visions and 

hear His voice more clearly every day. Every time that God 

speaks to us, He will confirm His word and give us ways of 

testing His word. When God has confirmed His word and we 

have tested what we hear, we can then have full confidence 

that God will fulfill His word to us. He has spoken and so it 

will be done. Through our faith in God’s spoken word we can 

then access His grace and experience the reality of what He 

has spoken.  
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Questions 

Am I confident in hearing God’s voice?  

What are some of the ways God has spoken to me in the past? 

How has God confirmed a word He has spoken to me?  

Have I trained my spiritual senses to discern between good 

and evil?  
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Unity in the Body 

“I am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me and I 

in him, he bears much fruit…”  

John 15:5 

 

Jesus is the true vine of God. As living branches, if we are to 

prosper and bear fruit then we need to stay connected to Jesus 

and let the life of His Spirit flow through us.  

Baptized into One Body 

1 Corinthians 12:12-27  

For even as the body is one and yet has many 

members, and all the members of the body, 

though they are many, are one body, so also is 

Christ. For by one Spirit we were all baptized into 

one body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether 

slaves or free, and we were all made to drink of 

one Spirit.  
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When we are baptized into Jesus we are baptized into His 

body. The body of Christ has only one nature and is filled 

only with one Spirit. Jesus’ body contains His flesh and blood 

alone.1 So when Jesus calls us to eat His flesh and drink His 

blood, He calls us to become His body.2 Through the presence 

of His life and nature within us, we are united with Christ and 

we become His living body in the world. 

 

John 17:20-23 

“I do not ask on behalf of these alone, but for 

those also who believe in Me through their word; 

that they may all be one; even as You, Father, are 

in Me and I in You, that they also may be in Us, 

so that the world may believe that You sent Me. 

The glory which You have given Me I have given 

to them, that they may be one, just as We are 

one; I in them and You in Me, that they may be 

perfected in unity, so that the world may know 

that You sent Me, and loved them, even as You 

have loved Me.” 

 

Here Jesus prays that we would all be one in Him. The heart 

of Christ is for every believer to enter into love and unity with 

Him. It is His will. To make it a reality, Jesus takes our sin and 

fills us with His Spirit. He makes us a part of His body and 

unites us with Him and each other. As we all partake of His 

Spirit and nature, we naturally become more one with each 

other.3  



Unity in the Body | 10 

95 

Love and Unity 

Colossians 3:12 

Beyond all these things put on love, which is the 

perfect bond of unity. 

 

Love is the perfect bond of unity. When God calls us to put on 

love, He calls us to clothe ourselves with the nature of Christ. 

As we put on the love of Christ, His love becomes the perfect 

bond of our unity with God and with other believers. 

 The love of God not only unites us with each other through 

Jesus’ Spirit and nature, but it also binds us together by giving 

us a single vision. As His body, our vision must be to love 

God with all our heart, soul, mind and strength and to love 

others as we love ourselves. This call to love is our greatest 

command and so it must be at the heart of our shared vision. 

As His children, we need to be united in a single devotion to 

live in love.  

 

John 13:34-35 

“A new commandment I give to you, that you 

love one another, even as I have loved you, that 

you also love one another. By this all men will 

know that you are My disciples, if you have love 

for one another.” 

 

Our love for one another is the visible evidence of our unity 

with Christ. It is the love of God that unites us with Christ and 

it is this love that joins us together as His body.  
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The Will of Love 

1 Corinthians 12:24b-27 

But God has so composed the body, giving more 

abundant honor to that member which lacked, so 

that there may be no division in the body, but 

that the members may have the same care for one 

another. And if one member suffers, all the 

members suffer with it; if one member is 

honored, all the members rejoice with it. Now 

you are Christ’s body, and individually members 

of it. 

 

Hebrews 10:23-25 

Let us hold fast the confession of our hope 

without wavering, for he who promised is 

faithful. And let us consider how to stir up one 

another to love and good works, not neglecting to 

meet together, as is the habit of some, but 

encouraging one another, and all the more as you 

see the Day drawing near. 

 

As a body we are connected to each other and so we need to 

continue to meet together to encourage one another. Because 

we are all part of the same body, we are all personally 

invested in each other. If one part of the body is blessed, the 

whole body is blessed. So if we can encourage someone in 

their faith then we are ultimately helping the whole body, 

including ourselves, to prosper in Christ. 
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 When we meet together we need to constantly consider 

how we can spur each other on to love and good works.4 This 

is essentially a call to keep each other in the heart of the faith. 

As we come together we need to remind one another to 

pursue the reality of loving God with all our heart, soul, mind 

and strength and to love others by doing good works.5 But 

what are good works? What does it really mean to act in love?  

Defining Love 

1 John 5:3 

For this is the love of God, that we keep His 

commandments; and His commandments are not 

burdensome. 

 

To love God is simply to do His will. If we act outside of the 

will of God our efforts are wasted and instead of works of 

faith and love, our works are meaningless acts of self-interest. 

It is only when we act according to God’s will that our works 

become good works. 

 God’s will is always for the ultimate good of all people. So 

to love other people means speaking and acting according to 

their greatest benefit, which is determined by the will of God 

alone. Therefore loving others does not mean that we have to 

try to please the people we are called to love. It does not mean 

that we need to solve a person’s problems for them or rescue 

them from difficult circumstances. To love someone is to 

resolutely and compassionately seek the will of God for their 

lives, whatever His will may be.6  
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 In this way, it is only the will of God that defines what it 

really means for us to love Him and to love others. So how can 

we know what God’s will is for other people? 

Faith and Love 

We know the ultimate will of God for people as revealed in 

Scripture.7 God’s will is that we would all be set free from our 

sin and filled with His Spirit. His will is that we would be 

recreated in His image and likeness and become our true 

selves as He designed. His will is that we would be one with 

Christ and do good works in union with Him. 

 However, even though Jesus knew God’s ultimate will, He 

only spoke as the Father led Him and He only did what He 

saw the Father doing.8 Through His relationship with the 

Father, Jesus understood the details of God’s will. He knew in 

every situation what it meant to act in true love. For some the 

love of God through Christ came as healing, for others it came 

as a rebuke. For some it came in teaching, for others it came as 

forgiveness and restoration. By living in union with the Father 

and obeying His will, Jesus truly loved each and every person 

he came into contact with.  

 Like Jesus, if we are to keep the command to love others 

then we need to be able to hear God and know what He is 

saying and doing. In this way, our love for others can only 

flow from a living relationship with God. As the Spirit leads 

us we will be able to act according to the will of God and help 

others to experience more of His love.  
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Growing into Christ 

Ephesians 4:11-16 (original Greek emphasis) 

And He gave some as apostles, and some as 

prophets, and some as evangelists, and some as 

pastors and teachers, for the equipping of the 

saints for the work of service, to the building up 

of the body of Christ; until we all attain to the 

unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the 

Son of God, to a mature man, to the measure of 

the stature which belongs to the fullness of 

Christ. As a result, we are no longer to be 

children, tossed here and there by waves and 

carried about by every wind of doctrine, by the 

trickery of men, by craftiness in deceitful 

scheming; but speaking the truth in love, we are 

to grow up in all aspects into Him who is the 

head, even Christ, from whom the whole body, 

being fitted and held together by what every joint 

supplies, according to the proper working of each 

individual part, causes the growth of the body for 

the building up of itself in love. 

 

As Christ’s body we are to grow together and build ourselves 

up in love. We are to speak the truth in love and constantly 

encourage each other to put on the new self and lay aside the 

old self. This means that we cannot tolerate sin or the sin 

nature in ourselves or in others. Rather, the call of love is a call 

to change. It is a call for us to strip away our old self, put on 

the new self, and grow together into the full stature of Christ.  
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 But what if other believers do not share the same love and 

devotion to Christ? What if other believers have not yet 

discovered their true identity in Christ? How can we have 

unity with people who live according to the flesh and who 

refuse to put off their old nature?9  

 The early church struggled with believers and even some 

teachers who tolerated sin and refused to commit it fully to 

the cross. In response, the New Testament letters constantly 

called believers to put off the sin nature through the cross and 

embrace their true life in Christ.  

 The modern church is no different from the early church in 

this respect. If we are the body of Christ then sin within us is 

like a cancer in the body. So like the early church, we need to 

continually help each other learn about our true identity in 

Christ and challenge each other to die to sin. 

 If a person is not dead to sin and relates to us in the flesh 

rather than in the Spirit then we need to have humility, grace, 

love and wisdom. We need to guard our hearts so that the 

words that are spoken from the flesh cannot sow corrupt seed 

in our hearts. We need to be careful not to pander to the flesh, 

but to be wise and to confront sin in the body when required 

in a loving way that is consistent with Scripture.  

 

Galatians 6:1 

Brethren, even if anyone is caught in any trespass, 

you who are spiritual, restore such a one in a 

spirit of gentleness; each one looking to yourself, 

so that you too will not be tempted. 
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Matthew 18:15-17 

“If your brother sins, go and show him his fault in 

private; if he listens to you, you have won your 

brother. But if he does not listen to you, take one 

or two more with you, so that by the mouth of 

two or three witnesses every fact may be 

confirmed. If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to 

the church; and if he refuses to listen even to the 

church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax 

collector.” 

 

As Scripture shows, when God leads us, we need to confront 

people who insist on sinning one-on-one with all discretion 

and humility. If that person will not listen to us then we need 

to approach them again with some witnesses. If they still 

refuse to recognize their sin and repent then we need to 

inform the whole church. If at that point the person is still 

unwilling to change then we need to relate to them and love 

them like a non-believer until they turn back to God.10  

 Though this may seem a little harsh, we need to remember 

that Jesus has a passion for a holy body that we are all called 

to share. In both the Old and New Testaments people were cut 

off so that they could not infect other people with their sinful 

ways.11 God is serious about holiness. So together we need to 

encourage each other to continually yield to the blood of Jesus 

so that we can all be cleansed from our sin and become who 

God created us to be. As we are all made pure in heart, the 

corporate body of Christ becomes truly united in His holiness.  
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Summary 

John 17:22-23 

“The glory which You have given Me I have 

given to them, that they may be one, just as We 

are one; I in them and You in Me, that they may 

be perfected in unity, so that the world may 

know that You sent Me, and loved them, even as 

You have loved Me.” 

 

Jesus’ last prayer on earth was that we would become one 

with Christ and be made whole and complete in unity. As we 

learn to live in unity with God and each other, the world will 

see that Jesus was sent by God and that we are His disciples. 

 True unity is only found in the love of Christ. To love each 

other means that we need to constantly seek the will of God 

for each other. We need to spur each other on in love and 

compel each other to lay aside the old self and to put on 

Christ. This is the will of God for us. Jesus wants His body to 

be whole and healthy and fully one with Him. We simply 

need to give ourselves to His will and start to live in love and 

unity.  

Questions 

Am I connected to other believers in a meaningful way? 

How can I spur others on to love and good works? 

Am I tolerating any sin in my life? 12 

How can I practically love other people? 
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Gifts and Ministries 

But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the 

common good. 

1 Corinthians 12:7 

When we are baptized into Christ we are baptized into His 

body. Through Jesus’ indwelling life and nature, we become 

one with Christ and we are also united with each other. As a 

body, God gives us different gifts and ministries that we can 

use to help each other grow into love and maturity in Christ.  

The Ministries of the Spirit 

Ephesians 4:4-13 

There is one body and one Spirit, just as also you 

were called in one hope of your calling; one Lord, 

one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all 

who is over all and through all and in all. But to 
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each one of us grace was given according to the 

measure of Christ’s gift. Therefore it says, “when 

He ascended on high, He led captive a host of 

captives, and he gave gifts to men.” (Now this 

expression, “He ascended,” what does it mean 

except that He also had descended into the lower 

parts of the earth? He who descended is Himself 

also He who ascended far above all the heavens, 

so that He might fill all things.) And He gave 

some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some 

as evangelists, and some as pastors and teachers, 

for the equipping of the saints for the work of 

service, to the building up of the body of Christ; 

until we all attain to the unity of the faith, and of 

the knowledge of the Son of God, to a mature 

man, to the measure of the stature which belongs 

to the fullness of Christ. 

 

The Spirit of God gives gifts of grace to each one of us.1 These 

gifts include ministries. A ministry is a way of serving others. 

It is a role within the body of Christ that works with other 

ministries to lead people to maturity in Christ. 

 

1 Corinthians 12:4-6 

Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same 

Spirit. And there are varieties of ministries, and 

the same Lord. There are varieties of effects, but 

the same God who works all things in all persons. 
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In the body of Christ there are many different ministries. The 

apostle is someone who is sent by God in the power of the 

Spirit to establish the church of God. The evangelist preaches 

the gospel to unbelievers. The prophet speaks the revealed 

words of God. Pastoral teachers are given to the body to teach 

and disciple others and the ministry of the elder is to lead the 

church.2 These ministries work together in the body of Christ 

to equip each individual believer for the work of their own 

ministry and calling. As we all learn to serve and minister in 

the body of Christ, we help each other to grow into greater 

wholeness, unity and maturity in Christ.3 

Physical and Spiritual Ministries 

1 John 3:17 

But whoever has the world’s goods, and sees his 

brother in need and closes his heart against him, 

how does the love of God abide in him? 

 

The ministries within the body of Christ are not solely focused 

on spiritual growth. In His earthly ministry, Jesus healed both 

body and soul by taking away sickness and forgiving sins. In 

Acts, the apostles served the body of Christ spiritually and 

also distributed the shared wealth so that every single person 

in the church had their physical needs met.4  

 In the same way, we need to give our entire lives—all that 

we are and have—in service to the body of Christ. As we 

minister spiritually to others and give materially to meet each 

other’s needs, we fulfill our role within the body of Christ.  
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Ministering to Christ  

Matthew 25:31-46 

“But when the Son of Man comes in His glory, 

and all the angels with Him, then He will sit on 

His glorious throne. All the nations will be 

gathered before Him; and He will separate them 

from one another, as the shepherd separates the 

sheep from the goats; and He will put the sheep 

on His right, and the goats on the left. Then the 

King will say to those on His right, ‘Come, you 

who are blessed of My Father, inherit the 

kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of 

the world. For I was hungry, and you gave Me 

something to eat; I was thirsty, and you gave Me 

something to drink; I was a stranger, and you 

invited Me in; naked, and you clothed Me; I was 

sick, and you visited Me; I was in prison, and you 

came to Me.’ Then the righteous will answer 

Him, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry, and 

feed You, or thirsty, and give You something to 

drink? ‘And when did we see You a stranger, and 

invite You in, or naked, and clothe You? ‘When 

did we see You sick, or in prison, and come to 

You?’ The King will answer and say to them, 

‘Truly I say to you, to the extent that you did it to 

one of these brothers of Mine, even the least of 

them, you did it to Me.’” 
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In this passage Jesus reveals that when we minister to others 

we are actually ministering to Christ Himself. The body of 

Christ is a part of Christ. Every believer is baptized into Jesus. 

Because Christ dwells within His people, every time we 

minister to others we are actually ministering to Jesus. Every 

time we give to others we are in fact giving to Jesus.  

 Our call to ministry is a call to bless God and minister to 

Christ through His people. Therefore every opportunity we 

have to minister or give to others is a gift from God. It is a gift 

because when we minister to Jesus through His people, we 

receive the blessing and joy of fulfilling the greatest command 

to love God and love others.  

Equipping the Saints 

Romans 12:1-8 

Therefore I urge you, brethren, by the mercies of 

God, to present your bodies a living and holy 

sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your 

spiritual service of worship. And do not be 

conformed to this world, but be transformed by 

the renewing of your mind, so that you may 

prove what the will of God is, that which is good 

and acceptable and perfect. For through the grace 

given to me I say to everyone among you not to 

think more highly of himself than he ought to 

think; but to think so as to have sound judgment, 

as God has allotted to each a measure of faith. For 

just as we have many members in one body and 
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all the members do not have the same function, 

so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and 

individually members one of another. Since we 

have gifts that differ according to the grace given 

to us, each of us is to exercise them accordingly: if 

prophecy, according to the proportion of his 

faith; if service, in his serving; or he who teaches, 

in his teaching; or he who exhorts, in his 

exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he 

who leads, with diligence; he who shows mercy, 

with cheerfulness. 

 

Through the Spirit of God we are all gifted and we are all 

called to minister according to our gifts.5 As a part of His body 

God has given each of us a role that we need to perform in 

order for the whole body to function well. Together we all 

need to minister according to the grace and faith that we have 

received from God.  

 While we all have a specific ministry to carry out, we are 

still able to work with God in many different ways. There may 

be times when God sends us to encourage someone. He may 

call us to provide materially for another. Like an evangelist, 

we may share the gospel with people. We may be called to 

teach some people and we may be called to disciple others. 

Yet while we may all be able to minister in different ways, the 

Spirit of God will give us a gifting in a certain ministry. When 

we operate in our gifting, we will find that our ministry is 

particularly effective, rewarding, fulfilling and powerful.  
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The Gifts of the Spirit 

1 Corinthians 12:7-11 

But to each one is given the manifestation of the 

Spirit for the common good. For to one is given 

the word of wisdom through the Spirit, and to 

another the word of knowledge according to the 

same Spirit; to another faith by the same Spirit, 

and to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 

and to another the effecting of miracles, and to 

another prophecy, and to another the 

distinguishing of spirits, to another various kinds 

of tongues, and to another the interpretation of 

tongues. But one and the same Spirit works all 

these things, distributing to each one individually 

just as He wills. 

 

When we are filled with the Spirit we receive a manifestation 

of the Spirit for the common good. Through the grace of the 

Spirit, God may give us a word of divine wisdom or 

knowledge, great faith, the gift of healing, miracles, prophecy, 

discernment, tongues or more. These gifts are like spiritual 

abilities that surpass our normal experience. For instance, we 

all have faith in God, but there is a gift of faith. Each one of us 

is to have wisdom and yet there is a gift of a word of wisdom. 

So these gifts or manifestations are like magnified qualities of 

the Spirit. As we are immersed in the Spirit, we are all given 

special abilities that enable us to minister with power as we 

draw each other into greater love and unity with God. 
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 We all receive the same Spirit and that Spirit is the source 

of all the different gifts. So just as we can minister in different 

ways, God can also manifest any gift through us at any time. 

As such, it is unwise to limit God by taking ownership of His 

gifts. He has it all and we have Him. Our part is to hear Him 

and let Him move through us in any way He wills. 

 If the gift or manifestation of the Spirit that has been given 

to us is not obvious then we simply need to ask God to reveal 

what He has given us. As the Spirit shows us the gifts that we 

have in Him we can begin to practice using His gifts.6 

 

1 Corinthians 13:1-7 

If I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, 

but do not have love, I have become a noisy gong 

or a clanging cymbal. If I have the gift of 

prophecy, and know all mysteries and all 

knowledge; and if I have all faith, so as to remove 

mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. 

And if I give all my possessions to feed the poor, 

and if I surrender my body to be burned, but do 

not have love, it profits me nothing. 

 Love is patient, love is kind and is not jealous; 

love does not brag and is not arrogant, does not 

act unbecomingly; it does not seek its own, is not 

provoked, does not take into account a wrong 

suffered, does not rejoice in unrighteousness, but 

rejoices with the truth; bears all things, believes 

all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 



Gifts and Ministries | 11 

111 

The ministries and gifts that the Spirit gives us are for loving 

others and releasing them into the will of God. They are 

abilities that enable us to love others in a uniquely spiritual 

way. So while moving in the gifts or ministering in the Spirit 

can be a source of great excitement and wonder, we need to 

remember that the Spirit of God is the Spirit of Love.7 

Everything He does is love. So without love, all our words, 

gifts and ministries are useless. Yet if we let the Spirit move 

through us in love we can be sure that our words will bear 

fruit. Through the gifts of His Spirit, God will pour out His 

love and perform His purposes in the lives of others. 

Summary 

When we are baptized into Christ we become a part of His 

body. As a part of His body we are connected to Jesus and 

united with each other. 

 To build maturity in His body, Jesus has given each of us a 

ministry: we all have an essential role to play within the body 

of Christ. Because we all need each other to be active in 

ministry, we need to help each other to discover our gifts and 

ministries and release them in the body of Christ. As we 

minister to each other according to our gifts, we will find that 

together we will all grow in our maturity and love for God. In 

this way, our ministry is a blessing to both God and His 

people. When we minister to others we really minister to Jesus 

and in doing so we keep the greatest command of Love.  
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Questions 

What gifts has the Spirit of God given to me?  

How can I use those gifts? 

What role do I have in the body of Christ?  

Do other people really need me to do my ministry? 

Am I encouraging others to discover their gifts in God? 
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Seek to Abound 

So also you, since you are zealous of spiritual gifts,  

seek to abound for the edification of the church. 

1 Corinthians 14:12 

 

If we are zealous for spiritual gifts then we should seek to 

abound in the gifts for the edification of the church. The gifts 

of the Spirit are central to the spiritual growth of His people. 

The gifts are not given as optional extras in our spiritual lives, 

but as essential abilities that help us to grow together in 

Christ. As such God wants us to ask Him for an abundance of 

His gifts so that we can use them to build one another up in 

the Spirit.1  
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Talents 

Matthew 25:19-21 

“Now after a long time the master of those slaves 

came and settled accounts with them. The one 

who had received the five talents came up and 

brought five more talents, saying, ‘Master, you 

entrusted five talents to me. See, I have gained 

five more talents.’ His master said to him, ‘Well 

done, good and faithful slave. You were faithful 

with a few things, I will put you in charge of 

many things; enter into the joy of your master.’” 

 

The gifts, blessings and fruit of the Spirit can be likened to the 

talents. Everything we receive from God is a talent that we can 

multiply in order to bring forth an abundance. But how do we 

multiply the gifts of the Spirit? 

 We invest and multiply our talents by imparting them to 

other people. For example, if God gives us the gift of healing 

then we can speak forth His healing over people. As we pray 

for people we see the fruit of our gifting as people are healed. 

However if we want to multiply the gift then we can work 

with the Spirit to impart the gift of healing to others so that 

they possess the same gift.2 We can then train these people in 

using the gift so that when they mature in His healing power, 

they too can impart the gift to others as the Spirit leads. In this 

way, the gifts that God gives us can be multiplied over and 

over in the lives of other people. 
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 As the parable of the talents shows, if we are faithful in 

multiplying what God has given us then He will bless us with 

even more. So in order to abound in Christ we simply need to 

learn how to multiply our spiritual gifts and talents. However, 

before we can start imparting our gifts to others and training 

them to move in the Spirit, we firstly need to start with our 

own training. 

Learning by Doing 

Hebrews 5:12-14 

For though by this time you ought to be teachers, 

you have need again for someone to teach you the 

elementary principles of the oracles of God, and 

you have come to need milk and not solid food. 

For everyone who partakes only of milk is not 

accustomed to the word of righteousness, for he is 

an infant. But solid food is for the mature, who 

because of practice have their senses trained to 

discern good and evil.  

 

If we want to become mature in Christ then we need to train 

our spiritual senses with practice. Practice is learning by doing. 

We learn to hear God as we practice listening. We learn to see 

in the spirit as we practice watching. We learn to abide in the 

presence of God as we practice entering into and staying in 

His presence. The principle of practice is true for all the 

blessings, gifts, disciplines and ministries of the Spirit. We 

train ourselves to wait, watch, listen, pray, prophesy, heal, 
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worship and love by practice. As we practice living and 

moving in the Spirit, we mature in Christ and are able to 

receive solid spiritual food, which lets us grow even more. 

Practice, Practice, Practice 

Practice: hexis (hex-is) 

A habit whether of body or mind, a power 

acquired by custom, practice, use. In the NT 

practice, exercise, doing again and again.3 

 

Habit: an acquired behavior pattern regularly 

followed until it has become almost involuntary; 

customary practice or use; a particular practice, 

custom, or usage; a dominant or regular 

disposition or tendency; prevailing character or 

quality; addiction, especially to narcotics.4 

 

A habit is a deeply engrained behavior that is established 

through regular practice. In this sense, the goal of spiritual 

practice is that our spiritual behavior would become a natural 

and prevailing part of our lives. We practice prayer so that 

praying and conversing with God might become as natural to 

us as thinking. We practice worship so that our adoration for 

God might become an almost involuntary expression of our 

hearts. We practice abiding in His presence so that the 

awareness of His presence might become like breathing to us. 

We practice all these things so that they would become a 

natural and habitual part of our lives.  
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A Place to Practice 

Spiritual practice is an essential part of growing in Christ. 

While much of this practice can happen when we are alone, in 

order to practice using the gifts of the Spirit we need to 

connect with others who are willing to practice with us. 

 

1 Corinthians 14:26 

What is the outcome then, brethren? When you 

assemble, each one has a psalm, has a teaching, 

has a revelation, has a tongue, has an 

interpretation. Let all things be done for 

edification. 

 

When we assemble together, the Spirit of God will give each 

one of us something to contribute. This kind of assembling 

happens when we meet in small groups. In such groups we 

can connect together, know one another, invest in each other’s 

lives, and we can minister and receive ministry. In small 

groups we connect to the body of Christ and find our place in 

a family.  

Hearing God 

John 5:19 

Therefore Jesus answered and was saying to them, 

“Truly, truly, I say to you, the Son can do nothing 

of Himself, unless it is something He sees the 

Father doing; for whatever the Father does, these 

things the Son also does in like manner.” 
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Jesus could only do what He saw the Father doing. So when 

we minister to people, we need to know what God is doing. It 

is unwise to pray for joy if the Spirit wants to give someone 

His peace. Likewise, we cannot impart our gifts unless the 

Spirit is actually releasing them into the lives of others. 

Therefore in ministry, we need to learn to wait on God to see 

what He is doing and move as He leads us. If God does not 

speak then we cannot speak for Him. Words that are not 

sourced in the Spirit cannot bring true life. At best they can 

achieve nothing. As such, when we meet together, we need to 

give the Spirit complete freedom to move. If He wants to 

minister through us, He can. We are available. If not, we do 

not need to get stressed or try to do His job for Him. We 

simply need to let Him be God and give Him the space and 

time to do as He likes. 

Love, Love, Love 

1 Thessalonians 4:9 

Now as to the love of the brethren, you have no 

need for anyone to write to you, for you 

yourselves are taught by God to love one 

another… 

 

The gifts, blessings and ministries of the Spirit are expressions 

of the surpassing love of God. As such, when we practice 

using the gifts, we need to focus on connecting with the heart 

of God and sensing His love for His people. Only as we let His 

love flow through us can we be faithful to minister in love. 5 
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Grace and Love 

Even when we minister in love we can still make mistakes. In 

terms of prophecy and words of wisdom or knowledge, it is 

possible to misunderstand or mishear God or even add to His 

words. So when we come together to practice ministering in 

the Spirit, we need to cultivate an atmosphere of both love 

and grace that allows for the correction of error without any 

condemnation. Grace does not shame a person for getting it 

wrong, but corrects, edifies and encourages. This is the whole 

reason we practice together. We practice and learn from our 

mistakes so that we can improve in our spiritual accuracy. 

 

1 Thessalonians 5:19-21 

Do not quench the Spirit. Do not despise 

prophecies, but test everything; hold fast what is 

good. 

 

Knowing that we can all make mistakes, when someone gives 

us a word of knowledge, a vision or a prophecy, we need to be 

diligent to test the word. It does not matter who delivers the 

word or their past reputation for accuracy. Scripture calls us 

to test everything.  

 In the same way, when we minister to others, we need to 

encourage them to test the words we speak. Each one of us 

has a personal responsibility to seek God for confirmation of 

the words we are given. If God does not confirm the word 

then we are under no obligation to receive it. We can freely 

leave it and move on with what God is really saying to us. 
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Ministering in God 

1 Thessalonians 5:11-14 

Therefore encourage one another and build up 

one another, just as you also are doing. But we 

request of you, brethren, that you appreciate 

those who diligently labor among you, and have 

charge over you in the Lord and give you 

instruction, and that you esteem them very 

highly in love because of their work. Live in 

peace with one another. We urge you, brethren, 

admonish the unruly, encourage the fainthearted, 

help the weak, be patient with everyone. 

 

Our call is to build each other up in Christ. If anyone in our 

meetings is immature in discernment or in hearing God then 

we need to recognize that they are vulnerable and treat them 

with greater respect, patience, love and kindness. We need to 

build their faith and help them learn to listen to God and to 

hear His voice. As they begin to hear God they can then start 

to minister to others in faith and in accordance with God’s 

will. As the young ones continue to practice using their gifts 

and grow in confidence they can come to a place of maturity 

and start to help others to grow in God. 

 Ministering in the Spirit and praying for each other is vital 

for helping young or struggling believers to become stronger 

and more stable in Christ. We need to release the Spirit of God 

to heal, nurture, protect and grow each other in Christ. Yet 

ministry is not just about the mature blessing the young or the 
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weak. Those who are mature or who are doing well spiritually 

also need to be ministered to. Wherever we are in our spiritual 

growth, we can always grow more in Christ. The harvest of 30 

can become a harvest of 60 or 100.6 Therefore at every stage of 

our maturity we need to remain open to receiving ministry 

from other people. And this is not only for our own benefit. 

As we give others the opportunity to minister to us, we help 

them to grow and mature by practicing using their gifts.  

Overcoming Fear 

When we practice ministering to each other, we need to guard 

against fear. Fear undermines faith and quenches the Spirit. In 

ministry, we are all too aware of our weaknesses and frailty. If 

we give in to the temptation to look at our own ability we can 

begin to fear making mistakes. Likewise, when we receive 

ministry we can fear being deceived in some way. Yet if we 

are to mature in Christ then we need to overcome all fear, 

especially the fear of deception. Letting go of our fear of 

deception does not mean that we are happy to be deceived. It 

simply means that we will not tolerate fear in our hearts, but 

rather we will trust in God to keep us in His truth. 

 Seeking God to confirm the words we receive and knowing 

that others will also seek confirmation helps to overcome the 

fear of mistakes and deception. In The Voice of God study we 

saw how God’s word, His nature and the witness of the Spirit 

give us confidence in discerning the truth. Yet beyond these 

aspects of confirmation, the Scriptures reveal another key to 

overcoming the fear of deception. 
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Love of the Truth 

2 Thessalonians 2:8-10 

Then that lawless one will be revealed whom the 

Lord will slay with the breath of His mouth and 

bring to an end by the appearance of His coming; 

that is, the one whose coming is in accord with 

the activity of Satan, with all power and signs and 

false wonders, and with all the deception of 

wickedness for those who perish, because they 

did not receive the love of the truth so as to be 

saved. 

 

To keep us from deception, God offers us a love for the truth. 

His love casts out fear and keeps us in His truth.7 His love is 

our protection and our discernment. Even in the face of false 

signs and wonders, if we have cultivated a love for the truth 

then we will be able to discern what is true and remain 

faithful to God.  

 In Series One we saw how the word of God is truth, the 

Holy Spirit is the Spirit of Truth and Jesus is the ultimate 

Truth. As such, if we seek God to give us a love of the truth 

we can expect to grow in our love for the word of God, the 

Spirit of God, and Jesus Himself. The more we grow in our 

love and knowledge of the truth, the more we grow in Christ 

and the more secure we are in our discernment. Whenever we 

hear a word or receive a vision we can then be faithful to test 

it using the standard of the word, the witness of the Spirit, and 

the love of Christ. 8 
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Summary 

As we are immersed in the Spirit of God, we enter into a new 

realm of spiritual gifts and blessings. Yet like the parable of 

the talents, we can choose to waste our gifts or we can invest 

them in the lives of people and see them multiply. 

 In order to multiply the gifts of the Spirit we need to let go 

of our fear, be filled with His love, and practice, practice, 

practice. When we meet with others to practice in ministry we 

need to have patience and grace. As we practice together we 

will grow in our confidence. By continuing to use our spiritual 

talents we will become more accurate, more confident, and 

more fruitful in Christ. 

Questions 

What senses, gifts or blessings would I like to develop? 

How can I practice using the gifts and training my senses? 

Are there people that I can meet with to practice in the Spirit? 

Do I embrace opportunities to let other people minister to me?  

Is fear keeping me from ministering to others or receiving 

ministry? 
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Study 13 

 

Be a Witness 

“…but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit  

has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses  

both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria,  

and even to the remotest part of the earth.” 

Acts 1:8 

 

Like the disciples of Christ, we have not been filled with the 

Spirit just for our inner transformation. For as Scripture says: 

we receive the power of the Spirit so that we can be witnesses 

to the reality and glory of God in Christ Jesus.  

 So why do we need the Holy Spirit to witness to the truth? 

Is it possible to be a witness to God without the power of the 

Spirit? 
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He Has Anointed Me 

Luke 4:14-21 

And Jesus returned to Galilee in the power of the 

Spirit, and news about Him spread through all the 

surrounding district. And He began teaching in 

their synagogues and was praised by all. And He 

came to Nazareth, where He had been brought 

up; and as was His custom, He entered the 

synagogue on the Sabbath, and stood up to read. 

And the book of the prophet Isaiah was handed to 

Him. And He opened the book and found the 

place where it was written, “The Spirit of the 

LORD is upon me, because He anointed me to 

preach the gospel to the poor. He has sent me to 

proclaim release to the captives, and recovery of 

sight to the blind, to set free those who are 

oppressed, to proclaim the favorable year of the 

LORD.” And He closed the book, gave it back to 

the attendant and sat down; and the eyes of all in 

the synagogue were fixed on Him. And He began 

to say to them, “Today this Scripture has been 

fulfilled in your hearing.” 

 

At the beginning of His ministry, Jesus declared “the Spirit of 

the Lord is upon Me.” The Father anointed Jesus with His 

Spirit for the purpose of ministry. Jesus was sent in the power, 

presence and authority of the Spirit to preach the gospel, set 

the captives and oppressed free, and proclaim the favorable 

year of the Lord.1  
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Acts 1:4-8 

Gathering them together, He commanded them 

not to leave Jerusalem, but to wait for what the 

Father had promised, “Which,” He said, “you 

heard of from Me; for John baptized with water, 

but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not 

many days from now.” 

 So when they had come together, they were 

asking Him, saying, “Lord, is it at this time You 

are restoring the kingdom to Israel?” He said to 

them, “It is not for you to know times or epochs 

which the Father has fixed by His own authority; 

but you will receive power when the Holy Spirit 

has come upon you; and you shall be My 

witnesses both in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 

Samaria, and even to the remotest part of the 

earth.” 

 

When Jesus sent His disciples, He first called them to wait for 

the baptism of the Holy Spirit. Like Jesus, the disciples could 

only be effective in ministry through the power of the Spirit.  

 The same is true for us: we also need to be immersed in the 

Holy Spirit for our ministry. It is the Holy Spirit who leads us. 

He gives us the words to speak and confirms His words with 

signs and wonders. He is the one who brings the revelation of 

Christ to others through us and releases the power of His 

salvation to people. Our part is simply to abide in Him and be 

obedient as He leads us to witness to Christ.  

 So how does the Holy Spirit work in and through us?  
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Sowing the Seed 

Acts 2:1-12 

When the day of Pentecost had come, they were 

all together in one place. And suddenly there 

came from heaven a noise like a violent rushing 

wind, and it filled the whole house where they 

were sitting. And there appeared to them tongues 

as of fire distributing themselves, and they rested 

on each one of them. And they were all filled 

with the Holy Spirit and began to speak with 

other tongues, as the Spirit was giving them 

utterance.  

 Now there were Jews living in Jerusalem, 

devout men from every nation under heaven. 

And when this sound occurred, the crowd came 

together, and were bewildered because each one 

of them was hearing them speak in his own 

language. They were amazed and astonished, 

saying, “Why, are not all these who are speaking 

Galileans? And how is it that we each hear them 

in our own language to which we were born? 

Parthians and Medes and Elamites, and residents 

of Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus 

and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the 

districts of Libya around Cyrene, and visitors 

from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans 

and Arabs — we hear them in our own tongues 

speaking of the mighty deeds of God.” And they 
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all continued in amazement and great perplexity, 

saying to one another, “What does this mean?” 

 

When the disciples were first filled with the Holy Spirit they 

were empowered to share about the awesome works of God 

in languages that all the hearers could understand.  

 

Acts 4:31 

And when they had prayed, the place where they 

had gathered together was shaken, and they were 

all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak 

the word of God with boldness. 

 

When the disciples were filled again with the Holy Spirit they 

began to speak the word of God with boldness. On both 

occasions, the Spirit of God flowed through their words. Like the 

disciples, Jesus gives us His Spirit, not just to unite us with 

God and bring us into new life, but to empower us to share 

that life with others. And we share that life through our 

words.2  

 Through the Spirit the words we speak are not just ideas; 

they are words of spirit and life that become the actual seed of 

Jesus. As we bear witness to Christ, we are able to sow His 

seed into the hearts of people who hear and receive His seed 

with good hearts. Therefore one of the main ways the Spirit 

works through us is by our words. Through the baptism of the 

Spirit we are able to share the seed of Jesus with others by 

speaking the word of God with boldness and power. 
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The Piercing Word  

Hebrews 4:12 

For the word of God is living and active and 

sharper than any two-edged sword, and piercing 

as far as the division of soul and spirit, of both 

joints and marrow, and able to judge the thoughts 

and intentions of the heart. 

 

Acts 2:37, 41 

When they heard this, they were pierced to the 

heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the 

apostles, “Brethren, what shall we do?”… 

 So then, those who had received his word were 

baptized; and that day there were added about 

three thousand souls. 

 

After the Holy Spirit was poured out upon the disciples at the 

Feast of Pentecost, Peter spoke to the crowd. When the people 

heard Peter speaking the truth they were pierced to the heart. 

 In Series One we saw how the truth comes to life as the 

Spirit of God breathes upon His word. The living word then 

penetrates the heart of the hearer. It passes through the veils 

of the mind and pierces the heart, bringing a revelation of the 

truth.  

 Peter and the other believers at Pentecost could only be 

effective witnesses of the truth once they had been filled with 

the Spirit. The same words, spoken at the same time by a 

person who was not filled with the Spirit of Jesus, would have 

achieved little. They would have been words that challenged 
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the mind but failed to reach the heart. Yet through the 

indwelling of the Spirit of God, Peter’s words were no longer 

just words; they were the seeds of Christ. Through these 

words of spirit and life, many thousands were drawn to God.3 

Signs and Wonders 

Acts 2:42-43 

They were continually devoting themselves to 

the apostles.’ teaching and to fellowship, to the 

breaking of bread and to prayer. Everyone kept 

feeling a sense of awe; and many wonders and 

signs were taking place through the apostles. 

 

Acts 14:3 

Therefore they spent a long time there speaking 

boldly with reliance upon the Lord, who was 

testifying to the word of His grace, granting that 

signs and wonders be done by their hands. 

 

The miraculous gift of speaking different languages on the 

day of Pentecost was the first of many signs and wonders that 

the Spirit performed through the apostles. As Peter and the 

others continued to speak the truth of God, the Holy Spirit 

continued to infuse their words with life and then confirm His 

truth through signs and wonders.  

 Like the disciples, our call is to witness to the gospel of 

Jesus Christ by sharing the living word of God with others 

and then giving the Holy Spirit space to confirm His word.  
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Call to Witness 

Jesus continues to fill us with His Spirit so that we might be 

able to witness to the grace, love and reality of Christ. A 

witness is someone who has had a first-hand experience of a 

person or event. So if we are to become true witnesses of God 

then we need to have a first-hand experience of God.  

 When we have a real relationship with Christ we will not 

feel the need to make a compelling sales-pitch for Christianity. 

Rather, when we witness to others, we simply speak the truth 

of God to people, knowing that when we share the truth, we 

share Christ who is Truth. By speaking the word of Christ, we 

introduce people to Jesus and sow His seed into their hearts. If 

people respond with good hearts then they will come to know 

the saving love and presence of God.  

 Peter could only be an effective witness of Christ once he 

had received the power of the Holy Spirit. In the same way, if 

we are to become effective witnesses of Jesus then we need to 

be immersed in the Spirit. When the Spirit fills us with His 

presence, He will begin to overflow through our words like 

living water. Our words will then pierce the hearts of the 

hearers and carry a sense of power and life in the Spirit.4 

 So in our call to witness to the truth we have keys that 

perform like spiritual mechanics. If we are to be effective 

witnesses then we simply need these three things:  

- To be continually immersed in the Spirit  

- To speak the truth from our hearts (where the fountain 

of living water is found)5  

- To give the Holy Spirit room to confirm His word 
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 If we follow these steps then our job is done. It is not in our 

power to confirm the truth through signs and wonders, and 

neither should we resort to trying to prove the truth through 

convincing arguments.6 The confirmation of the truth is not 

our responsibility. It is the role of the Spirit alone. If He does 

not confirm His truth then it is not our fault or problem.7 God 

is love and truth and He will stand for what He is. We simply 

need to speak His truth in love and let the Spirit confirm His 

word as He wills.  

The Next Step 

In drawing people to God, Jesus did not feel the need to share 

the gospel with everyone He met. He simply loved them and 

gave them what they needed for their next step towards God. 

For some it was healing. For others it was truth. For others it 

was a call to repent and turn away from sin. 

 Jesus has given us His Spirit so that we can witness to Him 

but this witness may not always be sharing the full gospel 

with others. For many people, our witness will simply help 

people to take the next step in their journey to Christ. As such, 

we need hear God in order to know what the next step is for a 

person. Like the rich young ruler, the next step for a person 

may be the challenge to change. For someone else, it may be 

receiving a dream from God. For others, the next step may be 

to hear the gospel, to be healed, to see prayer answered, or 

just to feel loved.8 With Christ, we give each person what they 

need for their next step and trust God to continue His work 

and lead them on in their journey towards faith. 
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Summary 

When the disciples were immersed in the Spirit, they were 

filled with faith and empowered to be witnesses of Christ. 

Through the presence of the Spirit, the disciples spoke the 

word of God with boldness and sowed the seed of Jesus into 

the hearts of the hearers.  

 Just as Jesus sent out the disciples, so He sends us to be 

witnesses to Him and to the power of the cross. And like the 

disciples, when Jesus sends us out, His command for us is: go 

and wait.  

 When we wait on God for His Spirit we will not be 

disappointed. If we have prepared our hearts, He will come. It 

is a promise. Then as we are immersed in the Spirit, we will 

know the power of God changing our hearts, infusing our 

words, and flowing to others through us. As we spread the 

message of the cross and witness to His love, salvation and 

grace, He will stand for His truth and confirm His word.  

Questions 

Am I qualified to be a witness to Christ?  

What is my first-hand experience of God?  

Does the Holy Spirit flow through my words?  

In what ways can the Holy Spirit confirm His word? 

Do I know the next step for a person God is sending me to 

witness to?  
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Study 14 

 

Make Disciples 

And He put all things in subjection under His feet, and gave Him 

as head over all things to the church, which is His body, the 

fullness of Him who fills all in all. 

1 Timothy 6:12 

Jesus has absolute eternal authority. He is above and beyond 

every ruler, power and authority in both the spiritual and 

natural realms. Having received this ultimate authority, Jesus 

then gave His disciples specific instructions.  

Therefore… 

Matthew 28:18-20 

And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, 

“All authority has been given to Me in heaven 

and on earth. Go therefore and make disciples of 

all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the 

Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching 
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them to observe all that I commanded you; and 

lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the 

age.” 

 

All authority on heaven and earth has been given to Me, therefore 

make disciples!1  

 In absolute authority Jesus sends His disciples out to make 

more disciples. If we are disciples of Christ then our call is the 

same: as we go through life we are to make disciples of all the 

nations, baptizing people into the name of the Father, Son and 

the Holy Spirit and teaching them to obey all that Jesus has 

commanded.  

 When we accept our call to make disciples, we can act in 

the knowledge that we are being sent out in the authority of 

Jesus. We can overcome because Jesus has all authority over 

all things and we have Him. He has given us the promise that 

as we go, His presence will always be with us. Always. 

Make Disciples 

Jesus does not call us to make converts but to make disciples. 

So is there actually a difference? Can we believe in God and 

trust Him for our salvation without being a disciple?  

 

To disciple: matheteuo (math-ayt-yoo-o) 

From mathetes, (disciple, literally, “a learner,” a 

true Christ-follower). To disciple, helping 

someone to progressively learn the Word of God 

to become a matured disciple; to train (develop) 
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in the truths of Scripture and the lifestyle 

required, i.e. a believer learning to be a disciple 

of Christ in belief and practice. 

 

A disciple is someone who is actively learning and growing in 

Christ. Therefore sharing the gospel with others is only the 

first step towards fulfilling our call to make disciples. When a 

person enters into the reality of redemption in Christ we need 

to train them in the new life they have found. We need to help 

people to discover their new identity in union with Christ and 

teach them how to love God with all their heart, soul, mind 

and strength and how to love others as themselves.  

Continue in the Word 

John 8:31-32 

So Jesus was saying to those Jews who had 

believed Him, “If you continue in My word, then 

you are truly disciples of Mine; and you will 

know the truth, and the truth will make you 

free.” 

 

True disciples are people who continue in the word of God; 

they come to know the truth and experience the freedom that 

the truth brings. Abiding in the word means more than 

studying the Bible or memorizing Scripture.2 Theory is not 

reality and head-knowledge is of no value if it does not lead to 

heart-knowledge. 
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 In Series One we learned how we need to abide in both the 

word and the Spirit to experience reality. When the Spirit of 

God breathes on His word it comes to life and we receive the 

faith and power of God to experience the truth.  

 So in order to make disciples we need to teach people to 

both abide in the truth of God and abide in the Spirit. We need 

to encourage people to not settle for an intellectual knowledge 

of the word, but spur them on to experience the truth through 

the faith and grace of God.  

Baptized into the Name 

Make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them into the name of the 

Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. 

 A key part of our call to make disciples is to baptize people 

into the name of the Father, Son and Spirit. In an outward way 

this is fulfilled as we lead people to be baptized in water and 

in Spirit. However in Series Three we learned that a person’s 

name is more than a word. The name of Jesus is far more than 

His written name. His name is more than a word such as Jesus, 

Yesu, Yeshua, Iesous, Yehoshua, Joshua or Emmanuel. The name 

of Jesus is who He is: it is His identity. His name is the word 

that we use to refer to His whole nature, life and character. 

His name is His heart, His love, His power and His authority. 

 So when we baptize people into the name of Jesus we 

immerse them in the nature, character and life of Christ.3 But 

is it enough to baptize people into the name of Jesus or do we 

need to baptize people into the name of the Father, Son and 

Spirit? Is there a difference?  
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One God, One Name 

The Father, Son and Spirit are all One. They share the same 

nature, character, essence, will and purpose and so they also 

share the same name. Therefore, when we baptize people into 

the name of Jesus, we baptize them into the name of the 

Father and the Spirit as well. It is one baptism into one 

nature.4 

 

Into: eis (ice) 

A preposition– properly, into (unto) – literally, 

“motion into which” implying penetration 

(“unto,” “union”) to a particular purpose or 

result.5 

 

Jesus calls us to make disciples and immerse them into His 

name. The root of the Greek word eis means one, and eis itself 

often conveys the sense of a deliberate movement into union.6 

 Therefore, beyond the act of water baptism, our call is to 

lead people to Jesus so that they can become one with Christ. 

We need to teach others of the ongoing nature of baptism and 

how they can continue to be immersed into Christ by dwelling 

in His living word and letting the word of God change their 

hearts. We need to teach others about abiding in the Holy 

Spirit and finding transformation in His presence.  

 As we personally soak in the word and the Spirit and teach 

others to be immersed in Christ, we will all be changed into 

His image and brought into unity with Christ and each other.7 

We will be immersed into Christ and into His body.  
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Baptized into Death 

Romans 6:3-4 

Or do you not know that all of us who have been 

baptized into Christ Jesus have been baptized into 

His death? Therefore we have been buried with 

Him through baptism into death, so that as Christ 

was raised from the dead through the glory of the 

Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. 

 

Luke 14:27 

“Whoever does not carry his own cross and come 

after Me cannot be My disciple.” 

 

If we are to make disciples then we firstly need to be disciples. 

In this passage, the only way to become a disciple is through 

sacrifice. As followers of Christ we need to take up our own 

cross and teach others to do the same. We need to die to our 

sin and die to the world so that we might be united with 

Christ in His death and walk in the new life that He has given 

us.8 We need to teach others to lose their lives and be crucified 

with Christ, not in mere sentiment or theory, but in actual 

spiritual experience.9 And the best way to teach this is by 

example. 

 Becoming a disciple is a gift of God’s grace and yet it is a 

gift that comes with a cross. So if we have to lay down our 

lives to be His disciples is it truly a free gift of grace? Or is 

there a cost that we have to pay in order to receive His grace?  
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Costly Grace? 

When we think of dying to our sin and laying aside our old 

identity, we think of it in terms of the cost of discipleship. We 

think following Christ is going to cost my life: I have to give 

up control over the decisions I make, I have to give up my old 

ways, I have to yield my desires, and like the rich young ruler, 

I have to give up ownership of everything I have as part of 

being owned by Christ. At first glance becoming a disciple of 

Christ appears to be a costly calling.  

 Yet all the perceived costs of being crucified with Christ are 

simply illusions. The cross sets us free from our sin so that we 

can become who God always created us to be. The cross tears 

away the things in our hearts that are not of God. It exposes 

the ungodly affections of our heart and reveals everything 

that prevents us from knowing more of His love. As we 

repent, the power of the cross washes away these things in the 

blood of Jesus and we are brought out of the fantasy of our 

old identity into the reality of who we truly are in God. 

 In this light we find that there is no real cost to taking up 

our cross. It only feels costly because we are so used to our 

chains and we have made sin so much a part of our identity 

that it feels like a part of us is dying. But when we see sin for 

what it is and realize that it is not a part of who we truly are, 

we can understand that all the pain of being crucified with 

Christ is of no cost at all compared to the glory of being one 

with Him.  
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Take Up the Cross 

Luke 9:23-24 

And He was saying to them all, “If anyone wishes 

to come after Me, he must deny himself, and take 

up his cross daily and follow Me. For whoever 

wishes to save his life will lose it, but whoever 

loses his life for My sake, he is the one who will 

save it.” 

 

In this passage Jesus calls to take up our cross daily. The grace 

of God not only demands that we give up our lives in order to 

follow Christ, but it also requires constant change. It is true 

that in God’s grace and love He accepts us as we are, but it is 

equally true that His love does not let us remain as we are. In 

calling us to salvation, God also calls us to sanctification. He 

calls His disciples to a life of surrender, obedience and 

transformation. In short, Jesus calls His disciples to follow 

Him.  

Teaching obedience 

Teaching them to observe all that I have commanded… 

 A key part of discipleship is teaching the obedience of 

faith.10 In Series Three we saw how faith without works is 

dead. True faith comes to life through acts of obedience and 

love. In this sense, the works we do complete our faith in an 

outward way.11 However, by themselves our works are 

useless. Apart from faith and love, what we think of as good 

works are really dead works that end up separating us from 
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the grace of God.12 So it is vital that we teach disciples to 

observe all that Jesus has commanded in faith and love.13 We 

need to teach people how to recognize legalism and keep from 

falling into dead works, without compromising on obedience. 

For a disciple of Christ, obedience to God is the primary 

expression of a life of faith, grace and love.14  

I Am With You 

Matthew 28:20b 

“And lo, I am with you always, even to the end of 

the age.” 

 

Scripture is clear: it is impossible to lead people to believe in 

God by our own efforts. Redemption and new life only come 

from the Holy Spirit. It is His work. We can join with the 

Spirit as we share the gospel with people, but we are not 

responsible for the decision that people make when they hear 

the good news. Salvation is a sovereign work of God alone.  

 In the same way, it is simply not within our ability to make 

disciples. Apart from Christ we can do nothing.15 We cannot 

make a person take up their cross and die to self. We cannot 

make a person love God with all their heart, soul, mind and 

strength. Making disciples is a sovereign work of God that He 

calls us to join Him in. This is why Jesus calls us to make 

disciples and then promises His presence. He is the one that 

does all the work. He is the Savior who saves people from 

their sin and He is the Teacher who makes disciples. We are 

simply His body—people who are called to work with Him.16 
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Therefore our part is to continue to teach others about our 

awesome God and our shared inheritance in Christ. The rest is 

up to God. He is the One who will fulfill His word, release His 

Spirit, and lead us all to become true disciples of Christ.17 

Summary 

Discipleship is not an optional course that we can take or a 

program we can run. If we want to follow Jesus then we need 

to become a disciple and live a life of faith, love, obedience 

and constant learning.  

 As disciples of Christ, our call is to make more disciples. 

We need to teach people to be immersed in the truth of the 

word and the life of the Spirit. We need to challenge others to 

surrender their old life to the cross and discover their true 

identity in Christ. We need to teach people to obey Christ in 

faith without falling into legalism or laziness. And most of all, 

we need to teach people to become one with Christ and love 

Him with all their heart, mind, soul and strength, and to love 

others as themselves.  

Questions 

Am I a disciple of Jesus?  

Am I actively learning and growing in Christ? 

In what ways do I take up my cross daily and follow Jesus? 

How can I make disciples?  

What is my next step of obedience to God? 
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Study 15 

 

Power and Authority 

“All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth.  

Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them 

in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit…” 

Matthew 28:18b-19 

 

Jesus has all authority in heaven and on earth and by that 

authority He calls us to make disciples and immerse them into 

His name. Believing and living in the ultimate authority of 

Christ is essential if we are to be effective witnesses to Christ 

and successful in our mission to make disciples. But why?  

 The call to make disciples is a call to join a spiritual war. As 

we are filled with the Spirit we become involved in a spiritual 

battle against the powers of evil. Our enemy works against us 

to keep people from God and so it is important that we learn 

how to live in the power and authority of Christ in order to 

overcome our enemy.1  
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Spiritual Authority 

Luke 4:1-6 

Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the 

Jordan and was led around by the Spirit in the 

wilderness for forty days, being tempted by the 

devil. And He ate nothing during those days, and 

when they had ended, He became hungry. And 

the devil said to Him, “If You are the Son of God, 

tell this stone to become bread.” And Jesus 

answered him, “It is written, ‘Man shall not live 

on bread alone.’” And he led Him up and showed 

Him all the kingdoms of the world in a moment 

of time. And the devil said to Him, “I will give 

You all this domain and its glory; for it has been 

handed over to me, and I give it to whomever I 

wish…” 

 

In this passage Satan tempts Jesus, offering Him all the 

kingdoms of the world, saying “I will give you all this domain 

and its glory; for it has been handed over to me.” Before Jesus 

came, Satan claimed authority over all the kingdoms of the 

world. So how did Satan get his dominion over the world?  

 

Genesis 1:26 

Then God said, “Let Us make man in Our image, 

according to Our likeness; and let them rule over 

the fish of the sea and over the birds of the sky 

and over the cattle and over all the earth, and 

over every creeping thing that creeps on the 
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earth.” God created man in His own image, in the 

image of God He created him; male and female 

He created them. God blessed them; and God said 

to them, “Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the 

earth, and subdue it; and rule over the fish of the 

sea and over the birds of the sky and over every 

living thing that moves on the earth.” 

 

When God created the world, He made Adam and Eve to rule 

over the world and everything in it. In the beginning, God 

gave Adam and Eve dominion and authority over the earth.  

 

Romans 5:12 

Therefore, just as through one man [Adam] sin 

entered into the world, and death through sin, 

and so death spread to all men, because all 

sinned… 

 

When Eve first heard the voice of Satan, the seed of doubt was 

sown in her heart. She passed on that seed to Adam and when 

they acted on the word of Satan, the seed of doubt matured in 

their hearts and brought forth sin and spiritual death.2  

 The spiritual death was then passed down through the 

generations in the form of a corrupted nature and identity. 

Because all people have descended from Adam and Eve, 

every person throughout time inherited the corruption and sin 

that Adam and Eve let into their hearts when they first chose 

to follow the voice of Satan.3  
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 By choosing to sin, Adam and Eve submitted themselves to 

Satan and gave their authority on earth to him. Their power to 

rule on earth was lost and Satan became the new ruler of the 

world. Through the birth and presence of sin in people, Satan 

took dominion over God’s creation.  

Held Captive 

2 Timothy 2:25b-26 

…perhaps God may grant them repentance 

leading to the knowledge of the truth, and they 

may come to their senses and escape from the 

snare of the devil, having been held captive by 

him to do his will. 

 

At the fall, sin took root in people’s hearts and corrupted our 

sense of identity and twisted our desires. Our very nature was 

defiled and the presence of sin within our hearts compelled us 

all to desire and act sinfully.  

 Throughout the ages we have thought that we were in 

control of our choices and actions but in reality we were 

bound in sin. When we lived according to our sin nature we 

did those things that pleased our enemy and so through our 

sin we were held captive by Satan to do his will.  

 Rule the heart and you rule the world. Satan’s power on 

earth was based on the presence of sin in the hearts of people. 

He dominated people’s lives through sin and so ruled the 

world simply by encouraging people to follow the sinful 

instincts of their fallen hearts.4  
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Satan Cast Out  

John 12:31 

“Now judgment is upon this world; now the ruler 

of this world will be cast out. And I, if I am lifted 

up from the earth, will draw all men to Myself.” 

But He was saying this to indicate the kind of 

death by which He was to die. 

 

At the cross, God poured out His judgment upon the sin of 

the world. Our sin was placed into Jesus and through His 

death our sin was destroyed out of all existence. The curse of 

Adam was undone and the ruler of the world was cast out.5 

By faith in the sacrifice of Christ, every person could be set 

free from their sin and so released from the power of Satan.  

Victory! 

Colossians 2:15 

When He had disarmed the rulers and 

authorities, He made a public display of them, 

having triumphed over them through Him. 

 

When Jesus defeated sin and death, He defeated Satan and 

stripped him of his power. At the cross, not only did Jesus 

disarm all the rulers and authorities of darkness and take 

away their authority, but He then put His enemies on public 

display in front of the whole universe in the humiliation of 

utter defeat. At the cross Christ was absolutely victorious.  

 But if Jesus so completely defeated sin and Satan at the 

cross then why is there still evil in the world?  
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Work to be Done 

1 John 3:7-8 

Little children, make sure no one deceives you; 

the one who practices righteousness is righteous, 

just as He is righteous; the one who practices sin 

is of the devil; for the devil has sinned from the 

beginning. The Son of God appeared for this 

purpose, to destroy the works of the devil. 

 

Jesus came to destroy the works of the devil by destroying sin 

at the cross. However, if people ignore the cross and hold onto 

their sin then Satan still has a degree of power and influence 

in the world. For as Scripture shows: people who continue to 

sin choose to follow Satan rather than God. By practicing sin 

people give Satan power and authority in their lives, and they 

are held captive to do his will.6 Therefore, to this day, Satan 

works to keep people from hearing the truth of the cross so 

that they would remain in their sin and under his control. 

 This is this reason why the call to make disciples is a call to 

spiritual war. Disciples of Christ must take up their cross and 

die to sin so that they may live in deeper love and unity with 

God. When we share with people about how Jesus’ blood can 

save us from our sin, we release the power of the cross into 

their lives and destroy the works of the devil. So it should 

come as no surprise to us if we encounter spiritual conflict in 

our calling. The enemy does not want to give up the souls he 

controls and he will battle us fiercely if we start actually 

making true disciples of people.  
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Clothed from on High 

Luke 24:49 

“And behold, I am sending forth the promise of 

My Father upon you; but you are to stay in the 

city until you are clothed with power from on 

high.” 

 

Before the disciples were sent out to share the gospel, Jesus 

told them to wait until they were clothed with power from on 

high. In the same way, we need to receive power from God in 

order to fight and fulfill our call to make disciples. But what 

does it mean to be clothed with power from on high? 

Clothed with Power  

1 Corinthians 1:22-24 (emphasis added) 

For indeed Jews ask for signs and Greeks search 

for wisdom; but we preach Christ crucified, to 

Jews a stumbling block and to Gentiles 

foolishness, but to those who are the called, both 

Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the 

wisdom of God. 

 

Power: dunamis (doo-nam-is) 

Strength power, ability: inherent power, power 

residing in a thing by virtue of its nature, or 

which a person or thing exerts and puts forth; 

power for performing miracles; moral power 

and excellence of soul.7 
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The dunamis power of God is the inherent ability that resides 

in the nature of Christ. Jesus is the power of God and His 

power cannot be separated from His presence. Therefore the 

only way we can come to possess the power of God is to have 

the nature and life of Christ present in our hearts.  

 So when we wait on God to be clothed with power, Jesus 

does not glorify us by giving us His power and authority. 

Rather He humbles us, cleanses us and makes us nothing so 

that He may live in us and release His power and authority 

through us. He makes us like jars of clay: ordinary, frail 

people who came from dust but who contain the awesome 

presence of God. Because being clothed with power from on 

high is being clothed with Christ, we can only speak in His 

authority when He speaks through us. We can only heal in 

His power when He heals through us. It is only because Jesus 

is the power and authority within us that we can work with 

Him to destroy the works of our enemy.  

Weapons of Truth  

Ephesians 6:10-12 

Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength 

of His might. Put on the full armor of God, so that 

you will be able to stand firm against the schemes 

of the devil. For our struggle is not against flesh 

and blood, but against the rulers, against the 

powers, against the world forces of this darkness, 

against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the 

heavenly places. 
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Our call is to speak the truth in love and see people set free 

from their sin. Our struggle is not against people but for them. 

So like soldiers we need to keep our primary objective in 

focus. We are immersed in the power of the Spirit so that we 

can become one with Christ and minister His truth to others. 

Therefore we need to keep our warfare against the spiritual 

forces of darkness in perspective and never let the fight delay, 

discourage or distract us from our primary calling in God.  

 

2 Corinthians 10:4 

For the weapons of our warfare are not of the 

flesh, but divinely powerful for the destruction of 

fortresses. 

 

The greatest threat to our enemy is the power of the blood of 

Jesus which is shared through the message of the cross. Sin is 

the main work of Satan in the world and the cross was sin’s 

destruction and Satan’s defeat. So when we share with people 

about the cross and the power of the Jesus’ blood to overcome 

sin, Satan loses more power and control in the world.8 As 

such, one of our greatest weapons in the battle against the 

forces of darkness is the truth of the cross and the absolute 

power of the blood of Christ to wash away all sin.9 

Take up the Armor 

Ephesians 6:13-18 

Therefore, take up the full armor of God, so that 

you will be able to resist in the evil day, and 
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having done everything, to stand firm. Stand firm 

therefore, having girded your loins with truth, 

and having put on the breastplate of 

righteousness, and having shod your feet with the 

preparation of the gospel of peace; in addition to 

all, taking up the shield of faith with which you 

will be able to extinguish all the flaming arrows 

of the evil one. And take the helmet of salvation, 

and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of 

God. With all prayer and petition pray at all times 

in the Spirit, and with this in view, be on the 

alert with all perseverance and petition for all the 

saints…10 

 

In our spiritual warfare, we are called to stand against our 

enemy. The work of the enemy is to bring death, deception, 

loss, and spiritual devastation to us and others.11 Satan wants 

to defile the tabernacle of our hearts and lead us into sin and 

idolatry. Like the parable of the sower and the field, Satan’s 

mission is to sow his seed into the field of our hearts.12 He 

may try to implant sin into us by sowing thoughts of pride, 

insecurity or doubt; feelings of resentment, injustice or lust; or 

desires for wealth, power or respect. If we allow his seed to 

grow in our hearts, it will always produce a harvest of sin and 

so separate us from the presence of God and lead us away 

from reality. Therefore, we need to learn to spiritually stand 

and overcome in battle, continually guarding our hearts and 

minds against the enemy.13 
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Stand Firm 

Faith is the key to standing firm. We fight the enemy by 

confidently believing in the victory that God has already won. 

By taking away our sin, Jesus has triumphed over our enemy 

concerning us.  

 Through the cross our enemy has been disarmed and 

defeated. The only weapons he has left to fight us with are 

words, tricks, deceit and sin.14 To oppose him we have faith, 

love, authority, truth and the absolute power that is found in 

the name of Jesus and in the blood of the Lamb.15 Through 

faith in Jesus Christ we can be more than conquerors and can 

overwhelmingly overcome our enemy.16 

Put on the Armor 

To be found faithful in the battle, we need to put on the full 

armor of God. As we saw in Series Three, Scripture uses 

clothing as a metaphor for different spiritual realities that we 

can experience in our hearts. For example, in the spirit we are 

clothed in fine linen as God purifies our hearts and makes us 

righteous in Christ.17 Clothing speaks of the heart.  

 So when Scripture calls us to put on the full armor of God, 

it is calling us to do more than just pray for protection. To put 

on the armor we need to possess Jesus’ truth, righteousness, 

readiness to share, faith, salvation, and living word within our 

hearts. If we are faithful to possess and grow in these qualities 

of Christ, we will find full protection for our hearts, souls and 

minds in the midst of battle.18 
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Summary 

When we are immersed in the Spirit, Jesus does not give us 

His power and authority to use as we will, rather He gives us 

Himself. He fills us with His Spirit so that we can work with 

Him by sharing the gospel, making disciples, and teaching 

people about their call to love God and to become one Spirit 

with Him. 

 Sadly, we have an enemy that seeks to prevent us from 

fulfilling our ministry. To overcome the forces of darkness we 

need to stand firm in the victory that Jesus has already won. 

He has all power and authority and He lives in us. Through 

the cross Jesus has conquered sin and defeated His enemy. 

Therefore our call in Christ is simply to stand in faith and 

release the power of His blood to wash away all sin and bring 

absolute victory.  

Questions 

Am I aware of the war that is going on in the spiritual realm?  

Am I willing to join that battle?  

What is the present condition of my spiritual armor?  

Have I been clothed with power from on high? 

How can I live in more of the power and authority of God? 
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Study 16 

 

Moses to David 

Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of the 

LORD filled the tabernacle. Moses was not able to enter the tent 

of meeting because the cloud had settled on it, and the glory of 

the LORD filled the tabernacle. 

Exodus 40:34-35 

In the first two series of the One with Christ studies we saw 

how the Tabernacle of Moses gives us a spiritual design that 

we can use to prepare our hearts for the presence of God. As 

we enter into the spiritual reality of each element of the 

tabernacle, our hearts are changed. Through the tabernacle we 

learn to put off the old self and be cleansed by the blood of 

Christ and the washing of His living word. We put on the new 

self as we receive revelation from God and let God renew our 

hearts and minds. As we eat the bread of Christ and partake 

of His nature we are drawn into deeper union of God. And as 

we worship Him, we come into His awesome presence. 
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 However, the tabernacle of Moses did not stand for long in 

Israel. After Moses died and Israel settled in the Promised 

Land, the ark of the covenant was lost in battle to the 

Philistines. God then sent plagues upon the Philistines who 

returned the ark to Israel in order to stop the plagues. The ark 

then remained in Kiriath-Jearim at the home of Obed-Edom. 

Years later, King David brought the ark back to Jerusalem. 

There he housed it in a tent which became known simply as 

the tent (or tabernacle) of David.1 

 In this study we will look at the tent of David as a 

summary of some of the key themes of Series Four. 

The Tent of David 

2 Samuel 6:16 

So they brought in the ark of the LORD and set it 

in its place inside the tent which David had 

pitched for it; and David offered burnt offerings 

and peace offerings before the LORD. 

 

The tent of David contained the ark of the Lord and so it 

became a sanctuary where David could meet with God and 

experience His presence. However, unlike the tabernacle of 

Moses, the tent of David was a simple tent with no outer court 

or Holy place. The tent itself stood as the Holy of Holies, 

containing the ark of God’s awesome presence. 

 In the tent of David, we find a picture of the freedom and 

grace God calls us to regarding His presence. In the tabernacle 

of Moses, the ark was hidden behind a veil that separated the 
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Holy of Holies from the Holy Place. If anyone other than the 

high priest passed through the veil and entered into the Holy 

of Holies they would die.2 However, in the Tent of David 

there was no veil separating David from the presence of God. 

By His grace, God had forgiven David’s sin, purified his heart 

and given him the privileges of the priesthood. God had set 

David in His presence and so David was free to enter into the 

sanctuary of God whenever he liked without any fear.3  

 Because of his heart for God, the sanctuary was not a place 

of ritual and fear for David but a place of intimacy, friendship, 

and love. It was a place where David could experience the 

pleasures of God’s presence and the joy of simply being with 

God. 

 

1 Peter 2:9-10 

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a 

holy nation, a people for God’s own possession, so 

that you may proclaim the excellencies of Him 

who has called you out of darkness into His 

marvelous light; for you once were not a people, 

but now you are the people of God; you had not 

received mercy, but now you have received 

mercy. 

 

Like David, God has chosen us to be a royal priesthood. He 

makes us kings through Christ by giving us the authority to 

do His will and overcome His enemies. He also makes us 

priests through Christ as He leads us to devote our lives to 

worshipping Him and living in His presence.  
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 In choosing us to be a royal priesthood, God is also calling 

us to have a heart like David’s. If we have the desire and will, 

the Spirit of God can create in us the same love for God that 

David possessed. He can lead us to desire His presence above 

all else. He can reveal His beauty to us and cause us to fall in 

love with Jesus over and again. Through His grace, the Spirit 

of God can transform us so that Jesus becomes our one love 

and desire. As we prepare our hearts and let the Spirit 

continue to fill us, we can find our true identity in union with 

God. In His presence, we can discover the joy of becoming 

more one with Christ.  

To Dwell Forever 

Psalm 27:4 

One thing I have asked from the LORD, that I 

shall seek: That I may dwell in the house of the 

LORD all the days of my life to behold the beauty 

of the LORD and to meditate in His temple. 

 

David’s one prayer was that he might dwell for all his days in 

the presence of God. In God’s presence, David could come 

before the face of God and behold His beauty. There he could 

experience God’s glory and be transformed into the image and 

likeness of God.4  

 We are now the temple of God. We are the living tabernacle 

in whom God dwells. We are the Holy of Holies. We are the 

earthen vessels who carry the awesome presence of God in 

our hearts. So because Jesus is always with us, like David, we 
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can freely come into the presence of God whenever we like. 

We simply need to remember the truth that God is dwelling 

within us. We need to remember that the sacrifice of Christ 

removed the veil to the Holy of Holies forever and that by His 

blood we can boldly enter into the presence of God at will.  

 Because the way into the presence of God is now open, we 

can learn to live continually in His presence. As we let the 

Spirit change and teach us, we can learn to constantly return 

to His presence with effortless faith and grace.  

Of Love and War 

David loved God and longed for His presence. Yet His love 

was not merely a sentimental love but a fierce, intelligent and 

sacrificial love. It was a love that defined his identity and led 

him to experience the heights of joy in worship as well as the 

pain of warfare. David adored God and as a result he found 

himself constantly engaged in a war against God’s enemies.  

 

Psalm 139:1, 7-8, 17-24 

O LORD, You have searched me and known 

me… You have enclosed me behind and before, 

And laid Your hand upon me…Where can I go 

from Your Spirit? Or where can I flee from Your 

presence? If I ascend to heaven, You are there; if I 

make my bed in Sheol, behold, You are there. 

 How precious also are Your thoughts to me, O 

God! How vast is the sum of them! If I should 

count them, they would outnumber the sand. 
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When I awake, I am still with You. O that You 

would slay the wicked, O God; depart from me, 

therefore, men of bloodshed. For they speak 

against You wickedly, and Your enemies take 

Your name in vain. Do I not hate those who hate 

You, O LORD? And do I not loathe those who 

rise up against You? I hate them with the utmost 

hatred; they have become my enemies. Search 

me, O God, and know my heart; try me and know 

my anxious thoughts; and see if there be any 

hurtful way in me, and lead me in the everlasting 

way. 

 

In the Psalms, David often wrote of both his love and hatred. 

David was overcome with love for God and constantly sung 

of God’s awesome glory, presence, and love. The deep love 

that David had for God could also be seen in his intense 

hatred of evil. David knew God and was one heart with Him. 

He loved righteousness and hated wickedness and so David 

would often write of the intimacy he shared with God 

alongside his hatred of sin and evil.5 

 

Romans 12:9 

Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is 

evil; cling to what is good. 

 

Our love for God can be measured in part by our attitude 

towards sin. If we say that we love God but we are willing to 

compromise with evil then we make ourselves hypocrites. So 
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like David, if we are to love God then we need the Spirit to 

change our hearts so that we genuinely abhor what is evil and 

cling to what is good.6 We need to take on the interests of God 

and prepare to war against His enemies.  

 In David we find a picture of what it means to overcome 

through Christ.7 To become an overcomer, the Spirit of God 

calls us to delight ourselves in Christ and to continually abide 

in His presence and in His word. This is not just so we can 

enjoy the blessings of His love. In God’s presence we find the 

power and victory of the cross to completely devastate our 

sin. As we abide with Christ we learn the truth of the cross 

that is able to tear down strongholds and we find the faith that 

can overcome the world.8 In God’s presence we put on the 

armor of light and are clothed with Christ. As Jesus makes us 

more one with Him, we come to share in more of His power 

and authority to stand against the enemy. Like David, as we 

abide in Christ we share in His heart and come to adore Him 

with all affection and war against evil with all aggression.9  

A New Family  

David did not conquer his enemies by himself. He had many 

faithful people who fought beside him and who supported 

him as he lived out his calling in God.  

 In the same way, when we are born again, we cannot 

expect to prosper in our journey alone. When we are baptized 

into Christ we are baptized into His body. His Spirit and His 

nature connect us together so that through our unity we can 

grow together and reveal the love and unity of God on earth. 
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As we recognize how the flesh and blood of Christ connects us 

to each other, we can take our place in the body and learn to 

work together to achieve His goals. We are all unique and all 

gifted in the body of Christ and so every one of us has a job to 

do. To become effective in our job we all need to take the time 

to practice using our gifts and abilities. The more we practice, 

the more we grow in our skill and confidence and the more 

effective we become in the body of Christ.  

From Moses to David 

Under Moses, the focus was on establishing a place for God to 

dwell with His people as He led them into their inheritance. 

Under David, the focus was on freely enjoying the presence of 

God as Israel possessed the land of their inheritance.  

 Like the people of Israel, when we first come to faith in 

God, we receive new life and salvation through the blood of 

Jesus. Having come into relationship with God we are then 

called to prepare our hearts according to His design. As we 

are made into living temples, the Spirit of God comes to 

immerse us and abide within us in a greater degree, bringing 

with Him the awesome glory and love of God.  

 Yet even when we have prepared our hearts and know the 

truth that the living God is alive within us, we can still get 

distracted from the reality of His indwelling life. At these 

times we need to learn to return to the presence of God.  

 When we return to the sanctuary of God, at times we may 

find that entering into His presence can feel like the tabernacle 

of Moses for us. We may feel the need to be cleansed by the 
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blood of Christ and to spend time receiving revelation, eating 

and drinking of Christ and worshipping God in order to enter 

into the conscious sense of His presence. And this is okay. 

David despaired over losing the presence of God through sin 

and so he sincerely turned from his sin back to God. Like 

David, if we fall into sin then we need to turn to God and not 

hide from Him. We need to embrace the forgiveness of Christ 

and know that God is faithful to cleanse us of every sin and 

enable us to know His presence again. 

 Yet while we can have these times of entering into the 

manifest presence of God, we are ultimately called to live in 

His presence. Being immersed into Jesus is not an act or event 

but a life of constantly abiding in His Spirit. So if we are to live 

in the presence of God then we need to learn to constantly 

come into His presence with childlike faith. We need to go 

beyond the process of repentance and instead maintain a heart 

that can enter into His presence at will. This means we need to 

have absolute confidence in the love and forgiveness of God, 

in the cleansing power of Christ’s blood, and in our unity with 

Christ. Such confidence comes as faith from God. Only He can 

grant us the heart-knowledge that He is really with us. Only 

He can reveal His truth that we have been forgiven and made 

pure. Only He can give us the revelation that we are one with 

Christ and that as partakers of the divine nature we now share 

in the holiness and righteousness of Christ. As God speaks to 

our hearts and gives us this faith, we can have the confidence 

to boldly come into His presence and to continually commune 

and converse with Him.  
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Summary 

When Jesus laid down His life, He died for a reason beyond 

our redemption. The goal of our salvation is not simply a 

future life in heaven after we die but it is a new life now that is 

filled with His Spirit. It is a new life in His presence. It is a 

new life in union with Him.  

 Our new self exists only in union with God and so when 

we are united with Christ we discover our true identity. As 

we grow in our salvation we learn more of our true design 

and we take on more of the likeness of God. From glory to 

glory the Holy Spirit frees us from our old self, immerses us in 

His life and transforms us into the image of Christ.  

 Therefore we now have an unimaginable inheritance in the 

presence of God. We have a new life to live in His presence. 

And it is not meant to be hard work. Jesus died to remove the 

veil that separates us from the Holy of Holies. He has done all 

the work and now He calls us to reap the reward of the cross. 

Through faith and grace we can share the pure and upright 

heart of Christ. Through this unity with Jesus we can enter 

into the sanctuary of God, talk with Jesus, and live in His 

presence for the rest of our days. 

 As we learn to live in unity with God, entering into His 

presence will be less like the tabernacle of Moses and more 

like the tabernacle of David for us. With a loving heart we will 

come to enter His presence with ease and joy. We will freely 

enter into and abide in the Most Holy Place. There we can sit 

and talk with Jesus, wait and listen, worship in love, or simply 

commune and live with His Spirit. Jesus came that He might 
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dwell with us and within us. He has made it all possible and it 

is all for His glory. A life in His presence awaits… 

 

Questions 

What is the condition of the temple of my heart? 

How is my heart responding to the call to seek God’s face? 

Do I really want to live life in the presence of God? 

What is my next step into my Holy of Holies?  
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Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling,  

and to make you stand in the presence of His glory  

blameless with great joy,  

to the only God our Savior,  

through Jesus Christ our Lord,  

be glory, majesty, dominion and authority,  

before all time and now and forever. 

 Amen. 

 

Jude 24-25 
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Contact Us 

 

Therefore encourage one another and build up one another, 

just as you also are doing. 

1 Thessalonians 5:11 

If you would like to make contact with us, please visit our 

website or email us. On our website you will be able to find 

links to Series Five of the One with Christ series as well as other 

resources. 

 

Website |  www.onewithchrist.org 

Email  |  geoff@onewithchrist.org 

 

Please feel free to send through any feedback you may have 

on the studies. We would love to hear from you. 
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Reference Notes 

 

 

 

Introduction 
1  Acts 9:17 

2  Acts 2:1-4 

3  Acts 2:17, Luke 11:13, Ephesians 5:18, Galatians 5:22-25 

4 Romans 8:29-30, 2 Corinthians 3:18 

5 Colossians 3:16, John 15:7, 1 John 2:24 

6  See Adam Clarke’s Commentary on Philippians 2:12-13 and HELPS Word 

Study #1901. Note that Paul’s striving in this context does not undermine 

the grace of God nor suggest that Paul is trying to gain the prize by his 

own effort apart from grace. On the contrary, by giving his entire life and 

all his energy to pursuing his inheritance in Christ, Paul is honoring 

God’s grace. Paul is giving God all he is because God has given him all 

that He is. The love and grace of God demands our all. In Scripture we 

are called to seek God with all our heart and soul, and to love Him with 

our entire being. Like Paul, if we are to honor the love and grace of God 

then we need to give every part of being and every ounce of our strength 

to seeking the prize of God’s high calling for our lives.  
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1. Seed of God  
1  This meaning of the word seed can be seen in the following Scriptures: 

Genesis 3:15, 4:25, 21:12-13, 22:18, 26:4; 1 Chronicles 17:11; Ezra 9:2; 

Psalm 89:4, 29, 36; Isaiah 45:19; John 7:42; 2 Corinthians 11:22; Galatians 

3:16, 19, 29; Hebrews 11:11,18.  

2 Genesis 3:15 

3  See Genesis 22:1-19. Just as Abraham gave up his son Isaac as a sacrificial 

offering, so the Father also offered His Son Jesus as an atoning sacrifice 

for our sin. 

4 In Series One we look at how the Spirit of God breathes upon the word of 

God to make it living and active. When the Spirit releases His life into 

His word, the word of God becomes powerful to form the seed of Jesus 

within our hearts. Through the living word, we can receive the life, 

nature and presence of Jesus within us.  

5  A seed is life at its conception, which means that it is only potential life. 

Once sown, a seed stays sown, hidden and dormant in the ground until 

the conditions are right. Without the right conditions the seed will never 

grow roots and shoots and enter maturity.  

  This principle also applies to our spiritual life. The life of Jesus is sown 

into us as we hear and receive the word but it will remain dormant until 

the conditions are right. If the ground of our heart is not fertile then the 

seed will stay inactive. Jesus even warns that if our hearts are not ready, 

the seed may be stolen, burned, or trampled down altogether. Therefore 

we need to ensure that our hearts are prepared so that when the 

conditions are right, the seed of Christ will mature and bring forth the 

life of Christ within us. 

6 Galatians 5:22-25 

7  See the Born of Water study in Series Three. 

8  Proverbs 22:7, Proverbs 14:16 

9 Psalm 119:33-38; Proverbs 3:1, Proverbs 4:20-21 

10  John 15:8 
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2. Living Water 
1 On most occasions, Scripture uses the word kardia to speak of a person’s 

heart. Yet here Jesus deliberately uses the word koilia. This word literally 

means womb, stomach, belly or bowel, and spiritually it is used to speak 

of our innermost being (see Thayer’s Greek Lexicon). As the spring of life, 

the living waters of Christ are found deep within the womb of our spirit. 

Within these waters is the seed of Christ. As the living water flows out of 

us, the seed of Christ is planted into the womb of the hearer where it can 

grow into the full nature and life of Christ.  

2  The Hebrew word used for strike in Numbers 20 is nakah which means to 

strike, smite, hit, beat, slay, or kill (see Brown, Driver, Briggs Lexicon). It 

is the same word used in Isaiah 53.  
 

Isaiah 53:4  

Surely our griefs He Himself bore, and our sorrows He 

carried. Yet we ourselves esteemed Him stricken, 

smitten [nakah] of God, and afflicted.  
 

In the process of His crucifixion, Jesus was struck, hit, beaten, smitten 

and killed. Jesus allowed Himself to be struck down at the cross so that 

He could release the living waters of His Spirit into people. In this way, 

the striking of rock in the wilderness is a living picture of Jesus at the 

cross.  

3  John 19:34. In Scripture blood represents life (see Genesis 9:4, Leviticus 

17:11-14). Therefore when blood and water flowed from Jesus’ side it 

spoke of the living water of His Spirit that was released through His 

death, resurrection and ascension.  

4 This passage echoes our call in Ephesians 5:18 to be continually filled 

with the Spirit of God. 

5 As we saw in Series One, the living word of God is like water.  



| Reference Notes 

 

174 

3. Face of God 
1 See the Analytical Lexicon of the Greek New Testament. The Greek word 

prosopon is the equivalent of the Hebrew word paniym, meaning face or 

presence. In the Authorized Version, the word prosopon is translated as: 

face, person, presence, countenance. The Authorized Version translates 

the word paniym as: before (in the sense of standing before a person 

rather than earlier in time), face, presence, because, sight, and 

countenance. 

2  For example, in 2 Samuel 14:24 King David commands that Absalom 

should not see his face, meaning that Absalom should not come into his 

presence.  

3  See also Psalm 51:10-11.  

4 John 1:1-14 

5 Because people are defined by their personality it can be tempting to 

think of personality as a distinctly human quality. As a result, we can 

think that to speak of the personality of God is to undermine His divinity 

by making Him appear more human. Yet it is the reverse that is true. 

Personality originates in God. It is an essentially divine quality that God 

has imparted to people. God has created us to bear His image and this 

image is reflected through the pure and true personality of the new self.  

6 It is important to note that while we can experience the purest emotions 

in the presence of God, there will be times when we seek His presence 

and feel nothing at all. Sometimes we may even feel isolated and distant 

from God. This is not unusual. Just like our thoughts, there will be times 

when our feelings will be contrary to the truth of God and need to be 

brought captive to Christ (2 Corinthians 10:5). During these times we 

need to remember that we live by faith and not by feelings. So when we 

feel detached from God, we can simply turn to Him and wait in the faith 

and knowledge that God will never leave us and that feelings or no 

feelings, He is always with us. 

7  We can only seek the face of God in complete dependence on His grace. 

So if we fail to experience the joy of seeking God and instead it becomes a 
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burden or labor for us then it means we are no longer receiving His grace. 

At these times we need to cease striving and instead return to God and 

ask Him for the grace to seek His face.  

8  See also 1 Chronicles 29:9, Jeremiah 29:13. Within ourselves we are 

unable to devote our lives to seeking God’s face. Seeking God with all our 

heart and soul requires more than resolve and willpower. We need the 

grace of God. It is God’s grace that overtakes us and focuses our hearts 

and minds on seeking His face. We simply cannot do it by ourselves. 

Therefore we need to start seeking God by asking for His grace to make 

us true seekers. It all starts and ends with God.  

9 Note that the Greek word translated as refreshing is anapsyksis which 

means to breathe easily (again); to be revived with fresh air; or to be 

refreshed (see HELPS Word Study #403). In the presence of God we are 

revived with the breath of His Spirit.  

 

4. Seeing God 
1 The English term sanctuary comes from the Latin word sanctus meaning 

holy. The Hebrew word miqdash which is translated as sanctuary comes 

from the word qadash meaning to sanctify, consecrate, make holy, set 

apart.  

2  In this passage we find that true knowledge comes as we learn to see with 

the eyes of our heart. Paul prays for the eyes of the heart to be 

enlightened so that the Ephesians would know: their calling; the glory of 

their inheritance; and the surpassing greatness of God’s power. The real 

knowledge of the heart comes as we see with our heart. It is the 

knowledge that comes with spiritual experience and so as we enter into 

God’s presence we can expect to experience more of God’s power and the 

riches of our inheritance in Christ. 

3  This is the Greek word horao that is translated as see in Matthew 5:8. 

4  This definition combines material from Thayer’s Greek Lexicon and the 

HELPS Word Study #3708. 
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5 See also John 14:6. Now and forever, Jesus is the only way into the 

presence of the Father. 

6  Note also that in this passage we learn that the new self has been created. 

It is already real. Having come to faith in Christ our new self has been 

created for us. It is an inheritance waiting to be possessed. It is a heart 

waiting to be transplanted. The new self is an identity waiting to be 

realized and a life waiting to be lived. 

7 Jesus is the image of God (2 Corinthians 4:4) and the new self is created in 

the image of God (Colossians 3:10). In other words, the new self is created 

to exist only in unity with Christ. For example, Jesus is our righteousness 

(1 Corinthians 1:30) and so we can only be made righteous in unity with 

Him. Likewise, we are only made holy as we partake of His holiness. We 

only come to truly love when we are united with Christ and His love 

lives within us. In every way, our true identity is designed to exist only in 

complete union with Jesus Christ.  

8  See Luke 23:44-46. The veil to the Holy of Holies was torn in two when 

Jesus died because it was through His death that we were set free to be 

united with Him in His holiness and righteousness. Apart from Christ we 

cannot enter into the presence of God. It is only through Him that we 

gain access to God. He is the new and living way. He is the only way.  

9  2 Peter 1:2-4 

10  In Series One we saw how the word of God reveals the nature of Christ 

and the reality of our true design in Him. Yet the word of God is more 

than just a source of revelation. Just as God breathed into Adam and he 

became a living man, so when the Spirit breathes into His word, it comes 

to life with the nature of Christ. Through the living word we come to 

know Jesus as the Word of God. As the seed of Christ is planted in our 

hearts, His nature is formed within us and the Word becomes our flesh. 

Like a temple prepared for the glory of God, the living word changes our 

hearts into a righteous dwelling place for the presence of God. 

11 Because every aspect of our entry into God’s presence is a work of grace, 

there is nothing we could ever do or say to earn His presence. We simply 
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cannot manipulate our way into the presence of God. There is no song we 

can sing and no formula we can follow to gain access to His presence. It 

by a gift of God’s grace alone. To try to earn our way into God’s presence 

is to offend the grace of God. So if we find ourselves trying to enter into 

His presence then we need to stop trying and simply learn to receive the 

gift of God’s grace and love by faith. 

12 Ephesians 3:8-12, Hebrews 4:16, Hebrews 10:19-22 

 

5. Into the Presence 
1 The Greek present imperative tense is used here to command us to 

constantly pursue salvation.  

2 Likewise, Jesus became sin for us so that we might become the 

righteousness of God in Him. Righteousness is only found in Christ. So to 

become the righteousness of God is to become a vessel of Christ. It is to 

become people who are one with Christ and who actively express His 

goodness in the world. 

3 The need to understand the reality of sanctification is explained well in 

My Utmost for His Highest where Oswald Chambers writes:  
 

“If our experience of being set apart from sin and being 

made holy through the process of sanctification is still 

very shallow, we tend to mistake the reality of God for 

something else…  

 Sanctification is not my idea of what I want God to 

do for me— sanctification is God’s idea of what He 

wants to do for me. But He has to get me into the state 

of mind and spirit where I will allow Him to sanctify 

me completely, whatever the cost (see 1 Thessalonians 

5:23-24).” 
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4 As we appreciate the love and grace of God we can let go of any fear of 

judgment over our sin. God is not an ever-present police officer waiting 

to give us a ticket if we drift over the speed limit. He is our Father, always 

present and ready to take our sin, change our hearts and empower us to 

live rightly through His Spirit.  

5 This is not to deny the reality of our sin or absolve ourselves from making 

a restoration to those who have suffered because of our sin. It also does 

not mean that sin is without consequence and we are free to indulge in 

sin because the blood of Jesus has already secured our forgiveness. We 

will reap what we sow (Galatians 6:8). When we sin, we sow unbelief 

into our hearts and distort our identity in Christ. If we do not let God 

correct our sense of identity then we may end up consistently tolerating 

sin in our lives. While such sin may not compromise our eternal security, 

it will surely compromise our experience of unity with Jesus. Jesus did 

not die so that we could live in sin but so that we could live in Him. To 

honor His sacrifice we need to be fierce in our determination to put off 

the old self, to turn from every sin and to pursue the reality of being 

sanctified and made righteous in Christ.  

6 Note that in Hebrews 10:19-22 we are washed not just by the blood of 

Jesus but by pure water. The pure water is the truth of the word of God. 

So to have a clean conscience before God we need to let His truth get 

deep into our hearts and wash us. The truth is that we are not sinful 

animals in the sight of God. We are sons and daughters of the living God. 

We are His righteous and holy people who live in unity with Jesus. 

Because of our unity with Jesus, when our Father looks at us He does not 

separate us from Jesus. He sees us as one spirit with Jesus (1 Corinthians 

6:17). He sees us as His children. When we have consistent confidence in 

this truth, we can know the freedom of having a clear conscience before 

God and boldness to enter into His presence. 

 



Reference Notes | 

 

179 

6. The Glory of God 
1 A single study can never do justice to the subject of the glory of God. 

There are so many different aspects of the glory of God to discover and 

experience that a real understanding of God’s glory is beyond the scope of 

this study series. As such, this study is written simply as an introduction 

to the glory of God in terms of our experience of the presence of Jesus.  

2 Being the most humble of people, Moses was the most blessed in 

experiencing the glory of God. Spending time in the presence of God did 

not lead to a sense of pride or spiritual superiority in Moses. Rather it led 

to greater depths of humility and love and a greater union with God. Like 

Moses, the more time we spend soaking in the presence of God, the more 

we will be conformed to His image. Even short amounts of time in the 

presence of God will lead to a greater possession of the nature, life, love 

and humility of Christ.  

3 Isaiah 40:3-5.  The glory of the Lord was revealed as Christ Jesus. 

4 In this passage we read that we can behold the glory of God as in a 

mirror. In Series One we saw how the mirror is a type of the living word 

of God. Through the living word we can see the glory of God in Christ 

not just in an intellectual way but in a spiritual way. Through God’s word 

we can encounter the presence of Jesus and be transformed by His Spirit.  

 

7. Abiding in Christ 
1 Ephesians 5:18. The use of the Greek present tense reinforces the call to 

be continually filled with the Spirit. This extends to our call to live 

continually in His presence as it is only through the indwelling Spirit of 

God that we can experience His presence.  

2 See Series One for more on how the commands of Scripture are promises 

that we can experience through faith in God. 

3 Living continually in the presence of God is the focus of several books, a 

selection of which can be found at www.onewithchrist.org/resources. 
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4 See also Romans 11:33-36 

5 Malachi 3:6 

6 In Practicing the Presence of God Brother Lawrence points out one way 

to deal with distractions. Instead of analyzing how we got distracted or 

battling against distraction, we simply return to God’s presence at once 

without drama or fuss. In this way, we win the fight against distraction 

by not fighting. We ignore the fact that we were distracted and return 

quietly to His presence and love.  

7 A quote from Francois Fenelon is relevant here and may help to remove 

any sense of failure that may come if we find we have drifted from the 

presence of God:  
 

 As to involuntary wanderings, they are no hindrance to 

love, inasmuch as love is in the will, and the will only 

wanders when it wills to wander.  

  As soon as we perceive that they have occurred, we 

drop them instantly and return to God, and thus, while 

the external senses of the spouse are asleep, the heart is 

watching; its love knows no intermission. A tender 

parent does not always bear his son distinctly in mind; 

he thinks and imagines a thousand things disconnected 

with him, but they do not interfere with the paternal 

affection; the moment that his thoughts rest again upon 

his child, he loves, and feels in the depths of his soul 

that though he has ceased to think of him he has not 

for an instant failed to love him. Such should be our 

love to our Heavenly Father; a love simple, trustful, 

confident and without anxiety. 

Spiritual Progress, Francois Fenelon 

8 Acts 17:28 
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8. Pray without Ceasing 
1 See also Ephesians 6:18. Note that the call to pray without ceasing follows 

the command to rejoice always. The word rejoice is the Greek word xairo 

which means to be glad for God’s grace (HELPS Word study #5463). The 

call to rejoice does not mean that we should try to be happy all that time 

but rather that we should learn to look for God’s grace in every situation. 

As we find the grace of God in all the highs and lows of life, we can 

receive His grace with thanks and sincere gratitude. As we take hold of 

His grace we can then come to pray without ceasing.  

2 Note that the bride in Song of Solomon 5:2a says: “I was asleep but my 

heart was awake.” Even when we lose our conscious awareness in sleep 

our hearts stay awake and can remain in constant communion with God.  

3 Directing our thoughts to God does not mean that we only thing about 

spiritual things. Rather it simply means that we make Jesus the focus of 

our thought-life and involve Him in all our feelings and thought 

processes. As we do this, our thought-life becomes our prayer-life and 

our thoughts become an ongoing conversation with God.  

4 This is not to say that God does not hear the repentant prayer of a sinful 

person. He responds to the heart. So if a person genuinely repents and 

seeks forgiveness then God will be faithful to wash that person’s sin away 

and give them a new heart of righteousness. However, if a person is living 

in unrepentant sin then they cannot expect God to hear them and act on 

their behalf. See Isaiah 59:2, Proverbs 15:29, Isaiah 1:10-15.  

5 James 1:2-6, James 4:3 

6 To learn more about the will of God, see the book Living Image by the 

author, available at onewithchrist.org. 

7 When we humble ourselves and seek to exchange our desires with God 

through prayer, we acknowledge that apart from Christ we can do 

nothing. Outside the will of God, our best actions done with the very best 

of intentions cannot produce anything truly good. So to be fruitful in 

Christ we need to be sure to yield our will to God and exchange our 

desires for His desires. 
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8 Ezekiel 11:19-20, Ezekiel 36:25-27 

9 Matthew 6:10. The exchange of prayer comes through faith. As such, we 

need to protect our faith from doubt and flee from the pride that would 

seek to persuade God to act according to our own will. Instead, we need 

to have humility and find the faith that knows with confidence that 

God’s will is always best. This is the faith that constantly cries out for the 

will of God to be done on earth as it is in heaven.  

10 When we pray for people without any willingness to act according to our 

prayers then we deceive ourselves. We tell ourselves that we have carried 

out our Christian duty by praying but in reality we have closed our hearts 

to the love of God through our unwillingness to act.  

11 Philippians 2:13 

12 The Greek word energeo (translated as work) is where we get the English 

word energy. It means a dynamic and active operating power. It is not 

potential energy but the active energy to release real power. 

13  See reference note (1) above. 

 

9. The Voice of God 
1 John 16:13 

2  See also Psalm 40:5 

3 Keil-Delitzch Bible Commentary, at Habakkuk 2:1 

4  When God pours out His Spirit into us, we have the promise that we He 

will open the eyes of our hearts to receive visions and dreams from God. 

A vision is a clear imagination that comes from the Spirit of God. 

However, Habakkuk’s vision actually came as a flow of words. So when 

we wait on God, we need to be open to hear God in whatever way He 

wants to speak.  

  There are many accounts in Scripture of God speaking to His people 

through visions, dreams and words. As such, seeing visions and hearing 
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words are a normal way to hear from God. Anyone who wants to hear 

from God can learn to hear His voice.  

5  When we do this, we should not expect God to take over our bodies or 

control our hands and writing. When a prophet speaks God’s words, they 

are in full control of their mouth. In the same way, when we write, we 

are in full control of our hands but by faith we trust God to flow His 

thoughts through us as we write. 

6 Our imagination is a powerful ability of the mind that can connect us 

either with our flesh nature or with the Spirit. For example, our 

imagination can connect us with the flesh by leading us to dwell on lust 

or selfish ambition, vain fantasies or greed. However, when founded on 

faith and truth, our imagination can lead us to experience the reality of 

God rather than the fantasy of the flesh. As we meditate on God’s love, 

grace, joy, peace, victory, power or life, our imagination can lead us into a 

greater awareness of His presence and actually help us to hear God’s voice 

or receive a vision. So when we wait on God, we need to ask the Holy 

Spirit to completely sanctify our imagination so that what we see and 

hear may be of God and not of our own creation. 

7 False visions have started whole new religions and drawn many people 

away from God. So we need to exercise great wisdom when waiting on 

God and great discernment after receiving a vision or dream. As we will 

see, we need to constantly measure everything we receive by the word of 

God. God’s word is truth and so no true vision or dream will ever 

contradict the word of God. 

8 Visions and dreams often use images to convey a message. These symbols 

are important, so if God does not speak during the vision or the meaning 

is not obvious then we need to search the word and seek the Spirit to 

clarify His words and give us understanding. If we do not get immediate 

understanding of a vision, we should resist the temptation to invent 

meaning for any symbols in the vision but rather we should seek God to 

clarify His word to us. 

9 See Acts 10:9-48. When Peter was praying, God gave him a vision and 

spoke to Him. God then confirmed His voice three times to Peter. While 
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the meaning of the vision was not immediately clear to Peter, God soon 

brought understanding and the fulfillment of the vision.  

10 Romans 8:16, John 16:13 

11 Discernment is the ability to tell truth from error. The Spirit is the Spirit 

of truth and He has been given to lead us into truth (John 16:13). The 

word of God is also truth, and so together the Spirit and word of God 

provide the ultimate source of our discernment. See Series One for more 

on truth and reality.  

12 John 6:63 

13 Note that even when God gives us a word of correction or judgment it 

will still carry a sense of life. God’s judgment is His grace that sets us free 

from our sin. Therefore every word from God will always build us up in 

the Spirit even if it is spoken to tear down our flesh. The ultimate fruit of 

His words will always be life.  

14 Note that signs and wonders can also be taken as a confirmation of the 

voice of God (see 2 Kings 20:8-9, Matthew 12:38-40). However, signs can 

also be used to deceive as can be seen in Deuteronomy 13:1-4. Therefore 

signs and wonders should always be weighed against the witness of the 

word, Spirit, nature and love of God.  

15 See 2 Peter 2:1. In Scripture we are called to be on our guard against false 

prophets and false teachers. A prophet is someone who faithfully speaks 

the words of God. If the prophet is not hearing God correctly but still 

speaks words as if from God then for that moment they enter the realm of 

false prophesy. The same is true for teachers. If a teacher lapses and is not 

faithful to the Spirit and to the word, if for a time they divert us from our 

path to love and unity with Christ, then for that time they become a false 

teacher. In this way, we can all be false or true ministers of God. We are 

called to great authority in the Spirit and with that we have a great 

responsibility to be faithful to God. This is why we practice using the 

gifts and ministries of the Spirit. We practice to train our spiritual senses 

so that we can become accurate, true and faithful to God. 
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10. Unity in the Body 
1 So when we become a part of His body, we do not introduce into the 

body of Christ our old nature or fallen life. The sinful nature is not a true 

part of us and nor can it be a part of Christ’s body. Rather we join the 

body of Christ through the exchange of the cross. The more we exchange 

our sinful flesh for His pure flesh and our corruption for the life of His 

Spirit, the more united we become with His body. In this way, we can 

continually grow in our experience of being His body. As we seek a 

greater experience of the cross in our lives, we will come into a greater 

experience of what it means to be a part of His body.  

2 See John 6:28-59 and Series Two for more on the flesh and blood of 

Christ. 

3 The unity of the body is based on the Spirit and nature of Christ. We are 

united because the same blood flows through us. It is therefore a mistake 

to think that we can create unity through programs or activities or 

human strategies. The unity of the body is a divine work of grace which 

we experience as we consistently partake of the same divine nature and 

drink of the same Spirit. If we want unity in the body then we need to 

encourage everyone to lay aside the old self and become one with Christ. 

4 Note that the word katanoeo (translated as consider) is cast in the Greek 

present tense. This tense conveys the sense of an ongoing or continual 

action. Therefore our call is to continually think about how we can spur 

each other on to love and good works. 

5 The heart, soul and mind speak of the devotion of our entire being to 

love, however to love God with all our strength means that we are to love 

Him through actual action. This means doing good works through the 

grace of the Spirit in obedience to God.  

6 Note that in terms of our relationships, loving others means living in a 

right relationship with other people. This means that all of our 

relationships need to be subject to the design and leading of God. In some 

cases God may want us to invest only a small amount of time in a 

relationship; in others He may be leading us to invest greatly, and others 
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not at all. So part of loving others is being comfortable in accepting 

whatever level of relationship that God shows us is right for each person. 

7 For more on the will of God see the book Living Image by the author and 

available from onewithchrist.org. 

8 John 5:19-20, John 3:34, John 7:16-18 

9 We are not called to love the fallen aspects of other people’s personalities. 

A person who speaks or acts out of their fallen nature is not expressing 

their true identity. Instead they are expressing the pride, insecurity, 

doubt, fear, lust, greed or envy that is present in their hearts. And it is not 

who they really are. As such, we need to see the old self in people as a 

distorting force of sin that hides a person’s true identity from us. By God’s 

grace we need to learn to see through a person’s sin and love them for 

who they really are in Christ. In unity with Jesus, every person is radiant, 

beautiful and easy to love. 

10   See 1 Corinthians 5:1-13, Galatians 6:1 for more on dealing with sin in 

the church.  

11 See the case of Ananias and Sapphira in Acts 5:1-11. This is included to 

illustrate how passionate God is about holiness in His body. So please be 

clear: this is absolutely NOT to say that we should harm anyone on the 

basis of deliberate sin. It was God who gave Ananias and Sapphira life and 

He took it away. It is God alone who judges the heart and purifies His 

people. So while we are to pray for holiness in His church, we are NOT to 

pray that God would take someone’s life or try to take a life ourselves, 

rather we need to pray that God would bring salvation and sanctification 

to all His people. 

12 So if we find that we are tolerating sin in our lives then it can help by 

focussing on the area of tolerance rather than the area of sin. For 

example, if we are struggling to die to greed and a part of us actually 

tolerates and enjoys being greedy then we can ask God to deal with the 

area of compromise within us. As we seek God to set our hearts free from 

the tolerance of greed, He will act and we will find that we are able to 

take an effective stand against greed. This is also true for other believers. 
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If someone is unwilling to turn from sinning, we can ask them if they 

want to be free from their unwillingness. If so, we can pray and support 

them while they seek God to turn their hearts fully to Him.  

 

11. Gifts and Ministries 
1 Note that Scripture says “He gives gifts to men.” This statement does not 

exclude women, but uses the term men to represent all people (as is seen 

in the context of verse seven). This practice was established at the very 

beginning of Scripture: 
 

 Genesis 5:2 

 He created them male and female, and He 

blessed them and named them Man in the day 

when they were created. 
 

 When God created people, He made us male and female and called us 

man. Therefore, unless the context of Scripture determines that the term 

man is used with particular reference to males, it is fair to read it as being 

inclusive of both men and women and so relevant to us all. 

2 He gave some as apostles, and some as prophets, and some as evangelists, 

and some as pastors and teachers. The Greek reading of pastors and 

teachers in Ephesians 4 can be read as a single ministry. This is supported 

by the listing of ministries and gifitings in the church in 1 Corinthians 

12:27-31. There the term pastor is not mentioned at all, instead the 

ministry of the teacher is listed. The word poimen (poy-mane) is only 

translated as pastor in Ephesians 4; everywhere else it is translated as 

shepherd. The point here is that the ministry is one of both shepherding 

and teaching. Jesus Himself provides the ideal model of a pastor/teacher 

as He taught, led and cared for His disciples.  

3 The word translated as service is diakonia which means ministry. In this 

way, equipping the saints for the work of service is simply preparing each 

believer in Christ to act in ministry to others. 
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4 Acts 2:44-45, Acts 4:34-35. Note that in Acts 6:1-7 God establishes people 

in ministry specifically to ensure that everyone in the church had their 

physical needs met. Therefore we need to recognize both spiritual and 

physical ministries as valid and valuable in the body of Christ.  

  Even in His earthly ministry, Jesus was ministered to by women such as 

Joanna and Susanna who supported Him out of their own possessions (see 

Luke 8:1-3, Matthew 27:55, Mark 15:41). The ministry of these women in 

giving to Jesus and His disciples was so immensely valuable to God that 

they were noted by name in Scripture in recognition of their ministry. 

Like these women, God will be faithful to remember our labor of love 

and work of faith in ministering to His people (Hebrews 6:10). 

5 Note that we need to remember that because we are gifted by God, He 

should always receive all the glory. God gave us our giftings; they are not 

our own and they did not come through our own efforts or ability. They 

came from God to be used in His grace for doing His will. In this way, we 

need to be faithful to constantly give all the glory and attention to God 

alone.  

6 Note that it is often useful at this point to be trained in the use of our gifts 

by someone with more experience with that particular gift. See Study 12: 

Seek to Abound on practicing using the gifts of the Spirit.  

7 1 John 4:16. God is love. Love is one of the defining qualities of the 

nature of God, therefore the Spirit of God is the Spirit of Love. 

 

12. Seek to Abound 
1 Note that the Greek word oikodome (translated as edification) comes 

from the Greek words oiko (home or dwelling place) and dome (building) 

(see HELPS Word Study #3619). So in a literal sense, to edify the church 

is to build a dwelling place for God in the hearts of His people. This 

echoes our call to build the Tabernacle (see the Tabernacle study in Series 

Two). With this goal in mind, the Spirit of God has uniquely gifted each 

of us. As we minister together according to our gifts and abilities, we will 
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build a dwelling place for God both in our hearts as individuals and in our 

lives as His corporate body.  

2 The point here is that we need to be open to imparting the gifts of the 

Spirit to others rather than just moving in the gifts. If we want to 

multiply the gifts then we also need to remember that it is the Spirit of 

God who gives His gifts to His people. As such, we need to wait on God 

and be led by the Spirit when praying for others. With His leading, we 

can release His gifts over people and see the blessing of the Spirit 

multiply.  

3 This definition combines material from Thayer’s Greek Lexicon and the 

Analytical Lexicon of the Greek New Testament (see copyright page for 

full reference details). 

4 Dictionary.com, LLC. Copyright © 2012. All rights reserved. 

5 When ministering to others it can be helpful to remember that Christ 

dwells within His people and that we are ultimately ministering to Him. 

When we focus on Christ in others, we can have absolute faith in the 

heart of the Father towards that person. He loves them just as He loves 

Jesus (John 17:23). So we can be sure that the Father will always want to 

bless people through us, to love them and draw them closer to Him.  

6 See the parable of the Sower (Mark 4:1-9). 

7 1 John 4:18 

8 See Study 9: The Voice of God in regard to testing signs and wonders. 

Love is essential in discerning the truth. According to Deuteronomy 13:1-

4, even if a word comes with signs and wonders, if it leads us away from 

love then we must reject it. Every prophetic word is subject to the test of 

love. God’s love is the ultimate test. So if a word spoken in ministry leads 

us away from the love of God or distracts us from following His will then 

we must utterly reject that word. We must stay absolutely faithful to the 

love and will of God.  
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13. Being a Witness 
1 This is a reference to the year of Jubilee (Leviticus 27:1-34). Jubilee was a 

celebration that Israel was called to observe every 50 years. During the 

Jubilee, slaves and captives were set free and inheritances were restored 

to their rightful owners. 

2 This is not to say that our actions of faith and love are unimportant in 

sharing with others. Rather the point here is simply that we sow the seed 

of Jesus into people’s hearts by speaking the truth of God.  

3 For Jews living under the Mosaic Law, the forgiveness of sin was only 

received as sacrifices and offerings were made in accordance with the 

Mosaic Law. So when Peter spoke of the reality of forgiveness through 

grace and faith and the offer of the Spirit, He was striking at some of the 

most fundamental beliefs of the Jews and calling them to let go of their 

beliefs and instead embrace faith in Jesus. As such, many of the Jews 

would have been impossibly challenged by the message. And yet so many 

believed. It was only through the power of the Spirit infusing Peter’s 

words and piercing hearts with the revelation of truth that people could 

believe. As Peter spoke, the Holy Spirit flowed out through His words 

and planted the seed of Jesus into the hearts of all those who would 

receive Him.  

4 Therefore if we are sharing the truth in love and people are not coming 

to faith in Jesus, it can only be because the Spirit is not giving life to our 

words or because people’s hearts are not yet ready to receive and respond 

to the truth. 

5 Note that we need to be led by the Spirit when we speak from the heart. 

If He is not flowing through us then our words will not carry His life or 

power. Therefore we need to be sensitive to the flow of the Spirit within 

us. We should not try to force our words but rather allow the Spirit to 

lead us to speak confidently and naturally from our hearts. 

6 If we find ourselves trying to prove the truth of God to someone then the 

chances are that we are trying to convince their minds rather than pierce 

their hearts. We overcome the mind when we touch the heart. And it is 
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only the Spirit that can truly move someone’s heart. Therefore we can 

find real freedom in the knowledge that we do not have to do the Spirit’s 

job for Him. We simply work with Him. We share the truth as He leads 

us and He confirms that truth.  

7 If we fear embarrassment in the event that the Spirit does not confirm 

His truth then we need to repent and ask God to free us from our fear. 

We are not to care about what people think of us or what they will think 

of God. Rather we can just be happy to let God do as He wills.  

8 Our ministry is to be defined by love. So we express the love of God as 

the Spirit leads. This means that we do not just wait for a significant 

opportunity to express God’s love. Instead we look for the many small 

opportunities that God gives us. For example, loving a non-believer can 

be as easy as offering to pray with them when they have a need. In prayer 

we can freely express our heart of love; we can wait on God to hear what 

He wants to do and then we can release His will over their lives.  

 

14. Making Disciples 
1 The Greek verb poreuomai (translated as go) is not imperative, which 

means that it is not written as a command. Rather it has the sense of as 

you go or having gone… In contrast, the Greek word matheteuo 

(translated as make disciples) is an imperative verb, meaning that we are 

directly commanded to make disciples. Therefore the focus of this verse is 

not on going or being sent but on being empowered in the authority of 

Christ to make disciples. With this focus in mind, we could translate the 

text: “As you go, make disciples!”.  

2 The Greek word meno, translated as continue, usually means to remain 

or abide. In John 1:33 Jesus is identified by the presence of the Holy Spirit 

remaining (meno) upon Him. There and again here in John 8:31, meno 

means to ‘cleave’ or ‘hold fast’ in the sense of union. We unite ourselves 

with the word of God when we let it penetrate our hearts and change the 

way we think and act. See Thayer’s Greek Lexicon #3306. 
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3 Note that in Acts 2:38, Acts 8:16, Acts 19:5, people are baptized into the 

name of Jesus alone and yet this baptism is still a complete baptism into 

the name of the Father, Son and Spirit. No other water baptism was 

required. Within the name of Jesus is the full authority, power, name and 

nature of God.  

4 Ephesians 4:4-6 

5 HELPS Word-studies #1519 

6 TDNT (2:434) from HELPS Word-studies #1519 

7 John 17:17-26 

8 Romans 6:1-7, Galatians 6:14 

9 Galatians 2:20 

10 Faith and obedience are clearly connected in Acts 6:7, Romans 1:1-7 and 

Romans 16:25-27. 

11 James 2:22 

12 Galatians 5:1-6 

13 Galatians 5:6 

14 Note that in Titus 2:11-14 Jesus is the grace of God who teaches us to 

deny ungodliness and act in righteousness. God has redeemed us so that 

we can be zealous for good works in obedience to God.  

15 John 15:5 

16 Matthew 23:8-10 

17 Making disciples is a team effort, not only with the Holy Spirit but with 

each other. A disciple is a learner and so when we make disciples we take 

on the role of a teacher or coach. However Jesus says that we are not to 

call anyone our teacher for it is God who teaches us, even through His 

people (Matthew 23:8-12). Therefore we do not have our own disciples. 

They all belong to Christ and so we do not need to bear the responsibility 

of discipleship alone. When we begin to make disciples, we can join with 

others and work together to lead disciples into maturity in Christ. 
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15. Power and Authority 
1 1 Timothy 6:12 

2 James 1:13-15 

3 Everyone throughout time has inherited a nature of sin, except for One. 

Jesus was born without the curse of sin. He possessed the perfect human 

nature and the pure divine nature, without the distortion of sin. Thus 

Jesus says: “the ruler of the world is coming, and he has nothing in Me”. 

Jesus had no sin and so Satan had no hold or power over Jesus’ heart.  

4 See 2 Timothy 2:24-26 and Ephesians 2:1-3. Before being redeemed by 

Christ we were dead in our sins, living according to our sinful nature. 

Through our submission to sin we were effectively held captive by Satan 

to do his will.  

5 Galatians 3:13-14 

6 See reference note 4 above. Those who live in sin are held captive by 

Satan to do his will.  

7 The full definition of the dunamis according to the Online Bible Greek 

Lexicon (based on Thayer’s Lexicon) is:  

1) strength power, ability  

a. inherent power, power residing in a thing by virtue of its nature, or 

which a person or thing exerts and puts forth  

b. power for performing miracles  

c. moral power and excellence of soul 

d. the power and influence which belong to riches and wealth  

e. power and resources arising from numbers 

f. power consisting in or resting upon armies, forces, hosts  

 The last three definitions of dunamis were omitted in the study as they 

relate to physical power that comes from possessing wealth or natural 

resources. In contrast, the word dunamis in the context of this passage 

relates to the spiritual power that is found in the nature of Jesus.  

8 Knowing that the message of the cross is the power of God to set people 

free from sin, we can understand some of the strategies of the enemy to 

keep people under his control. Our enemy works to stop the truth being 
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heard. He tries to keep people from staying immersed in the Spirit so 

their words will lack life and power and fail to penetrate the hearts of the 

hearers. He works to blind people to the reality of sin and their need of 

the cross.  

 For those people who acknowledge their sin and come to the cross, the 

enemy works to undermine faith, convincing people that the cross is the 

source of forgiveness but not a way to find true cleansing from sin. So if 

we are to fulfill our calling to proclaim the gospel then we need to 

overcome everything that would keep us from living in the presence of 

God and soaking in His Spirit. We need to know the truth of God and the 

victory of the cross over our sin so that we might then minister the truth 

to others and see them also set free.  

9 1 John 1:7-9 

10 Note that in the armor of God the sword of the Spirit is the word of God. 

Here again we see the power of combining the Spirit and the word. As 

the Spirit breathes life into the word it becomes the living and active 

word of God. In the spirit our words become like a sword, able to pierce 

the hearts of the hearers.  

11 John 10:10 

12 Matthew 13:24-30 

13 Proverbs 4:20-23. In fighting the fight of faith, we need to guard our 

hearts above all things, for the heart is the place of God’s presence and 

the source of our love. We are to fiercely protect the sanctuary of God 

within us. 

14 In this battle we need to be constantly careful what we take into our 

hearts. If Satan can get sin into our hearts then he gains a measure of 

influence in our lives and we become compromised in the battle. If this 

happens we need to turn to God and seek the blood of Christ to cleanse 

us from our sin straight away. As we are restored by God we can then 

again join the fight, hopefully somewhat wiser than before. 

15 See 1 John 5:4, Revelation 12:11 

16 Romans 8:35-39 
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17 Leviticus 16:3-4, Revelation 19:8  

18 In Series Three we learned that praying in the name of Jesus is more than 

just saying the words “in the name of Jesus” in our prayers. In the same 

way, putting on the armor of God takes more than reciting a prayer of 

protection. It takes an active desire and commitment to knowing the 

reality of His truth, righteousness, faith, word, readiness and salvation 

within us. To truly put on the armor we need to establish and grow in 

each of these aspects of Jesus within us. 

 

16. Moses to David 
1 See 1 Samuel 4:1-7:2, 2 Samuel 6:1-19. In the Promised Land the Ark was 

kept at Bethel before it was moved to Shiloh. From there it was taken 

into battle and was captured by the Philistines. God then cursed the 

Philistines on account of the ark and so they put it on a cart drawn by 

two cows and returned it to Israel. For 20 years the ark remained at 

Kiriath-Jearim, until David decided to bring it to Jerusalem. However 

David neglected the ways of God in transporting the ark. Instead of 

calling men from Levi to carry the ark as the Law prescribed, David 

copied the example of the Philistines and put the ark on a cart drawn by 

oxen. The oxen faltered and the ark was nearly upset. Uzzah touched the 

ark to steady it and in doing so He violated the Law of God concerning 

the ark and was instantly killed.  

  The death of Uzzah was a vivid reminder that God is holy and demands 

holiness. He is also absolutely faithful to His word and so Uzzah had to 

die in accordance with the word of God. Having seen the awesome power 

of the Holy God, David then left the ark at the house of Obed-Edom for 

fear of the Lord. Three months later, David returned to Obed-Edom and 

this time the ark was carried by Levite men to Jerusalem as was required 

by God and all was well.  

2 Leviticus 16:1-2 

3 Psalm 32:1-5, Psalm 41:12 
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4 Psalm 17:15, Psalm 16:11 

5 The events of David’s life can seem inconsistent with his love for God and 

hatred of evil. David fell into lust, which led to adultery and murder. 

How could someone love God so much and yet fall so far from His grace? 

  David’s failure started in a single moment when instead of looking 

away he looked upon Bathsheba. The seed of lust was sown which led to 

a series of failures that drew David deeper and deeper into sin. This is a 

clear warning to us all: if we open our hearts to sin, it can quickly escalate 

into tragedy. Therefore we need to train ourselves to turn away from 

small temptations before sin has a chance to take root in our hearts. 

However if we do fall, then like David we can fall onto God’s grace and 

embrace our forgiveness in Christ through repentance and faith.  

  In Psalm 51 David expressed a heart of true repentance. David was 

forgiven by God and his passion for holiness was restored. David’s life is 

proof of Jesus’ words that he who is forgiven much loves much (Luke 

7:47). David was forgiven of terrible evil and he then went on to love 

God and seek His will with his whole heart. In the same way, we should 

not let the memory of our past failings and sin hinder us from loving God 

with all our hearts.  

6 In practical terms, this means that while we need to love God with all our 

hearts and love ourselves for who we are in union with Him, we also 

need to hate the sinful nature with the utmost hatred. The old self is our 

enemy that we need to conquer if we are to become our true selves. 

There is nothing good or lovable or redeemable about our sin. It is evil 

and has to die. So a part of truly loving God is gaining the victory against 

our old self and standing firm against Satan and all the forces of darkness. 

7 It is worth noting that David did not overcome his enemies all the time, 

and clearly fell from grace in committing adultery with Bathsheba and 

then murdering her husband Uriah. This provides both a warning and an 

encouragement to us. It is a warning never to become complacent and to 

continue fighting against all forms of sin at all times. Yet it is also an 

encouragement. Even though we are called to overcome through Christ, 

if like David we fail and fall, God will be there to restore us. Jesus does 
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not give up on us, ever. No matter how far we have fallen, if we turn 

back to God, He will be faithful to His nature of love and to the sacrifice 

of His Son and so will restore us into His presence.  

8 2 Corinthians 10:3-6, 1 John 5:4 

9 Jesus Himself displayed both the compassion and uncompromising 

righteousness of true love. Straight after taking a whip into the temple 

and turning tables in a righteous fury, Jesus then healed the lame and the 

blind in love (Matthew 21:12-14, John 2:13-17). The anger of Jesus’ love 

did not in any way diminish the compassion and tenderness of His love. 
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